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RCE COMES SPEECH?

NGE CASE RECORDED
A BOSTON NEWSPAPER.

IN

. Two Brothers Who Speak & New Lan-
guago-—A Parallel Case in the State of

n . Nevwda—The Children of the Bastile,

Freaka,

A Boston newspaper recently published an
aceount of two brothers living in that city,
who, it declares, have grown to man's estate
without ever being able to speak the English
language, although born in the United States
of American parents, and having heard
English spoken coutinuously. Their voeal
organs hadeen examived by the best spe-
cialists and found to be perfectly normal.
These brothers, it is awerted, speak a lan-
guoge of their own, which they perfectly
understand, but which, thus far, has been
unintelligible to everybody else. Some words
of the lunguage wers given by the jowrnal
referred to, mid a philologist would trace a
resemblance, if nothing more, to Sanserit,

at the cnse referred to is not without its
parallel. The writer of this article saw, on
maore than one occasion, two children, a
brotbher and sister, living at a little stage
station in the state of Nevada, who had in-
vetited o language of their own, which they
constantly used in talking with each othor,
The girl was Oor 10 years of age, aud the
boy a year or two youngoer. There conld be
no deception and no mistake about the mat-
ter. The children would play together and
chatter in this strange speech of their own
devising, nnd it was perfectly apparent that
It wos not such meaningless gibiberish as
children often use in play, but a genuine
langunge. 1t resembled no language with
which the writer had any acquaintance.
There conld be detectad no resemblance to
any modern language, no similarity to root
formns or stems which mny be said, roughly,
to be common to all spoken languages; nor
was there any likeness to either Latin or
Cireck, and, conssquently, none to the cog-
nata mguago which is called Sanserit,

The children wore not at all shy about talk-
ing in the presence of strangers, but they
eould not be made to understand what trans-
lation from English into their language
mennt.  They understood English, and could
and did speak it when spoken to; but they
either could not or would not give theegquiva-
Jents of English words in their own language.
The mogger of the children said she could not
in any way account for this strange linguistic
freak, She said that the flrst time she heard
them, and indeed for many times afterward,
phe paid no attention, ns she supposed they
were Yonly jabbering nonsense,” us she ex-
pressed it, and so she was entirely unable to
sy whether the Janguage was evolutionary
or whether the children spsko 1t just as well
the first time as the last. They certainly
spoke ecnough of it when the writer heard
li:s-m to understand them without any difli-
puliy, although it scemed to the writer from
the curs sy observations he could make that
the vocabulary was a very limited one: but
that would bave been equally the case with
children of that age had they been speaking
English.

There hms been astory in vogue for many
yvears, aithough it is impossible to verify it
and it is probably apocryphal, that for the
purpose of determining whether thore was a
primal language and if so what it was, two
infants were at one time confinaed in the Das
tile and were never allowed to hear a word
of any language spoken, it being supposed
thnt nature woald supply them with the
means of communiecating with each other ns
they grew old“enough to talk, and that the
1'-Ih‘il’l“.'r!‘*_‘-' as toa primal language would
e conclusively determined. The story says,
however, that up to 11 years of age the chil-
dren never uttered an articulate sound. They
communicated with each other in a fashion,
but it was entirely by signs, and not by any-
thing resembljng o spoken langoage of any
kind The st ry goes on to say that they
woere then reieasss)l from their confinement
nnd placed among people where they heard
French spoken all around them, and that
they =oon learned to speak the language
witleh they heard, but never gave any signs
of knowing any other tongue,

The story may be true, or it may not. If
it i it would tend very strongly to show
that our epeech is the result of imitation, aqad
tonse the facuity of articulate spaech depends
onthe ability o repeat what is gathered from
the speecl: of others. This view receives
confirmation from the observation of deaf
piid dumb people, who are, as a rule, dumb
because they are deaf. They possess the
voctl organs fully developed, but they can-
not speak becanse they are not able to imi-
tate either the sound of language or the
mechanical voeal efforts of speaking persons,
and this, not becaus: of innate inability, but
because of the lack of a medium of intercom-
munication,

And vet the observation of the cases in
Massachusetis and Nevada to which we have
referred shows that there must be exceptions
to what would seem to ba a general rule
Those children in Nevada knew uo more of
the accepted theories of philology than they
did of the differential ecalenlus. They did
not know the st thing about the develop-
ment theory: they never heard of the rales
of linguistic structure; and yet they con-
structed for themselves a language which
was, for all practical purposes, just as much
a Iuyy‘_'[u];__'.- as Hebrew or Greek or German
or English. It meant something to them;
each econld nnderstand the ot hey; each could
say wiat Le or she wanted to say, and that
eonstitutes a language.

