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COUNTY LECISLATION. ‘

Proceedings of the Board of Com-

missisvners of Cass Couniy, 1n
Regulr Session.
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Claims allowed :

M .\ Hartigan, balance on claim
‘or defending Steate and Wart

i 1li~t:EN court, allowed, and

the Clerk ordered to issue war-

prasds to County Treasurer for

amopnt G g es
. M A Hartigan
q P Vapatta for 525 UU nllu“td

and Clerk oraerad to (raw war-
rant in favor of County Treas-
w for the amount of taxes
21
-~
40
40 7
Bt
(1Y)

cise

-.;M'II_ i[
nol T
it the tinie of Lis

ent of Lancaster

s3)

-

\' HTTTA R Y
“' 11 Malick, bessaisyg prisoners.
(3ooroe Staats, collecting tascs
Sim'l Richardson, viewing road. 3
I ‘n as Graves, mdsa to paupers. 21
=, me ices to n-m-
luh med, sery 1 -
ll. icinl lmlm £ i’ W J Laughlin, road
sor Jlist. 7. In the waiter of the
claim of C.. B. & Q. railroad cum]mm io
re fund taxes on the said road bridge at
Plattsmonth, on the re ccu‘nmendutwn of |

(VTS

| harn,

County Attorney the consideration there-
of is continued to await the decision of
the Supreme Court in the against the
county where the same question is pre
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Claim of P. ). Bates
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SOMETHING FOR NOTHING.
That Seems to the Great Effort, the
Grent Desiderntum
The other morning 1 found upon my desk
an clegantly addressed letter. T opened it
The penmanship was noticeably fine, the
phrasing corvect, the purpose elear. The
writer introduced himselfl as a man of mis-
fortune, who ventured to ask some nid, how-
ever small and begging, in case 1 had to go
out, to inclose whatever I was willing to
give, in an accompanying envelope ad-
dressed to himself,  The letter was signed by
a stencil plate, with a facsimile of the
writer's signature, and the accompanying
envelope was addressed to himself, in the
same wayv. Pamiliarity with that sort of
thing enabled me to decide at once to have
nothing to do with the man, and to give him
nothing, Later in the day the door opened,
and a person with a pateh over his eye, very
well dressed, entered the room. “Is there
any nuswer to Mr. Blank's letter?’ he asked.

“Yes; the reply is that there is nothing for
you. You are altogether too systematie. I
am surpriscd that you succeed in so thinly
diszuised a fraud as this "

Without o word be turned and left she
TOGLHL,

There are more than a hundred tenants in
the bailding where 1 have my office, and it
would Le strange indeed if from some of them
this fellow didu't get a £5 or $10 bill, and
there are several hundred similar buildings
in the city, and it would be stranger yet if
from them all he didn’t derive a very band-
sOme income,

But, see the point?

In the first place he had to think out the
scheme.  In the next it required timeand in-
gennity to frame and write his begging ap-
peals.  Then he bad to have them delivered,
and then to call, all of which means indus-
trious pursuit of a chosen business, and, as
we all know, the indusirious following of a
chosen business results, ninety-eight times in
& hundred, in success. Why then could he
not find some reputable ealling, in which the
same industry, the same degree of wit and
endeavor, would bring him a fair return for
honest labor, a return for honest labor not
only, but a return to the people from whom
e gets his reward?

Something for nothing.

That seeins to be the great effort, the great
ambition, the great desideratum. It is a kind
of specnlation in futures. In some respects
it is not differeat {rom the speculation which
Wall street makes respectable, and which
after all is little more than betting that a
stock which stands here today will be some-
where else tomorrow, with the balance in
favor, however, of the Wall street operator,
because there is a chance for a man there to
lose, and that chance be has to take; whereas
with our friends, the bazging fraternity, the
extreme possibility is a failure to connect
with an secommodating pocketbook. An
unfortunate feature of this sort of thing is
found in the fact that many men are mis-
placed in life, and the misfortune which at-
tendds them falls upon their families, adding
to their burden and their disappointment at
the keen and incisive piercings of positive
phivsical suffering. Men with hungry wives
aud starving children will do almost any-
thing, and I don’t know that they afe to ba
censured one iota if they take any chance,
however desperate, to do any deed, however
wicked, in the moment of their dire necessity
and the hour of their extreme emergency.—
Joe Howard in New York Graphic,

An Ingenious Mendicant's Tricks.

