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TUE LAME TOOK THE PREY

LAST BUNDAY'S SERVICES IN THE
BROOKLYN TABERNACLE.

Pr. Talmage Says That In the Army of
Christ Too Many Want to be Com-
manders — The C(hurch Needs
Farnest Workers 1o the Ranks.

BrookLyx, May 27.—At the Taberna-
ele thia morning the Rev. T. De Witt Tal-
mage, D. 1., read the account of the
man helpless at the Beautiful Gate of the
Temple. He then gave out the hymn
beginning:

A cloud of witnesses around
Hold thee in full survey;
Forget the steps already trod,
And onward urge thy way.

The subject of the eloquent doctor's
discourse was: **Disabled Hunters Bring-
ing Down the Most Game.” His text
was from lIsaish® xxxiii, 23: “The lame
take the prey.” Following is the ser-
nun:

The urier demolition of the Assyrian
host was here predicted. Not only robust
men should go forth and gather the
spoils of conquest, but even men crippled
of arm and crippled of foot should go
out and capture much that was valuable,
Their physical disadvantages should not
hinder their great enrichment.  So it has
been in the past, so it is now, so it will
ba in the future. So it is in all depart-
ments,  Mon labor under scemingly great
disndvantages nund amid the most un-
fuvorable circumsta=ces, yet making
grand achievements, getting great bless-
ing for themselves, great blessing for the
world, great Llessing for the church, and
70 **the lame take the prey."

Do you know that the three preat
pocts of the world were totally Llind?
Homer, Ossian, John Milton. Do you
LEnow that Mr. Prescott, who wrote that
enchanting book, *The Conquest of Mex-
jico,™ never saw Mexico, eould not even
sce the paper on which he was writing?
A framework across the sheet, betwoen
which, up and down, went the pen im-
mortal. Do you know that Gambassio,
the sculptor, could not see the marble
before himn or the chisel with which he
cut jt into shapes bewitching? Do you
know that Alexander Pope, whose pocins
will last us long as the English language,
was so much of an invalid that he had
o be sewed up every morning in _rough
canvus in oblder to stand on his feet at
all?

Do yon know that Stuart, the cele-
brated painter, did much of his wonder-
ful work under the shadow of the dun-
geon. where he had been unjustly im-
prisoned for delit? Do you know that
Demosihenes, by almost superhuman ex-
ertion, tirst had to conquer the lisp of his
own specch before be conquered assem-
blages with his eloquence? Do you
Enow that Bacon struggled all through
insumerable sicknesses, and that Lord
Byron and Sir Walter Scott went limp-
ing on club feet through all their life,
prd that many of the great povts and
patpters and orators and historians and
heroes of the world had something lo
keep them back, and pull them down,
and impede their way, and cripple their
physical or their intellectual movement;
and vet that they pushed on and pushed
up until they reached the spoils of
worldly success, and amid the huzza of
nations and centuries, *“‘the lame tock
the prex?”

You know that a vast multitnde of
these men started under the disadvantage
of obscure parentage. Columbus, the son
of the weaver. Ferguson, the astrono-
mer, the son of the shepherd. America,
the prey of the one; worlds on worlds
the prey of the other. DBug what is true
in secular directions i3 more true in
spiritual and religious directions, and I
proceed to prove it ‘

There are in all communities many in-
valids. They never know a well day.
They adhere to their cccupations, but
llwy: go panting along the streets with
exhaustions, and at eventime they lie
dovn on the lounge with achings beyond
all medicament. They have tried all pre-
seriptions, they have gone through all
¢he cures which were proclaimed infalli-
bie, and they bave come now to surren-
der to perpetual ailments. They consider
they are among many disadvantages;
and when they see those who are busyint
in health pass by they glmost envy their
robust frames and easy respiration.

But { have noticed among that invaiid

3 those who have the greatest knowl-
eden of the Bible, who are in necarest
intitnacy with Jesus Christ, who have
the most glowing experienca of the
truth, who have had the most remarkgile
snswers to prayer, and who have most
exhilarant anticipations of heaven. The
temptations which weary us who are in
robust health they haveconquered. They
divided among them the spoils of
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These ave the lame that take the prey.
itobert 11all an iuwalid, Edward Payson
ar. invalid, Richard Daxter an invalid,
s noe. Rutherford an invalid.  This
murning. when you want to call to mind
thicee who gre most Christlike, you think
of some darkenad room in your f{ather's
Liouse [rown which thera went forth an
influence potent for elernity.

