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Our text could searcely apply bette
to present-day conditlons If St Paal
had written the words this very day
The world seetns Lo le golug pleasule
mad. Very evidently we are In the
“perllovs times” mentioned in the con
text I s proper that we Investignie
this tendency toward plensore  and
formality ns tespects religlon.  What
Is the chuse of hig condition? It 1=
ot becuuse monkind Lave matucaily
more desire for pleapute than for G
On the contrary, 'hronology shows s
thut the yery highest orguns of the
human mind are those which relate to
spieitondiey und eeyerence, Under nor
mul cond 2 ous, therefore, all mankind
might recsonnbly be expected to hive
thelr chlef pleasure In spivitanl things
In harmony with a proper reveren e
for thelr Crontor and His will
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What hns chyinged (his patural” con
ditlon, sod turned the hearts of men
away from reverente for God nid €ph
ug) things o more sensuous plens
nres, with moeesly no outward form
of plety? The nuswer is that man's
reverence for his Crontor and for sph
ftun) things has been tnken adeantose
of by Batun.  God hos been plefursd G
men's minds os AlLPowerful cod de
sk, These falue doctrines, St an
decinres, are of
i1 Timothy fv. L. Thewe misconcepn
tlons, formulnts! LT TR
ereeds, ber: e Y Mty Biely oot
ereed  contained itle nuciets o
teath, around which monstrons errors
wore nggregnied,  For g long time
Blindly  and  stopddly  worshipsd onr
cveed-ldols, Dghting for onraelves gl
agninet others, Contributing our mon
ay o the point of saerifice ol ol
duminl, we bulll contly temples, each
party for his own idol

Wo were kepl s busily engrged In
thus fightivg wad working and build
g, thiat we did not stop to corefnlls
wotice the hortibde ontlines of
tdole. nor o copsdder thelre
motiE  misrepresentntions of
God of Justioe, Wikdom, Love,

&  The Day Dawn Is Upon Us
The Apostle says, “They thiat meep
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wheap I the pight and they that ore
dreanken are dranken tn the night
Aty thus heve been osleop ond have

drentned tervitile things rospe e the
future which our Heavoenly Father |

ordpined for s erentures.  Varion
hulloclnntions  and  wightmares Bt
aiflicted ug,  Many have been drim!

e with the wine of folse docteine
wentioned In the Apocalypse, wht !
toll s fhat thin “drankenness”
pefnetion of erpor s extenced to ol
nattons of Chetstendom (Rey, xvill,
We miy well ahank God that it
pight 18 far spent and the dioy s o
Bt “The Sun of  righteonsnes
phinll vise with henting in His beones
(Maliehl tv. 20 The result will be the
complele seatloring of doriness,
perstition and eveor, which for sa fou
hus mate oF less beclonded the mind
of mahy of un to the trae chiepete
of our God ood the troe teaohings o
His Word 1t
the duwning of the New Doy
nre heginning (0 see, an never
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the horrilile fentures of onr cresd fdo
The malority of Chvisiinns hnve nn
yot discovered the renl charpeter o
the Almighty. They ore In o trens
tion state.  They no douger worsh
thelr 1dols au formerly, yot they sl
worghin them We enn direct thea
te worship the troe God, but the 1dol
w0 monstyonsly misrepresent the Gl
of all Grace that the worshifs i pece
parlly falot and Wndf hearted; or, o
the Apostle doclares, IE I8 merely
form of gediness” without the power
the force, the stroneth which shon'd
aecompany  the worship of the (o
God, rightly undoerstond amd properiy
reverenesd,

A Revulsion of Sentiment

The dawning of the Heht of the New
Duy of Messinh boging (o waken u
from the nightmares of ihe Dark
We have begun o doubt onr creed
ol Mauy have conssd thelr wor
ship altogether, Muany others respect
them merely as fotishes of the past
gome are afeald that W the masses
venme to worship the idols all rever
ence for holy things will puss away
and the world will lapse ioto heathen:
fh darkness.  We should reigember,
on the contraty, that we hire been in
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