There is a seemingly blind mendicant who
for the past year or so has gained a living in
the Eastern district of Brooklyn. He is a
strapping big fellow physically, of dark com-
plexion, an d capable of doing any kind of
manual labor. Tho writer met him a few
evenings ago and recognized him as a man
whom he had fl't‘f]uentl)' bestowed small
change upon when he stood on Chatham
street, New York city, not three years ago.
['p to the time the reporter met him last he
4id not have any doubis of the man’s afflic-
tivn, but wn incident gccurred on last Mon-
day night which will make the reporter man
wide awake.

On the 7:20 boat from Drooklyn the re-
poirter on looking up suddenly observed the
rman, but instead of working the blind dodge
i had a new wrinkle—that of a onc-armed
veteran Tn a small satchel suspencd around
biz pneck he bBad a numbor of silver and gold
raper eavelopes, in which were two or thrce
kinds of court plaster, the virtues of which
iwe proclaimed in a loud tone of voice. He was
ant very successful in disposing of his wares,
a:ed when the boat reached the slip the re-

er followed the man as he got off. lle
wulized up East street to Ilr‘uomc. and belind
a pile of lumber handed bis sachel to a dissi-
pated looking mertal, resciving in peturaa

s ..nl‘ and a square piece of pasiebozrd. When
- had placed tire pasteboard around his nock

! o walked sloyly up Droome street to Tomp-
15, nad then turaed into Grand street. On
corner of Grand ond Lewis streets be
snitend, took a tundle of lead pencfls in his
Liends, u.nl cricd out in a piteous tone of veice:

ib3 i- : help the blind.”

Tho un;m o watchsd him g few moments,
and tien walked over to him and said;

*You are the greatest rogue I ever saw, I
noticed you oa the ferry Loat, when you
e¢ould see ps well as I can, and now you sud-
:I v become blind. What do you mean by

Th man npened hiseres, turned and walked

Spiily up Grand strect tothe Bowery.—New
ik Evening Sun,

American Books In Japan.
meriean anthors are more read than the
Laclish in Japan. Last year 55,000 English
aind 110,000 American books were imported
iuto that couatry, so that the old question,
HWho reads an Amepican book ' was {airly
answered.—Chicago Herall,

ANIMALS \I AKE QOII,.

TWENTY SPECIES OF AMERICAN
MAMMALS ARE BURROWERS.

The Wonderful Work
Farthworms—Wlhat

Done Anlts,

by
Larval Insects Ac-

complish—Activity of the Crayfish iu

Wet Ground—Observations.

Although the earthworms are undoubtedly
very important agents in overturning and
breaking up of soil, it appears to me that

in the natural and artificial grass lands, So
far as I have been able to observe, these
creatures ave rarcly found in our ordinary
forests, where a thick layer of leafl mold,
commingled Wwith leanches, lies upon the
carth. The character of this deposit is such
that the ¢creatures are not competent tomake
their way throuzh it, and they, therefore, in
the main avord such situnations, |, Moreover,
wherever
carthworins arve seantily fouud, if they are
present at all. These worms are practically
limited to the soils of a somewhat clavey
t"lﬂ','.ll’l-'l‘, which have no coating of decaved

getation upon them,

\1t|u preates ek
has been produe u{ in forest regions
first examino the action of various unian:ll:'!
upon the soils of wooded countries. The
mammals are of all our vertebrates the wost
cffcctive in their action upon the soil of
forests, Twenty specics or more of our
American mammals are burrowers in the
forest bed. They either make their habiia-
tions beneath the ground or resort to it in
pursuit of food. Of these our burrowing
rodents are perhaps the most eflective, but a
large number of other small maunmals resorg