A step farther: Through raised letters
the art of printing has been brought to
the attention of the blind.

You tuke up the Dille for the blind,
and you clese your escs, and you Fun
vouur fingers over the raised letters, and
vou say: ~Why, I never could get any
fufosmnntion in this wav. What a slow,
of reading! God help the

Ihnmbirogs way ey ¢

Lliud, El
And vet 1 find among that class of per-
aone—nmong the blind, the deaf and the
Aurnb—the mwost thorough acquainiznee
avitlh God's word. Shut out from ail
o lier sources of information, no sooner
does their hand touch the ruised letier
than they gathera prayer. Withouteycs,
they look off upon the kingdom of God's
love. Without bearing they catch ihe
mipsirelsy of the skies, Dumb, yet with
pencli, or with irradiated countenance,
ghey declars the glory of God. X

A large audience assembled in New
York at the anniversary of the Deal .and
Dumb asylum, and one of the visitors
swith chalk on the blackboard wrote 13

mw;hegp&h‘ jls: *'Do you not find
rerj'hlrdto dead a5d dumb?” And
one of the pupils took the eolzlk and
wrote on tie blackboard this sublime

tured ear, we will scarce regret that our
cars were never marred with earthly
sounds.” Ohl the brightest eyes in
heaven will be those that never saw on
earth. The ears most alert in heaven
will be those that in this world heard
neither voice of friend, nor thrum of
harp, nor carcl of bird, nor doxology of
congregations.

A lad who had been blind from In-
fancy was cured. The oculist operated
upon the lad, and then put a very heavy
bandage over the eves, and after a few
weeks had gone by, the bandage was re-
moved, and the mother said to her child:
“Willie, can you see?”” He said: *Ohl
mamma, is this heaven?'' The contrast
between the darkness before and the
brightness afterward was overwhelming.
And I tell you the glories of heaven will
be a thousandfold brighter for those who
never saw anything on earth. While
many with good vision closed their eyca
in night, and many who had a good,
artistic and cultured ear went down into
discord, these afilicted ones cried unto
the Lord in their trouble, and he made
their sorrows their advantage, and so
*‘the lame took the prey.”

In the Seventh century there was a
legend of St. Modobert. It was said that
his mother was blind, and one day while
looking at his mother he felt so sympa-
thetic for her blindness that he rushed
forward and kissed her blind eyes, and,
the legend says, her vision came im-
mediately. That wus only a legend, but
it is a truth, a glorious truth, that a kiss
of God’s eternal love has brought to
many a blind eye eternal illamination.

A step further: There are those in all
communities who toil mightily for a lives
lihood. They have scant wages. Per-
haps they are diseased, or have physical
infirmities, so they are hindered from
doing a continuous day's work. A city
missionary finds them up the dark alley,
with npo fire, with thin clothing, with
very coarse bread. They never ride in
ihe street cars; they ecannot afford the
five cents. They never see any pictures
save those in the show window on the
street, from which they are often jostled,
and looked at by some one who seems to
gay in the looks “Move on! what are
you doing here looking at pictures?"

Yet many of them live on mountains
of transfiguration. At their rough table
he who fed the five thousand breaks the
bread. They talk often of the good
times that are coming. This world has
no chiarm for them, but heaven entrances
their spirit. They often divide their
scant crust with some forlorn wretch
who knocks at their door at night, and
on the blast of the night wind, as the
door opens to let them in, is heard the
voice of him who said: “I was hungry
and ye fed me.” No ecohort of heaven
will be too bright to transport them. By
God’s help they have vanquished the
Assyrian host. They have divided
among ithem the spoils, Lame, lame,
yet they took the prey.

I was riding along the country road
one day, and I saw a man on crutches.
I overtook him. He was very old. He
was going very slowly, At that rats it
would have taken him two hours to goa
mile. I eaid: ~“Wouldn't you like to
ride?” He said: “Thank yon, I would,
God bless you.” ‘When he sat beside me
he said: *You see I am very lame and
vory old, but the Lord has been a good
Lord to me. 1 have buried all my chil-
dren. The Lord gavd them and the Lord
had a right to take them away. Blessed
be his name. I was very sick and I had
no money and my reighbors came in
and took care of me and I wanted noth-
ing. [ suffer a great deal with pain, but
then 1 have so many mercies left. The
L.ord has been a good Lord to me.”™ And
before we had got far 1 was in doulst
whether I was giving him a ride or he
was giving me a ride! He said: “Now,
if you please, I'll get out here. Just
help me down on my erutches, if you
please.  God bless you. Thank you, sir.
Good morning. Good morning. You
liave been feet to the lame, sir, you have.
Giood morning.” Swasrthy men had gone
the voad that day. I donot know where
they came out, but every hobble of that
old man was toward the shining gate.
With his old cruteh he had struck down
many & Sennacherib of tamptation which
nas mastered you and me. Lame, so
fearfully lame, so awfully lame; but he
took the prey.

