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THE ETERNAL CITY.

MODERN NOTIONS CROWDING OUT
THE OLD AND PICTURESQUE.
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VERY SLIGHT CIRCUMSTANCES.

Instances Where They Have Led to Grave
und Impourtant Issues.

It is stated that when Leopold van
Ranke began to collect facts for his
history, a singular accident occurred in
A bridge gave way one
morning, and some persons were swept
away in the current leneath, Van
Ranke, who was absent at the time, on
his return inguired into the details of the
ciutastrophe. 1 saw the bridge fall,”
one of the neighbors. A heavy
wain had  just passed over it and weak-
civadat,. Two women woere on it when it
foll, and o soldier on a white horse.”  »I
sow it fall)"” declared another; **but the
wiain bl passed over it two hours pre-
vious, The fuol passengers were children,
and the rider wias a civilian on a black

" e Now," argued Von Ranke, “if
it s umpessible to learn the truth about
an accident which happened at broad
noonday only twenty-four hours ago, how
an I declare any fact to be cortain which
im the darkness of ten cen-
To this triviad incident, which
Gomany would have borne no

o, was doe much of  his caution and
itupartinity.

A few moments’ consideration will
that gowe of the most
motnentous erises in history have hinged
upon very slight circumstances. A glass
dowine, for anstance, changed the his-
of Frunce for pearly twenty years,
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| Louis Phibippe, king of the French, had

i, the Duke of Orleans, and heir io
throne, who always drank only a
number of glasses of wine, be-

thie:
Coriaiin

| Cause even one more made him tipsy.

On o memorable morning he forgol o
count the number of and
took one more than usual.  When enter-
gy bis carriage he stambld, frightened
In
aticsapting o leap from the carriage his
howd struck the pavement, and he soon
That glass of wine overthrew the
Oricans vale, confiscatisd their property
of 20,000 000, and sent the whole [an-
ily inte exile,

IT Ay, Grenville had not carried, in
1765, his memorable resolution as to the
expodiency of charging stanp duties on
the plantations of America, the western
world mizht still have been under Brit-
i=h rule.  In connection with this mnat-
ter. there is another slight, albeit re-
rnrkable, circwmstance, which may be
told 1 Thackeray's own words, It
was strange,” sayvs he, <*that, in a savage
forest of Pennsylvania, a young Virgin-
ian oificer should five a shoi, and waken
up a war which was to last for sixty
yNears, which was Lo cover his ovwn nntry
aud pass into Enrope, to cost France her
Anwrican colonies, 1o sever ours from us
and create the great western republie; to
rage over the old world when extin-
rnished in the news: and of all the myr-
s engaced in she vast contest, to leave
the prize of the greatest fame with him
whio struck the first Llow.™

If the nose of &leopatra had been
shorter, says Paseal, the eondition of the
world would have been diffeient. Ilis
meaning is, that if Cleopatra had had a
nose short to deformity she would have
failed to attract Antony, who would not
have bees drawn into the conduct which
culminated in the loss of the battle of
Actinm, whish Joss pade way for the
close of the Roman republic i tho mau-
guration of the Homan empire.

Dvspepsia has been the canse of many
momentious crisis, A leg of mutton is
said to have econtrolled the tide of Leip-
and the consequences of the
indizustion of & certainy Jduchess are pro-
verbial,

The great failure of the potato crop in
Erefand cannot be called a slight circum-
o, vet it was comparatively slight
comnared withh the momentous changes
wlieh it brougsht u].‘uitf; fOY L .'-,[---.'i:'af'
the corn Jaws was hastened by the potato
fan As Lord Beaconstield has ob-
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{ served: ©This mysterious but universal
! sichness of a single root changed the his-
Lo

of thie workl.”