The Boston ease js somewhat different, if
it 18 told correctly.  In that case there would
seem to be some structural deficiency in the
brain—samne wted convolution or some-
shing of the sort—for, generaily speaking, a
man who can speak one language can speak
every other, at least afier a fashion: but
t‘lwi'* brothers, it is asserted, cannot speak

Zn-lish, although they can understand it to
a certain extent.

These cases, strange ns they may be, donot
militate in any degree agzainst the generally
received doctrines of philelogy. They are
freaks of nature, nothing more, and are, if
we stop to consider, no more strange than
pther cnses with which we are familiar.—
San Francisco Chronicle,

Chicago's Underground Railway.

Chicago bas organized an underground rail-
way company with a capital stock of £27 000.
1ts general plan is to build and equip twenty-
seven miles of road covering the several di-
visions of the city, the underground roadway
to be from 108 to 125 feet below the surfuce.
The proposition is that the road shall not
pnly bLe used for passenger traffic between
the city and the snburbs, but also for frieght
business to the relief of the present railecond
centers and the better accommodation of the

' ness public. At the great central depot,
instance, it is proposed to build an im-
subterranean yard for the handling of
this will bs connected with

tracks.

THE NAVAL ACADEMY.

THE EARLY EXPERIENCE OF A
“PLEBE” AT ANNAPOLIS.

Hazing Bald to Be Abolished — But
“Jumping” and “Running” Are Still
Practiced by the Classmen—A Cadet's
Trials and Tribulations.

This is an attempt to detail the early expe-
rience of an Annapolis “plebe.” Naval offi-
cers who write magazine articles all agres
that bazing has been abolished. It has, in
namo only. Oune never hears of hazing now;
but no one who has ever been a “‘plebo” can
truthfully deny that *“jumping” and *“run-
ning” have not yet fallen into a decrepit old
age,

Let us first imagine the “plebe” who ar-
rives in September at the Naval academy,
He is a green looking chap, Men from all
quarters of the country come tumbling into
town, in all sorts of elothing, and with all
s0rts of airs. The new man is immedintely
sent on board the Santee.  His first struggle
is with his bammock.
the bammock the first night. Most of his

time is spent in learning how to get into it,

and after be gets in, how to stay in,

The next morning, at bugle eall, the eadet
tumbles out and gets down in some shape to
inspection. This is a fearful ordeal There
he stands, with thumbs turned out and toes
turned in, trying to look a veteran, when
the inspector hurries along, glares at him,

and pointing at his cap, shouts, “Haul a |

little on the starboard Iift.” The cadet opens
his mouth, and says, “Eh-h,” and then opens
his eyes and says, “How,” and finally learns
that his cap has not been set squarely on his
head. He has been “'spotted.”  As he grows
older he learns that there are many things
for which a man may be spotted. . “Cap not
properly squared.” ““Trousers not brushed.”
*Shoestrings hanging.”™ * Bultton off Llouse.”
“Not properly shaved” It is marvelouns
what little things catch the eagle eve of the
inspector.

Somchow (he cadet manages to get to
breakfast, and flops in the first seat. Per-
haps grace bas been usually said at home to
glow and measured tones. Anyway he waits
a moment, and soon finds that everybody
has made a dive at the food and that there is
none left for him. Then some more comes
on, and he dives, too. The scene that follows
is indescribable,

But it isnot alwaysso. TWhen ihe upper
class iuen return from their cruise no man
dares reach balf an inch over his side of the
tabile for food, or he will be terribly jumped.
And, by the way, the jumping soon begins
for our plebe. As he wanders down for a
breakfast @ crowd of about fifteen men ap-
proach him, their caps cocked at an angle of
forty-five degroes over their left eyes, and
they demand: *What's your name{” in fierce
tones. “Where do you come from# *“Al
bany, N. Y.” “Eh, what statef” “New
York.” “Any more like you theref” “Yess™
“Great guns.” “Yess" “Say, sir.” “Yes
ssir.,”  “Stand on your head.” And the
poor plebe gets on and off Lis bead till he is
dizzy.