A step further: There are in all com-
munities many orphans. Duri:gmour
last war and in the years immediately
following, how many children we heard
say: *‘Okl my father was killed in the
war.” Have you ever noticed—I fear
you have not—how well those children
have turned out? Starting under the
greatest disadvantage, no orphan asylum

| ennld do for them what their father

would liare done had he lived. The
skirmisher sat one might, by the light of

| fagots, in the swamp, writing a letter

home, when asharpshooter’s bullet ended
the letter which was never folded, never

) 0 are | posted and never read.
athietic and ewarthy loiter in the way. |

| disadvantage. No father to fight their

Those childron came up under great

way for them. Perhaps therewas in the
old family Dible an old yellow leiter
pasted (osg, whicl fold the story of that
father's long march, and how he suffered
in the hospital; but they looked still fur-
ther on in the Bible, and they came to
the story of how God is the father of the
fatherless, and the widow's portion, and
ti.e¥ goon took their father's place in that
houschold. Thgy hattled the way for
their mother. They cams on up, and
many of them have in the years since
the war taken positions in church and
stato. While many of those who sufiered
nothing during those times have had sons
zo out into lives of indolence and vaga-
bondage, these who started under so
many disadvantages because they were
o early bereft, are the lame wko
took the prey.

A step further: There are those who
would like to do good. They say: “Oh!
if I only had wealth, or, if I had elo-
guence, or if I had high social pasition,
how much I would accomplish for God
and tho church!™ 1stand here today to
tell you that you havo great opportuai-
tics for usefulness.

Who built the P The king
who ordered them bui No; the plain
workmen who added stone after stone
and stonﬁowafter stona.m Who built the
dikes of government
crdered the enterprise? No; the
workmen w&ho carried
rung their trowel on
those who have

tinners, the roofers, dependent on a day's
wages for a livelihood. And so in the
great work-of human suffer-
ing and enlightening human ignorance
and balting human iniquity. In that

work, the chief part s to be done |

y ordinary men, with ordinary zh,
in an ordinary manner, and by ordinary
means. The trouble is that in the army
of Christ we all want to be captains and
colonels and brigadier generals. Weare
not willing to march with the rank and
file and to do duty with the private sol-
dier. We want to belong to the reserve
corps, and read about battle while
warming ourselves at the campfires, or
on furlough at home, our feet upon an
ottoman, we sagging back intoan arm
chair.

As you go down the street you sce an
excavation, and four or five men are
working, and perhaps twenty or thirty
leaning on the rail and looking over at
them, That is the way it is in the
church of God today: where you find
one Christinn hard at work, there are
fifty men watching the job.

Oh!l my friends, why do you not go ta
work and preach this Gospell You say:
“I have no pulpit.” Youhave, It may
be the carpenter’s bench, it may be the
mason’s wall. The robe in which you
are to proclaim this Gospel may be a
shoemaker's apron. But woe unto you
if you preach not this Gospel somew here,
somehow| If this world is ever brought
to Christ, it will be through the unanin
ous and long continued efforts of men
who, waiting for no special endowment.
consecrate to God what they huave
Among the most useless people in the
world are men with ten talents, while
many a one with only two talents, or no
talent at all, is doing a great work, and
50 “the lame take the prey.’

There are thousands of mimsters of
whom you have never heard—in log
abins at the west, in mission chapels at
the east—who are warring against the
legions of darkness, successfully warring
Tract distributors, month by month un
dermining the citadels of sin. You do
not know their going or their coming.
but the footfalls of their ministry are
heard in the palaces of heaven. Who
are the workers in our Sabbath schouols
throughout this land today? Men cele.
brated, men brilliant, men of vast es-
tate? For the most part, not that at all
I have noticed that the chief characteris
tics of the most of those who are suceess
ful in the work is that they know then
Bibles, are earnest in prayer, are anxious
for the salvation of the young, and Sab
bath by Sabbath are willing to sit down
unobserved and tell of Christ and the
resurrection.  These are the huwmble
workers who are recruiting the great
army of Christian youth—not by might,
not by power, not by profound arguruent,
not by brilliant antithesis, but by the
blessing of God on plain talk, and humble
story, and silent tear, and anxious loock
**“The lame take the prey."’

