CHAPTER XXXIII.
Feollowing the Trall,

The withdrawal of the sherllf mere
Iy stimulatad Kelth to greater aotlvity.
It was clearly evident the fugitives
were endeavoring with all rapidity
possible to get beyond where the hand
of law could resach them—thelr trall
striking directly across the plaing into
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Sumiuer s earlier theory, and,
brought him greater uneasiness. Fio

ally he spoke of It to the old plains

| man beside him.

the barren southwest was proof of this '

purpose. Yet It was scarcely llkely
they would proceed very far In that
direction, ag such & course would
bring them straight into the heart of
the Indlan country, Into greater dao-
ger than that from which they fled.
Kalth felt no doubl that Hawley In-
tended making for Carson Clty, where
he ocould securely hide the girl, and
where he possessed f{riends to rally
to his defence, even an influence over
the offieass of the law. The one thing
wiich puzzled him most was the
maon's object In attempting so desper-
nte a venture, Did he know hls pris-
oner was Hope Walte? or did he still
gupposs he was running off with Chris-
tie Maclaire? Could some rumor of
Whaite's appeal to the courts have
reached the gambler, frightened him,
and causad him to attempt this des-
perate effort at escape? and did he
benr Miss Maclalre with him, hoping
to keep her safely concealed untll
he was betler prepared to come out In
open fight? If this was the actual
state of affalrs then 1t would account
for much otherwise hard to expluin.
The sctresa would probably not have
Leen migsed, or. at least, serlously
sought after, until she falled to ap-
penr &t the theater the following even-
tug. This delny would give the fu
gitives a start of twenty hours, or
even more, and practically assure
thelr safety. Hesldes, In the light of
Wialte's application to the sheriff for
assistance, It wis comparatively easy
to oconcelve of a valld reason why
Hawley should vanish, and desire,
Nkewlse, to take Miss Mnaclalre with
him. But there was no apparent oc
casion for his forclble mbduction ol
Hope, Of course, he might have done
g0 from & suddenly aroused fit of an-
ger al some dlscovery the girl had
made, yet everything pointed rather
to a dellberate plan.. Both horges and
men wera certalnly walting thers un-
der orders, Hawley's adherents In
charge, and every Arrangement

fected In advance, Clearly enough

“What do you suppose those fellows
are heading so far west for, Ben!
They are taking a big risk of running
Into hostiles.”

“Oh, 1 don't know,”
other gravely

returned the
Iifting his eyes to the

fur-off eky line. “l reckon from Lhe
newe thet come in last night from
Hays, thar ain't no Injuns a rangin’
thet way jist now. Thev're too hlame
busy out on the Arlckaree. Maybe
them fellers heerd the same glory, an®

‘ern &0 bold.”

I've heard nothing™
this, Cap,” drawling
leastways, thel’'s how
inter Sheridan; 'Sandy’
his outfit, mostly plalnsmen,
gtarted a while ago aerose Solomon
River an' down Beaver Crick. headin’
fer Fort Wallace, Over on the
ree, the whole damned Injun
fumped ‘em. ¥From all I heerd,
must 0 bin unlgh onto three thousen
o' the varmlints, droppin® on ‘em all at
oncst, hell-bentferelection, with ol
Romap Nose a leadin’ 'em. It was
shore & good fight, fer the scouts got
onto an island an’ stopped the bucks.
Two of the fellers got through to
Wallaca ylst'day, an’ a courler brought
the newa In ter Hays, * The Injuns had
them boyvs cooped up thar fer elght
days before them lellers got out, an’ |
reckon it'll be two or threse days more

thet's what mnkes
“What story?
“Why, it's lke
out the words, *
it come
sythe an'

outfit

| fore the n!gier sogers they sent out

per- |

the gambler had planned it all out |

before he ever went to the Troca-
dero—no  doubt the completion of
these final arrangements was what de-
layed his appearance at the hotel. If
this was all true, then [t must have
bheen Christle, and not Hope, he pur-
posed bearing away with him, and the
latter was merely a victim of her mas-
querade.