Then all fifteen men demand at once:
“Who's ths ‘savez’ man here® “Who's the
handsomest?™ “Who's the wooden man™
And whichever way he answers the plebe
offends fourteen of the fifteen and stands the
consequences. Then one man orders him to
do something, and another orders him not to.
“If youn don’t I'll jump yvou,” says one. “If
you do I'll run you,” shouts the other. The
plebe obeys the first and s “jumped” by the
second, and then to his utter disgust the first
man says: “Guess I'll jump you anyway just
for the fun of it.” And again he stands on
his head.

Perhaps the plebe has now flagrantly vio-
lated some of the rights of the upper ciass

| men, and if =0 hg is made {o “eat soap or

If he fights and gets whipped he cats
soap. If be fighis and wins he eats a double
dose, So it does no particular good to fight.

By Oct. 1 the cadet leaves the Ssmtee and
goes to quarters. There his first experieace
is at bugle call. He flies out of bed, jumps
into his clothes and goes down four steps ata
time to formation, and one can imagine
what a task he has in getting his proper place
among the three hundred cadets present. He
finally gets among his green companions, and
a sorry looking lot they muke.

That night he gets another dose of hazing.
The upper class men give it to him between
6:30, when supper s ovar, and 7:30, when in-
spectioff comes. He is made to read page
after page of French, though e uever read
French in his life; he speaks the orations of
Lis school days, Hestandson his head. A
small button is put in a basin of water and
he fishes it out with his nosa. He eats candla
The funny man of the pacly dires fan at him,
and if be smiles he is sat upon. All through
the performance he must keep a straight
face, and, indeed, by the time he is on$ of it
his straight face seenw o bave grown there
for gooil.

Then taps come, his tormentors hurry
away, and the oflicer of the day comes around
to inspect his room. The officer taps at the
door, and the cadet shouts a hearty “Come
in.” Imagine the look he receives for his
pains; for the rule is for the officer to push
open the door, take a hasty glance and shout:
“Cood night.” The cadet answers: “Good
night, sir,” and the inspection is over. Im-

fi ;11(."

mediately that it is, his tormentors are back |

agunin; and they arrive in flocke. He is or
dered to eat four dry soda crackers at a time,
perhaps, and when he has done is told te
cock his feet on the table and sit there til)
told to move, While there a high class man
comes in and shouts: “Get up." He has re-
ceived instructions and will not move. “Get
up.” Nota move And finally he is shouted

up and keeps getting up and sitting down in |
bardly |

obedience te orders until he can
MOVe.

Hazing is now quite harmless, and the vie-
tims themselves find it a laughing matter—
more laughable, to tell the truth, however,
after it is all over.—Annapolis Cor. New
York Tribune.

- Counrtesy in Business Rewarded.

The other day a gentleman entered one of |

the largest sicres of this city in pursuit of an

article the price of which bhe kuew would |

scarcely exceed the cost of postage on an
ounce letter. The fact of its insignificance
and that it was rarely called for made it hard
to find. One clerk after another was enlisted

in the search, till finally they were joined by !
the proprietor before success crowned their |

efforts. Somewhat mortified a¢ the amount
of trouble he bad caused, the customer began
to apologize, when he was silenced by the
proprietor with: “My friend, it was no trou-
ble; it was businesss. We have experienced
fully as much pleasure in finding that for
yoa as you havein receiving it If you in-
sist upon calling this trouble, please remem-
ber that we like to be troubled.”

That merchant made an investment by bhia
courtesy. He laid up treasure where math
aud

o

“group, and about three hundred miles from

He doesn’t sleep in |

CRUSOE SETTLEMENTS.

ROMANTIC” LIFE ON A LITTLE
SOUTH PACIFIC ISLAND,

Story of a Runaway English Sallor—An-
other Little Colony in the Kermadeo
Group—Castaways on & Coral Reef—DPit-
cairn Islanders.