Oh! this work of saving the youth of
our country—how few appreciate what
it is! This generation tramping onto the
grave—we will soon all be gone. Wh:u
next?

An engineer on a locomotive going
across the western prairvies day after day
saw a little child come out in front of a
cabin and wave to him; so he got in the
habit of waving back to the little child
and it was the day's joy to him to ece
this little one come out in front of the
cabin door and wave to him, while Le
answered back.

One day the train was belated and it
came on to the dusk of the evening. As
the engineer stood at his post he saw by
the headlight that [ittle girl on the track.
wondering why the train did not come.
looking for the train, knowing nothing
of its peril. A great horror seized upon
the engineer. He reversed the engine
He gave it in charge of the other man on
board, and then he climbed over the en
gine, and he came down on the cow
catcher. He said, though he had re
versed the engine, it seemed as though
it were going at lightning speed, faster
and faster, though it was really slowing
up, and with almost supernatural clutch
he caught that child by the hair and
iifted it up, and when the train stopped
and the passengers gathered around to
see what was the matter, there the old
engineer lay, fainted dead away, the
little child alive and in his swarthy
armas,

*Oh!’* you say, ‘‘that was well done.”
But I want you to exercise some kind-
ness and some appreciation toward those
in the community who are snatching the
little ones from under the wheels of
temptation and sin—snatching them from
under thundering rail trains of eternal
.disaster, bringing them up into respecta-
bility in this world and into glory for the
world to come. You appreciate what
the engineer did; why can you not ap-
preciate the grander work done by every
Sabbath school teacher this afternconi

Oh! my friends, I wani to impress
upon myself and upon yourselves that it
is not the number of talents we possess,
but the use we make of them.

God has a royal family in the world.
Now, if 1 should ask: *“Who are the
royal families of history?" you would
say: *House of ﬁaaburg. Louse ‘of
Stuarts, house of Bourbons." They lived
in palaces and had great equipage. But
who are the Lord's royal family? Some
of them mayserve you in the household,
some of them are in unlighted garrets,
some of them will walk this afternoon
down the street, on their arm a Lasket of
broken food; some of them are in the
almshouse, despised gnd yejected of men,
vet in the last great day, while it will be
found that some of us who fared sumpt-
uously every day are hurled back into
discomfiture, there are the lame that will
take the prey.

One step further: There are a great
many people discouraged about getting
to heaven. You are brought up in good
families, you had Christian parentage:
but they frankly tell me that you are a
thousand miles away from the right
track.

My brother, you are the one | want to
preach to this moning. | have been
looking for you. 1 will tell you how you
got astray. [t was pot maliciousness on

arf. It was perhaps through Lhe
_ sociality

been for some timg bigwing in a direc- 2 &
| tion favorable to the traneportation of the @ B

discase. Dr. Paulinis believed that the T & B B &
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its germs being earried by the currents of % i :
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they disgraced themselves. they disgraced
their household, they despaired of return
because therr reputation was gone, their
property was gone, everything was gone,
but in some hour like this heard the voice
of God, and threw themseclves on the
divine compassion, and they rose up more
than conquerors. And I tell you thire
is the sarue chance for you. That is one |
reason why I hike to preach this Gospel,
80 free a Gospel, so tremendous a Goopel,
It takes a man all wrong, and makes him
all right.

In a former settlement where 1
preached, a member of my congregation
quit the house of God, quit respectable | oo, sps o )
circles, went into all styles of sin, and | iJ [ ’ r'e
was slain of his iniquity. Theday for his | e\
burial came, and his body was brouzht
to the bouse of God. Some of his com
rades who had destroyed him were over
heard alongz the street, on the wiay to the |
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wrial, saying: ‘Come, let us go and | H g ED

hear Talmage damn this old sinner!™ a geS } dn urne Eoes
Oh! 1 had npothing but tears for the

dead, and 1 had nothing but invimtions
for the living, You see 1 counld At
not do any otherwise. *“Christ Jesus
came to seek and save that which
was lost." Christ in his dying prayer
said: **Father, forgive them," aund that
was a prayer for you and for me. O}
start on the road to heaven todav, You
are not happy. The thirst of your soul
will never be slaked i*y the fountains of
sin. You turn everywhere but to Gl
for help  Right where you are, call on
him. He knows vou, he knows all glean

yon, he knows all the cdds agatn-t wuics
vou have been contending in life. Do vite
not go o himm with a long rigmarole of u
prayer, but just look up and say: “Help!
Help!"'