What would resuit when the man
discovered his mistake? Such a dis-
covery could not be delayed long. al-
though the girl was quick-witted, and
would surely realize that her personal
safety depended upon keeping up the
deception to the lgst possible moment
Yet the discovery must finally oceur,
and there wae no guessing what form
Hawley's rage would assume when he
found himseld bafed, and all his
plavs for a fortune overturned. Keith
fufly reallzed Hope's perll, and his
own helplessness to serve her In this
emergency was agony, As they bur
ried back to the town, he brlefly re-
viewed these conclusions with Walte
and Falrbaln, all alike agreelng there
was nothing remaining for them to do
excopt to take up the trail, The fugl
tives had already gained too great an
adyantage to be overhauled, but they
might be traced to whatever palni
they were heading for. In splite of the
start belng so far to the west, Kelth
was firmly convinced that thelr destin
atirn would prove to be Carson City

Proenring horses at the corrsl, |
forces augmented by two volur
bolh men of experience—Kalth, v
Fairbaln and Neb departed withiout
dolay, not even pausing to eat hut
taking the nocessary food with them
The sun hud barely risen when they
took up the trall, Kelth, and a wman
nemed Bristoe, slightly In advance,
thelr Keen eyes murking every siight
sign left for guldance seross the bare
plain, It was a comparatively easy
trafl to follow, leading directly into
the gouthwest, the pony tracks cutting
ints the sod ms though the reckless
riders had bunched together, their
horses trotting rapldly. Evldently no
attempt had been mnde at conceal
ment, and this served to convince the
pursuers that Hawley siill belleved
his captive to be Mlse Maclalre. and
that her disappearance would not be
suspected untll after mnightfall, In
that case the trall cou'd not Le dis-
covered before the following
ing, and with such a atart,
would be unseless
sourcely speaking except upon
busluess In band, the pursuers pressed

pursnit

morn- |

ter help ever git thar, So thar won't
be no Injuns ‘long this route we're
travalln', fer the whole kit an’ coa
koodle arve up thar yit after ‘Sandy."”

“And youn suppose Hawley knew
about this?"

G\ e
¥ u;r/?'i/ ':N el —,—j

“Why not, He was hangin’

Cap?
‘round t11l after ten o'clock las' night,

an' it was all over town by then
"Tala't Hkely be's got an outfit ‘long
wilh him thet's lost any Injuns. |
don't know whar they're bound, no
mour'n you do, but I reckon they're
reasonably sare they've got n
road."”

They pulled up on the banks of &
small gtream to water thelr horses,
gnd ate hastlly. The triadl led di
rectly acrves, snd with only the slight-
eat possible delay they forded the
ghallow water, and mounted the op
posite hank. A hundred yards farther
on Pristoe reined up suddenly, point
Ing down at the trall

“One Loss left the bunch here,” he
declared positively. Kelth swung him
sell ont of the saddle, and bhent over
to sindy the tracks. There was no
doubting the evidence—a single hors

Ahe only one shod In the bunch
with a rider on Its back, Judging fromn
the deep lmprint of the hoofs, had
swerved sharply to the lelt of the
main body, heading directly Into the
gouthenst. The plalpsman ran for
ward for a hundred yards to assure
himself the man bad not circled back;
at that polnt the animal had been
spurted Into a lope. Kelth rejoined
the others

“Must have been about daylight
they reanched here” he sald, pleking
up hig dangling rein, and looking Inte
the questioning faces about him. “The
fellow that rode out yonder alone was
heading =tralght toward Carson City
He 18 going Lor fresh horses, | figure
i, and will rejoln the bunch
olace down on the Arkansas

HOMe

The

\

1. | Wiy
L% 11 e
woll."
Well, whoever It was, the glrl s
stil with, the others, and thelr tradl
Is the eanlest (o follow, We'll kelp

poler me,

Inoat lseiy ‘twas the hoss him

Tireless, mwnl!],\"! After them.

the |

They pushed on hour after hour, as
long as daylight lasted or they could

forward at an easy trot, Kelth, In spite | percelve the faintest trace to follow.