About four months ago, as the English
bark Queen’s Island was passing Palmerston
Island, in the Southern Pacific, the captain
was surprised to see o boat containing eight
persons put off from the shore, It was gen-
erally supposed that this little coral island,
one of the least important of the IHervey

its nearest neighbor, was uninhabited. Capt.
Reid, however, had necidently approached
near cnough to this little speck in the ocean
to discover another of those romautic island
settlements which sare now and then unex-
pectedly found in the broad expanse of the
great Pacific.

The bronzed and rather scantily clad white
man who clambered np the sideof the bark
saidl he was Williamy Marston, the chief of
the little island, where he had lived for
twenty-five years. When he was a young
man he deserted from the British bark Rifle-
man in Tahiti and made his way in a small
sailboat nearly 1,000 niles west to the Her-
voy group. He took a pative wife and jour-
neyed on to Palmerston Islaud, where he
built him a cabin and started a cocoanut
plantation. A few natives joined him, and
now his little world contains thirty-three
human beings, of whom fifteen are Lis cwn
children. English is the only language
spoken in this little community, whose isiand
Lowme is nos so large as some Dakota farms,
Here the subjects of the runaway English
siailor live on the happiest terms, getting
nlong very well without the news and gossip
of the weorld, while enjoving, nevertheless,
many of the good things of civilization
brought to them by small trading vessels, ro
whom they sell the copra prepasved from their
cocoanuts,

Within the past fow years several islands
have been discovered in the Pacific which, it
was found, had long bLeen known by small
traders, who in the interests of monopoly
carefully kept their information to them-
selves, After the Sydney newspapers an-
nounced the discovery of a fine new fsland
not far from New Giuinea nges captain in
port produyped & very good map of the island
which he had made several vears before, He
had probably hoped to hand down the secret
to his heirs as an exclusive trading priviloge,
In this way it has bappened that Marston's
little colony bhas flourishied ynkuown save to
one or twa tradsrs, whose interests have kept
them quiet,

Hundreds of the little islands of the Pacific
are uninbabited, and are very rarvely seen by
vessels,  Who knows but among them may
be modern Robinson Ciusces, waiting na-
tiently for a sail, and living in & fair (kgreb
of comfort upon dhie bounties of which na-
ture is so lavish in those regions! We have
recently told the story of Mr. Bell and his
little fawily, wiho are monarchs of all they
survey in the Hermmadec group, 600 miles
frow their nearvest neighbors. The passen-
gers and crew of the bark Henry James, who
were rescued in May last from a coral reef
in Polypesia, koow what it is to be cast-
awaysin the Pacific, hundroeds of miles from
inhabited islands.  If they had not fortu
nately saved their sinall boat ghey mighy
bave been prisoners for many moutha on the
little island.  Five men in the boat carried
the news of their disaster 1,500 miles to Sa-
moa, and in less than two months deliver-
ance came, They needed elothing, but wera
not otherwise in serious want, for fish and
cocounuts had amply supplementsd tha slen-
der food supplies witn which they had
reachied their placs of Yefuge.

Among the jubilee presents received by
Queen Victoria were somo hats and other
manufactures, miss skiltfully made of straw,
the humble tribute of the mest unique and
famous of Pacifio colonles, In 1800 the Pit-
cairn islanders may celebrate the centennial
of the landing of their mutinous fathers on
the litile rock where Lady Belcher, their his-
torian, says they bave begfune “sach a come
munity as hes been the dreain of poets and
the aspiratitn of philosophers.,™ Tt is not
often the world hears from these hapny aud
peaceful islanders now nymbering 113 Eigls
who have perpgtaatad the remarkable golohy
founded ninatyeight years ago bx '[ipgljgt
sailors; Lpt it is refreshing noW and then to
cr-nimn::l:llb thelr [dyviite Fistence, éut oft as
they are froia the busy world, tilling the fer-
tile valleys of their little home only two and
a quarter square miles in exlant, possessing a
sehoolhon=e and & cuureh, but no Jail; intelli-
gont, neat and eclean, with plenty of haoks
and fruit and flowers, a simpls Learted, de-
vout people, and tha pnly Christian com-
munity in e world that has no strong
drink, tobacco or money.