But you say: *My hand trembles so
from my dissipations | can’t even take
hold of a hymn book o sing.,” Do nol
worry about that, my brother; | will
give out a hymn at the close so [amiliar
you can singz it without a boolk Dut von
say: ‘1 have such terrible habite on e
I can't get rid of them.” My answer i
Almighty grace can break up that habit.
and will break it up. But you say:
wrong | did was to one dead an
heaven blbow, and | can't corrces
wrong.” You can correct it. DBy tln
grace of God, go into the prescuce of that
one, and the apologies you ousrhit to hine
made on earth make in heaven,

“OhI" says some man, il |
try to do right, il 1 showdd turn avwon
from my evil doing unto the Lord, |
would be jostled, I would be driven
back ; nobody would have any sympathy
forme.” Youn are mistaken, [Iere, in
the presence of the chiurch on earth and ; 7
in heaven, I give you today the right 3, EHYE Ty da
hand of Christian fellowship, God =ent | fuyming utensils that have
me here today to preach this, and he '
sent you here to hear this: Lot the _
wicked forsake his way, and the ;‘: ii,_‘?; T %:EE .§“ }‘.;'Z
anrighteous man  his  thoneht,  and | #8 8 By 3 £ e CJ & A
let him retwrn unto the Lord, who | <
will have mercy, and unto ow
God, who will abundautly pardon
M'bough you may have been the wen o
sinner, you may become the best suing, | LD
and in the great day of judgment it will | ayd
be found that “‘where sin abounded,
grace does much more abou:nd, it = z
while the spoils of an everlasting king- | VOaINg colts, ane
dam are being awarded for your pursuit .
it will be found li!.’l.[ I!;c‘r lame took thie f.én g e Hers, a laree number of ehickens.
prey.  DBlessed be God that we are, tls :

Subbath, one week unearer the oblitera |
tion of all the inequalities of this life zud |
all its disquietudes. Ftire

Years ago. on a boat on the Noith | .
river, the pilot gave a very sharp ring to | cent off _ X .
the bell for the boat toslow ap. The | %‘g ?‘:ﬁ M ke V , L L E
angineer attended to the machinery, and : 3 a - I‘r’m ®
then he came up with some alarm on |

deck to see what was the matter. He —
saw it was a moonlizht night and there
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it was a bright moeonlizht, looked into the
doing our whole duuty; and when the |
calm bharbor of eternal rest!
Diphtberin Carried by Turkeys. Will be one during which the subjects of
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the year 1884. "The population o (Lis President will take place.
thirty years no case of diphtheria had
occurred in the inunediate neighborhood ;
36 died. Three weeks before the sick-
were sick on arrival, and each of the

-
the laryns, making it haarse. Opeof the
contact between the sick birds and the

w the pilot and said: “Why did you
ring the bell in that way? Wiy
there is night gathering darker and
duarker, and 1 can’'t gee the wav.” Thes .
G x Boom in beth its
face of the pilot and saw that Le was ! ] o5 5 ﬁﬂ:ﬁ' .
Iying, and then that he was dead. | o el e Y - ' e e
Gud grant that when our last moment |
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mists of the river of death gather on cur " o : e
eyelids, niny the good Pilot takethe whee! |
Livop the ancuor, furl the safl;
1 am safe within the vale.
2 iniz r ot = e 1 croestino . . .y
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been known on theisltand. In June a
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five of these died. The disease extend.d,

until, within & period of five months, 100

ness of the first child, a flock of turkeys .
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Dr. Paulinis found in the threats of
turkeys, after recovery, had paralvsis of
the legs, and was unable to walk. Al
first child attacked, stiil the distance be-
twaen them was slight, and a winid bagd

‘\-u‘\'.' \\'liili' we }H.\'t‘ II." :—”‘hjl'i'{ Lc!lurr Ifll'
Inmlafv we will venture to epeak of our
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Whieh is first-class in_all respeects and
from whieh our job printers are turning.
sut much satistaetory work,

aiv.—Bulletin Medical.
Ilulll"; F‘omf of Sugnr. ‘ »
The Indians on the San Carlos reserva
tion in Arizona are extravagantly fond
of sweets. Somelimes in one store a.
barvel of s _ sold day in
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