of Intense anxiety, with the remem-
brance of old cavalry days to gulde
him, Insisting upon sparing the horses
a8 muph ax possible. Thiz was to be
& stern chase and & long one, and it
wis impossible totell when they eould
pracure remounts. The constant swaery-
Ing of the trall westward scemed to

Alrendy half-convineed that he knew
the ultimate destination of the fugh

[ Uves, Kelth yot dare not venture on

pressing forward during the night, thus
possibly losing the trall and belng
compelled to retrace thelr steps, It
was betler to proceed slow and wsure.
Realdan ind=ing frem the condition of

For- |

Atrleka- |

thar |

clar |

their own Dorses, the pursued would
be compelied lo bhait somewhere 10
rest thelr stock also. Thelr trall eved
revealed the fuet that they were tray-
ellng {ar less rapldiy than at first, al
though evidently making every effort
to cover (he greatest possible dls
tance before stopping. Just as the
dusk sbut In cloge about them Lhey
rode down into the valley of Shaw-
nes Fork, and discovered slgns of &
recent camp af the sdge of the slream.
Here, apparently, judging from the
camp-fire ashes, and the trampled
grass along the Fork, the party must
have halled for several
lighting matches Kelth and Bristos |
discerned where some among them |
hud lald down to sleep, and, through
various signs, decided they must hive
agaln departed some five or six hours
previoue, one of their horses llmping
s If lame. The tired pursuers wenl
| into camp ai the sama spot, but with:
out venturing to light any fire, merely
snatching & cold bite, and dropping
off to sleep with hends plllowed upon
thelr saddles

They were upon the trafl ugaln with
the first dimness of the gray dawn,
wading the waters of the Fork, and
| striking forth across the dull level ot
brown pralrie and white alkall to-
ward the Arkansus. They saw nothing

all day moving In that wide vista
I about them, but rode steadily, scarce
ly exchanglug =& word, determined,

grim, never ewerving a yard from the
falnt tradl, Tha nursusd warea moaoving
slower, hampered, no doubt, by their
lame horge, bul were still well In ad:
vance. Moreover, the straln of the
saddle was alrendy beglnuing to tell
severely on Walte, weakened somewhat
by veurs, and the pursuers were com
pelled to halt oftener on his account.
The end of the gecond day found them
appronching the broken Iland border
ing the Arkansas valley, and Just be-
fore nightfall they pleked up a Inme
horse, evidently disearded by the
party ahead.
| By this time Kelth had reached &
|| definite declsion aeg to his course. If
| the fugltives received a fresh relay
of horses down there gomewhera, and
crossed the Arkansas, he felt positive
ly sure as to thelr destination, But It
would be useless pushing on alter
{ them In the present shape of hils party
| —thefr horses worn out, and Waite
reeling giddily In the saddle. 1f Haw
ley's outfit crossed the upper ford, to-
| ward which they were evidently head
l ing, nnd struck through the gand hilla
then they were making for the refiuge
of that lone @eibin on Salt Fork
Should this prove true, then It was
probable the giémbler had not even
yet discovered the identity of Hope
for If he had, he would scarcely ven-
| ture upon talting her there, knowing
that Kelth would naturally sugpect
the spot, But Kelth would not be like
Iy 1o personnlly take up the trail in
goarch for Christlie Macinire. Tt must
have heen Hawley then who had Ieft
the party and ridden east, naud up 1o
that time he had pot found out his
mistnke,
fresh animals the chances were that
Hope's Identity would be revealcd
Bristoe, who had turped o ex
| amine the girayieg haorse, came Lrot
ting up

“Helonged to thelr outfit all right,
Cap,” he reported, "earrlies the double
erogs brand nod  that shebang b
upon the Bmokey; =addle galls stil)
bleeding.”