Many men have beca drgwn fo their
tiny by the most trivial occurrences,
Fenimore Cooper  beecame a novelist
througzh his wile’s challenge. Oneeven-
ine. swhile reading a novel, he threw it
down, saving: 1 believe T eould write a
Letter book myself.’  “Let me see you
it,”" saild his wife, with a smile. Ina

tht

i fow davs e had written several chapters

ol ~Preocoution,’’ swhich, when finished,
Le publishied at his own expense. The
novel attracted  little autention: but 1%
eave Cooper an inkling of his eapacity
f story writing, and the “Spy,"” bhia
1

et meeel, appealed so strongly to the
atriotie sympatbies of his eonntrymen
that it became a great success, dHuaw-
thorne, too, was induced to write the
sisiearlet Letter” by a remark of Lis
wile.

If Cowley had not found the “Faery
Queen™ in his mother's parlor it is just
possible that he would never have been a
fiiotto, one of the early Florentine
sinters, might Lave remained a rude
shepherd boy if a sheep drawn Ly him
upen o stone had not attracted the notice
of Ciinabue. Opie might have perished
in obscurity if he had not leoked over the
slionlder of his companion, Mark Oates,
while he was drawing a butterly. Had
Liz friend and comapanion escaped the
thunderstorie al Erfurt, Luther might
bave been a lawyer.—Chambers' Jour-
nal.

Bigger Thun They Used to De.

I have measured a great muny Homay
coflins, and my average shows that the
Roman could not have greatly exceeded
f ve feet five inches. In taking measure-
the

300
years.

I measured twenty-five mummies in
the British muzsum as pearly as I counld
throuzh the cases, making estimate fox
wrapping, and I found the average height
of males sixty-one inches, females fifty-

| five inches.

The mummy of the celebrated Cleo-
patra measures abomt fifty-four inches,

abott the height of the present Emopean |

girl of 13, The most ancient mummy of
an Eovptian king yet discovered meas-
wred fifty-two inches.—Nature,
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A Tramp's Maodest L.equest,
Farmer's Daughter—I suppose

ST
Ecason?

Tramp—No, miss; if you will Lindly |

sew a shirt onto this button, that’s all I
ask. —Harper's Bazar,

you
want iy father to take you in for the

HAS HE FORGOVTTEN THIS?
“A little of sweetness I've borrowed,
To brighten this sad life of mine;
For long, oh, so lonely 1 sorrowesdl,
To think that 1 gever should twine
My arms around one in affection;
But a desolate, traspled on vine,
I should never receive the rellection
Of o love that was glowing as mine,

“Now I wander alone in my bowers,
And I wonskip vach plant pnew;

For before they were ouly frall flowers,
Now ench one is oL

I tuen frons the prabes Do Hles,
S0 eool arml OF purity s b

To the rod zorgeais color of tulips,

For, o, they reaind

sonnething of §

T Ol Yol

T will keep all tha sweetness I borrowed,
Aud iy love she shall pever oo
Tlat § left it todrs
For need of lovie's sofl
Till thu whoen tiue weeds
bles
Shall cover this warm e
And my memory of her si
Thie faint, s\weel nron

el E willtivr
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YWhat Shermman Seyvs of Crane,
I said to Gen, Shemnan: 2O
Grant, after all, one of
characters whic!
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n wol o 1hink «
plicity, in his want of
grent sueco 1
you can gut out of 1
Poiut, in what v i
when Grant ecame in there

might be sabd with tiu T

no impression ot all @3 o cades, L s
good writer, A i .-:_1'. (=
tive. But he mado o mil willey of his |
own, apparenily derived upo | kb e,
taking advantaze of the simplo things
occurred to him, and e o
great wars of history as . nmian
tary and alone."— L in 'l
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Discovery ia Ching In