raveler on an aglish bark which
touched at Pitoatrn in February last says he
sw among the islanders men who in stature
would be a erudit to the Royal Guards, and
women whoe were fair to see, though their
garments were not rich and fashionable:
women who are shiiled in the arts of house
wifery, in the making of fancy baskets and
shell work, and some, too, who can play ex-
cellently on the little church organ, Barn
to this life of isolation, the Plicairn Islander
hears with wander and delight, but without
envy, of the world beyond his sea girt home,
When, years ago, Piteairn becams tno
crowded, considering its sleuder resourses,
and the peoplsa were removed by Great
Britain to Norlolk, that island, small as it
is, bewildered them by its vastness. Having

only footpaths in Pitcairn, they thought the
wagon roads of Norfolk unsightly, and the |
echoes aroused by their voices in the stone |
quarier where convicts had once lived im-
pressed them as a most disagreeable novelty. |
A minority decided that thevy could not be
happy among these strange surroundings
and they returned to Piteairn tolive and dia,
—New York Sun, .

Experimenting with the Beggars.

A Paris philanthropist, who was struck by
the alarming and painful inerease of men-
dieity in the metropolis, recently made a pe-
caliar, although, perhaps, not a novel experi-
ment, He went around to several generous
merchants, manufacturers and tradespeopls,
and succeeded in inducing them to take into
their employment sil the “Vagrom men”
that ha should send to them with letters of |
recommendation. Then be summoned to-
gether an army of the “unemployed,” made
a speech to them on the advantage of labor,
the advisability of economy and the dangers
of absinthe and petit bleu, nnd finally di-
rected them to call for the letters of recom-
mendation, which were to procure for them
immediate and remunerative employment at |

the minimum rate of four francs per dien. |
Out of 737 of bis ragged audience, more than |
balf disa it by magic from the |
the philan-

the remainder, some took

BILLIONS IN A CART.

HOW CUSTOMS RECEIPTS ARE TAKEN
TO THE SUB-TREASURY.

From 500,000 to §1,000,000 Carried in »
Modest Old Hand Cart—A Simple Sys-
tem—Daily Cash—A New Plan of Fay-
ing Customs.

A bheavy wheeled hand cart, with a thick
set little guiding wheel in front and pushed
by two men from behind, clattered down tho
steps of the William sireet entrance to the
custom honse at 5:45 the other aflterncon,
It was instantly followed by four broad
shouldered laboring men, asmooth faced old
man of clerical appearance and wu  stern
looking mun with s heav® brownish mus-
tache, who quickly grouped themselves on
both sides of it and in front of it amd be
hindk The little group, with the cart rum-
bling in the l.'ema pushed rapidly to Wall
street to the went at
a quick pace up the street Nuassau,
then wround to Pine street and  was
swallowed up in the rear entrance to the sub-
treasury building.  All along the journey
from the custom house to the sub-treasury
people stopped and gazed curiously at the
group as it hurried along aod tried to get a
glimpse of the cart. It was not a very had-
some vehicle. The box was literally a box
iron bound and tightly locked with a beavy
brass padlock, but those who understood the
matter knew that it might contain any where
from $300,000 to 1,000,000 or more, and that
this money represented Uncle Sawm's daily
tolis on merchandise imported from abiroad,
and that it was on its way to he r ;
the treasury, atuduer coatribulion to swell
the greav surplus which now lies idle there,

THE ENVY OF THIEVES,

For over twenty yvears, at about the same
hour ou six days in every week, the cart has
made the same journey surroundal by its
escort. How mnany thieves have cast en
vicus eyes at it, how many speculators on
the verge of ruin, how many dishonest hani
employes with the impending crisis of dis-
covery banging close over them, have
thought that to only have for but a fow
weeks or a few days the contents of that
ugly iron bound box would be rescue from
ruin, flight or suicide, anybody can imagine.
Doubtless many a gang of knaves have
wasted many a long hour trying to devise
some daring scheme to waylay its guardians,
smash the heavy box and make off witl its
contents. But from all thiz nothing has
ever come. For nearly a guarter of a cen
tury the old cart has trundled over its route
aud wob an unlawiul band has been raised
against it. Collector Hedden in his time
did receive, it is troa, a written warning that
a plot bad been hatched to attack the treas
ure cart. It was the work of some practical
joker, most likely. A little gxtra precaution
was exercised {oo a time, but the plot never
deveioped. The most daring robber gould
unot fall to see the madness of such an nt-
tempt. The cart hus cavied its millians
with never the loss of so much as o oent,