Whalte wes now suflering so acute-
ly they were obliged to halt before
galning sight of the river, finding, for
tunately, a waterhole fed by a spring.
As soon as the slck man could be
made comfortable, Kelth gave to the
others his conclusions, and lstened to
what they had to say. Bristoe favor
ed clinging to the trall, even though
they must travel alowly, but Falrbain
inslsted that Walte must be taken to
gome town where he could be given
necessary care. Keith finally declded
the matier

“None ean be more auxious to reach
those fellows that | am," he declared,
“but 1 know that country out south,
and we'll never get through to the
Salt Fork withont fresh horses. Be-
sides, as the doctor says, we've gol to
ke care of Walte, If we find things
ns 1 expect we'll ride for Carson City,
and re-outfit there, What's more, we
won't Jost much time—It's a shorter
ride from there to the cabln than from
here.”

Hy morning the General was able to
Bit his seddie agalo, Ana (eaving mwm
with Neb to follow slowly, the others
gpurred forward, discovered an outlet
through the bluff Into the valley, and
crossed the Santa Fe Trall, It was
not ensy to discover whera those In
pdvance had passed this point, but
they found evidence of & late camp in
a lttle grove of cottonwoods beside
the river. There were traces of two
tralls leading to the spot, one bhelng
that of the same five horses they had
heen following so long, the other not
so easlly read, as it had been trav-
sreed In both directions, the different
hoof marks obliterating ench other,
¥Pristoe, creeping about on hands and

aslde

(led the glgny with the eyos
Of nb Indinn

"You diff rence yere
whaor the ground (s eoft, Cap,” ha mid,
polnting to some tracks pininer than
the othera, “This hoss had A
rider, bhut the rest of ‘em was led;
!thet's why they've bungled up ther
trall o, An' 1t wa'n't ther sume
bunch thet wont back enst what come
from thar—gec thet split hoof! thar
aln't no spllt hoof p'lnting ther other
way—but yere l4 the mark of the crit
ter thet puts her fool down wso fur
otitelde thet we've boen a trallin' from
Sherldan, an' she's p'inting east, an’
belng led, Now, let's sea whar the
bunch went from yers with thet splil
hoot ™

This was not wso easily accom-
plished owing to the nature of the
ground, but at last the wsearchers

Kin see the

yere

hours. II; |

Yot if he brought out the |

|
1
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Christmas

GIRL

HE is Thinking of You now—Perhaps She has
Your Present Already Purchased. What is
Her Gift to be? Something not too costly—Some-
thing of Real Service—A Permanent Reminder of

the Giver,

Hand Bags $1.00t0 $10.00;

_
Some Appropriate Christmas Gifts:

Gloves £1.00 to $3.50; Scarfs
50c to $2.25; Handkerchiefls 10¢ to $1.75; Toilet Sets $1.50 to $6.00; Silk Hose 50¢

2.00; Back Combs 25¢ to $1.50; Manacure Sets 83¢ to $3.50; Fancy Aprons
25¢ to $1.25; Neckwear 25¢ to $1.75; Silk Waist Patterns $3.00 to $5.00; Silk
Dress Patterns 50c to $1.50 per yard; Wool Dress Patterns 50¢ to $3.00 per yard.
Jewel Boxes 25¢ to 75¢; Pin Cushions 25¢ to $1.00; Rugs 75¢ to $26.00; Umbrel-
las $1.00 to $5.00; Box Stationary 25¢ to $2.50; Kimonos £1.50 to $4.00.
Pins 25¢ to $1.50. We have many other gifts suitable for Christmas.

THE MORNING IS A GOOD TIME TO SHOP!

E. G. DOVEY & SON
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Hat

stumbied onto trachs close In unaer
the bank, and oune of these revealed
It hoof.