The preseat manulacture
a comparatively receut indu
stantly reaching freshy rosul
glaze treatment of chioa, for
not known hero twenty-five vears : vy b
was a soceret gnarded anost car
confined to a few Ruropean and easteri
tories and workers., It was a girl who
covered it—Iiliss MeLaughlip—aid now
has become the properiy of all cxpu
decorators.  Her success was not
portant to china painting a3 an art; it
specially valuable in raising
upon the work of her own =eox,
haps done more than auaghi
to pood resnits the work of women an this
branch of induostrial art.—Jeany Ji
American Magazine,
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Pecullarity of Billiard PViayers,

I have noticed as a poe: " profes
siopal billiard players their romnrhally hizh
forelieads, Take Ceorge Slosson aml Jake
Schacfer, for instance, both have very Liroad
and high forelieads, aml ibe others are tno
same, Thus Vienaux, Carvier, Thatcher
Maggioli and others, go vizht thevagh the Hst,
and you will notice 1 amon |
all of them. The possible cxoopt to the |
lotis Dilly Catton. Ho has the lowest [
head of any billinrd player Tever
it be that a hizh {orchcad is peees
quire great skill at billicds?
g0, bt it is a fact that all )
Hardists of the world have had tlis peon
ity.—Hank Wider in Globe-Democrat,

Wonid Make

Tombstone Dealer . |
second hand stone, madam, which 1 eny |
make guilG a redaciiang

Widow—Any inscriy

Tombstone Dealer—i5im
yvoung.”

Widow (conten tivel
William was nizh on to 89
thie inscription wonlid make anv difles
¥ou fix the t. —The Fpecl

weoright —The 1

15 PRACER W

i1 i
Llte,
i

No Diffvrence.

(to ' widdimw

1L On e !

iy, *The good dio |

!" i
Water ITeld by
The proportion of
wieods vari eatly.
bler and Hardip, freshily
taing 18.6 per rent, of
coat.; ash, 2
cent. ; oak, 34 ont.; i
red beech, 30.7 por cent.; =lm. -
lareh, 45,6 per cont.
por cent.—Arkan

Woods,
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Wiatars i Anetiratia
Oysters are very
and of very good quality,
controls them,
o teken from the »
cortain size,
fishermen, and he
thirty-six cents for eves
ovaters. The annual i
Chicago Herald.
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A Crael and Tonasusl 'onistament,
“Now, my son,” suid o 1
youthful oilspring, *“vou
azuin, and you icust Le pan
Waterbury watch and «
MO sLGH \--l“li.l.,‘ until
“0Oh, father,” 1 the bhoy,
whole cord of wood if vou'll not
hike that."—Kingston Frosnan,
Coepreity of the
St. Peter's, in Rome, will accommodate i
54,000 persons; Dome of Milan, S70KR):
Paul's, in Rome, 25.000; St
stantinople, 25,000: "Notre |
21,000 tha Dome of
Cathedral of Pisa, 15,000, 51
ice, 7,000.—Publie Opiuion.
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Care of an Oil Painting,
“Never rell up an oil painting with the re-
verse side out,” said an artist, recently, *“II
it israining or snowing the wetting of the
reverse gille will make the paint i fvont
l‘t‘(‘luif. bontbe atinid o have th
outside if you must roll.”--Clicngo Ne
Nexs Century®s Sclonce rimes,
“What would one mot give,” nsked Lub-
bock,“for ascience primer of the next cen-
tury? for to paraphrase awell known saying,
even the boy at the plow will kuow
more of sei » than the wisest philosopliers
do now,"—Arkansaw Travelor,

then

The Test oi Ablnts. |
“That voung Simkins is & very charming
fellow, Mo wastalking to e all the onorny-
ing, and he was so cleve,”
“What did hesay ™
*Oh, Le dide't say anything, Lut he put it
so well."—Life,

i have heard of men who knew more thap
they could tell, but I never have et one. 14
a man has a genuine idea be can make him-
self understood,

The entire literature of Abyssinia, it is
said, does not include more than one hyndred
volumes,

The manufacture of orange wine is be-
coming an established industry in Florvida.

The population.of Paris is said to be de-
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