Familiar as is the sight of the little Sehicle
and its guard its apponrance hever fails tc
partially stop the hurtying Wall street
throng for a moment. Those who know
what it means cast a reverent eye on it as it
passes. Strangers who understand nothing
of it cateh sight of the big letters “TU. 8.7
painted on ench end of the cart, and the hur-
ried seriousness of those who surround it and
knaw that it is no light matter that isin
hand,

The system by “which the money is thus
transferred is perfectly simple In the
cashier's office at the custom heuse ave kept
four boxes, iron bound and made of thick
onk bpard, They are two feet in length by
one foot in breadth, and about a foot in
depth. At each end i= & massive iron Landle
that in itself weighs nearly two of the fifteen
pounds at which each box tips the beam.
When the day’s work is completed the money
is counted and placed in these boxes, It is
then delivered to the custody of Upited
States Detective T. J. Murtha. Foeur labor
ers then come, and each one shoulders a box
and carries {t ip the guound floor. Here the
bozes ara placed in the strong box on the
cart, which Murtha locks At the sub-treas
ury the money ia again counted, aml ig i
agrees with the custom house pouug » ‘:u-vipl
is given.

DALY AVERAGE OF CASI.

“The daily average of cash we carry,” said
the good natured detective, ““is about £500,-
000, though of course there are many days
when we cairy over a million. When we
havea good deal of coin the load is a very
heavy one, and this, with the weight of the
cart and the boxes, makes it no easy thing to
push, We always have two men pushing
and four around it, besides myself and the
messenger. 1 am the oulyone who is armed
We go up the north side of Wall street be-
cause there are more people there and always
some of Inspector Byrue's detectives about.
[ bave only been here about two vears, but
1 suppose we have carried not fur from £330.-
000,000 in that time, What wealth that old
cart has had in its bowels! It makes o man
dizzy to tkink of it. The surplus in the
treasury would be as a little chicken feed in
your pocket compared toit. | never feel
the least fear of an attack. How could
they get away with anything? The
sreet is Obled with people. Thev would
bave to disable me first. There would be
pistol shots Lefore that. Then they would
have to smash in the box on the cart, and
then they would have to lug awav the dead
weight of one or more of those inner boxes,
There would be 500 people and a dozen po-

north side and then
Lo

| licemen and detectives about before tiey got

that far. The system is absolutely safe so
far as that is concerned, unless a small arm \'4
of desperate men sweep down upon us.®
Notwithstanding the system inaugurated
of paying customs dues through the medium
of bank deposits in the sub-treasury and
certified bank checks drawn thereon, the old
cart still goes over its regular route: But the
days of its glory are numbered. Already
fully half the duoes are paid by the check SYS-
tem, and as its advantages become better

| understood by banks and importers it will
| supersede the old system,

So the histofieal
cart, like many another Wall street celel-
rity, will drift penniless into some obscure
corner and its past glories will be forgotten.
—New Yoark World.

Helght of Meteorologieal Stations.

Of the present very limited number of high
stations for making meteorological obserya-
tions there are only two in Enrope which ex-
ceed 5,000 meters in height, being about
10,000 and 11,000 feet respectively. Among
those in this country Pike's peak, whick has
an altitude of 14,100 feet, exceeding thus, by
more than 35,000 feet, any in Europe. These
great heights are much more accessible on
this continent than in Europe, there being
five in America where 11,000 feet or more is

| reached by railroads built for facilitating

mining work; the highest of these in North
m'i;hllmnt Lincoln,in(:ol?mdo.thp
mining on which are 14,207 fect abave
the sea.—Public Opinion.
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[he Plattsmouth Herald

Is onjoying o Boowm in both its

DAILY AND WEERLY

HDITIONS.

The Year 1888

Will be one during which the .-ul.j:-riﬁ of
importance will be

national interesr and
r-'“'un;_',']}' :I_'_:H:'.h.'ll and the election of a
President will take place. ‘Ihe people of
Cass County who wounld like to learn of

Political, Commercial

and Social Transactions

of this year and would keep apace with
the times shonld

—— S U BSC RIS ——

-FOR EITHER THE—

Daily or Weekly Herald.

>

Now while we have the Hl]i_i!'l'? before the
people we will venture to speak of our

J0B DEPARTMENT,

Which is first-elass in all
from which our job printers are turning
ont much satistactory work.

respects  and

' ]
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