“That makea It clear, Ben" ex
clnimed Kelth, decldedly, staring out
acroes tha river st the while sand
hills. “They have kopt on the edge of
the "water, making for the ford, which
Is yonder at the bend. They are out
| 1n the sand desert by this thue riding
for the Salt Foark, Whoever e was,
the fellow Urought them five horses,
|r! the five old ones were taken cast
2 .m on tha trafl, The girl Is still

th the party, and we'll go into Car
; son Clty and reoutfit”
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A Snap for the Stockman.

o sounlhenst Greepns
woold counly, Kansas; fenesd and
By neres ol

acres i

eriss-fepeed; rich
bualanee lnest native praivie grass
limesoil Fair S-room house
stabling, ete. bearing or-
chiurd, Lots of Hoe living waler,
which is furnished by a large
creek which runs through north
side of ranch, Greek 18 skirted
with timber; eattle come ofl grass
into deep water, This is consider-

=i

Lhe
fine

Sirhool
rond Lo
Just O miles  Trom
ranch Lo lown: well 1=
proved country all the way, For
quick sale 818 per acre buvs this
P40 aeres: no leade tnkep on Lthis,
Has a morlgage of $3500 that has
vl three voars Lo run, 25420 buys
the equily. Nothing better for the
money. Give moe (o your friend if
val don't wanl me, T must sell,

ranches in
cloge by

countly.
smonlh
{-2

a nwee

Lovwn,

W. A. Nelson, Heal Eslale
Broker, Fall  River, li!'n--'rl\'.unll
County, Kansas

Farms For Sale,

{60 acres of Cass counly land,
loealed 3 miles south of Nehawka
This place is in excellenl condi-
ton with 100 acres sowed to fall
whe al, & acres of alfalfa, 30 acres
of lIIl‘HI]lI\\ .'lTIlI I'l‘illillll'i"r in
pasture, 7 acres heing fenced hog
tight. Improved with 8 room
house, fine new large barn with
aceommodations for ten head of
horses and fifty cattle; eribs and
granary, 4 acres orchard and a
gplendid well with new mill. Be-
gide the well there is & good spring
and two small running streams,
Would make a fine proposition for
slook of diversifled farming.

Also 160 pores rich Oloe coun-
iy land adjoining the above farm;
{45 acres under cultivation, mosl
of which is bottom land and pro-

duces bumper orops; anid 20
acres 18 in meadow. This is a
[ gond buy for somehody. For

further information communicate
{with .
| . Begdon Hall, Nehawka, Neb,

ereck bollom land i cultivation, |

ol Lo be one of the best Little stoek |
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| to take good care of a good car. Have your
Il AUTOMOBILE
\
' Painted or Varnishd each season. It will lengthen
its life and improve its appearance.
il =—=MAKEIT AS GOOD AS NEW! =
You take no chances with
: us, We are experts in our
'- line and do only first-class
| work.
|
§ T
| FRANK GOBELMAN
i )
AUTO, CRRRIAGE AND SIGN PAINTER

| e ————

December Travel Bulletin

]TO THE PACIFIC COAST,

sunrhine and mild climate,
from Denver Wednesdays,

in Winter tourist patronage.

Inquire about the personanlly conducted through
tourist excursions to Los Angeles, via Denver-Santa Fe
From Omasha and Lincoln every Tuesday night;

WINTER TOURIRT TICKETS. The attractive south-land is claiming ita own
Frum the Missouri Valley the Winter excur-
sion fares to southern resorts are extremely favorable and
modost outlay for a tour of the south,

HOMESEEKERS' EXCURSION TICKETS on the first and third Tuesdays of
ench month to the Big Horn Basin, the Northwast, West and the South.

AMERICAN LIVE STOCK MEETING, Denver, December 12th and 13th, 1911

NATIONAL SHELP SHOW AND WOOL GROWERS' CONVENTION, Oma-
ha, December 14ch to 16th, 1911,

R. W, CLEMENT, Ticket Agent.

L. W. WAKELY, General Passenger Agent, Omaha, Neb

Route—a route of

nvelva but &

John Hopkins and wife, from
the western part of the state, who
hinve been guests of Isane Hopkins
and wife for a gshorl time, depart-
ed for 81, Joseph's
Omaha, this morning, where they
have # daughter taking Lreal-
moent

hospital, |

——

Dr. B. F. Brendel and T, W.
Fleming of Murray wiére passeng-
ors Lo Omaha on Lhe fast mail this
afternoon, where Mr. Fleming
wenl to consult a specialist rela-
live to an operation for ap-
pendieitis, which he underwent

[ some Lime ago.