A e

tioms. Im forming their burrows or in the
pursuit of other burrowing animals these
creatures often penctrate through the whole
or greater portion of the soil covering., The
material which is withdrawn from tho bus-
row is gecumulated abont its mouth. The
result is the overturning of a considerahile
amount of the earth and a consequent comn-
mingling of the materinl with vegetabile
matter. When brought to the surface and
left exposed to the action of frost the break-
ing up of the material is greatly favored. nnd
thus the formation of the soil is facilitatod.,

Considerable as is the effect of burrowing
munimmals, the principal overturning of the
carth in our primeval forests is accomplishad
by the invericbrate animals. Where tie
«woods are not very dense, and particulariyv
where the soil is somewhat sandy, our large:t
species of ants are very offective agents in
working over the soil. 'l‘Lml' burrows extend
to the depth of some feet below the surface,
and each hill brings to the air several cubic
feet of excavated matter, which, as slight iu-
spection shows, is much commingled with
vegetable matter, Wherever these ant hils
abound they commonly exist to the numler
of a score or more on each acre, and the wc-
cupants of each hill, in many cases, bring as
much as acabie foot of matter to the surlaco
in the courso of a single year. The action ol
rain constantly operates to diffuse this ma-
terial on every side of the hill. We may often
olserve a thin layer of sediment extending
for a considerable distance from the slevatjon,

As is well known to all those who have in-
specied the soil within virgin forests, the
earth is occupied by a host of larval insects,
principally belonging to the group of beetles,
but including also many orthopterous insect s,
These ereatures in the course of their life un-
derground displace a good deal of soil, a por-
tion of which is thrown upon the surface, the
greater part, however, being merely dislodgzed
beneath the surface. The effect, however, ia
to commingle nnd to break up the soil, and
thus favor its comminution. Although the
roots of trees do by far the larger part of the
reading which is accomplished in the so:l
layer, they do not bring about much com-
mingling of the soil,

Where the woods are wet and favor the de-
velopment of the crayvfish the effcet of this
group of animals on the over turning of the
soil is extremely great. It probably L‘(.L‘i_i!:
that which is accomplisked in our grdinary
ficlds by the qction of tho earthworm. A
single crayfish will often bring in the course
of a single season’s activity not less than half
a cubic foot of earthy matter to the surfaco,
In certain districts where these animali
abound there appear to be not less than 1,000
to each acre of surface. If such be the!
number it is evident that not less than w0
cubie feet of matter is brought to the surface
from a considerable depth ia the course of o
year. As this matter is generally of a rathcr
fine nature and easily dissolved in water it
rapidly washes away aivl forms a thu sheet
on the surface. I am inclined to belicve thas
large areas of our wet woods and the open
border lands along our streams are completely
overturngd to the depih of twa feet or mors
in the course of half a century by the actiony
of these animals.

In open grounds, in natural prairies or

they are most effective in the tilled flelds or |

the soil is of a very sandy nature |

I;-hll.‘;ii -

to the earth and make considerable exeava- |

Zrass plains, the smaller species of ants are
extr‘cmul}' effective agents in overturning
the soils. Wherever the ground remaips for
some time pnplawed it beecames cecupied by
theso creatures, In the sandy soils of cast-
ern Massachusetts the overturning ae coin- !
plished by these creatures assumes a geclogi-
cal importance. For many years I have
been puzzled by the fact that the glaciul |
terraces and plains of this region were ex-
tensively covered to the depth of a foot or
more by a coating of fine sand anid very
small peliblgs, wkila Lelow the depth of a
foot pebbles of larger size are very numer-
ous, and the spaces between them but jm- |
perfectly occupied with any material. It is |
chviously impossible to explain these condi-
tions through the action of earth worms, for
the reason that these creatures are rarcly
found in soils of this description. From o
much observation I bave become convineed
that thils poating pi sandy material is tu g |
great extent to be explained by the action of
various species of ants, in the forest condi-
tion by the work of the larger black ants,
and in the condition of open plains Ly that
of the spaller species —Professor N, 8. Sha-
ler in Popular Science Mo:.l‘.h] V.

b.ul.n]'l an ookl disads: bet men who munke q
pr‘dcd"t of doing good som bBecome exporia

Daring the lm. vear and a balf the cotton
mnnurnc:un ng power of Japan has increased
more than 159 Iu I ceat,
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p:ogs Imux baoks at the British museumn.
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