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if a man or woman make a promise in
the bysiness world, is there any obliga-
tion to falfill it? If a man sign a note
for $300, ought Le to pay it? If a coe-
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tract be signed involving the building of |
a house or the furnishing of a bill of

jooonds, ought they stand by that contract? |

=0h, yes,' abways answered, Then T

K the turther question: Is the heart,
the happiness, the welfare, the temporal
Al etornal destiny of a man or womin
worth as much as the house, worth $500,
worth anything? The realin of profligacy

filledd with men and wemen as o result
ol ine wrong aonswer to that question.
The most aggravating, stupendous and
Cod defying lieis a e in the shape of
broken espousal.

Put suppose a man changea his mind,
onght he not back out?  Not once in ten
thousaml times, Vhat if 1 change my
mind about a promissory note ..ml die-
cline to pay it, and suddenly put my
property in such shape that you conld
not collect your note? How would you
like that? That, you say, would be a
fraud. Bo is the other a fraud, aml pin-
ish it God will certuinly as yo u five and
just as certainly if vou do not l.*m. I
have known men betrothed to loving
rirtel ool womanhood
their engecement: o3 the  victim

ent dowa  In ‘:':-'; ¥y consumption,

ntle suddenly tho recreant man would
oup the aisie of o ?:u:f. N in brillinng
Lridul porty, and the two promised “1
will™ with o solemnity thet ceemed in-
e of o lifethme happinese,  Bnt the
imple fact was, thet wvas tho first 0ot of
arcan play entitled, “Taming
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the Shrew.” He found out, when too
inte, that he had not m od into the
Lenily of the “Gix L 5 in. y tiwe

[anily of the “Fuaries.” To tho day of
his death the murder of his first |_-(‘;.ILu.I::I
followed him.

The Bible extola one swho “swearcth
to Lis own hurt and changethh not.”
' 135, when you nmmke a promise keep
all hazards, There may be cases
0 deception has been used at the
o of engagement, and extraordinary

renmstances where the promise is not
binding, but in nine hundred and ninety-
nine cases out of a thousand engage-
ment is as binding 23 marrizge.  Robert
Durns, with all his fanlis, well knew the
force of a marital engagement. In
olanlienee to some rusiic idea he, stand-
itz on one side the breok Ayr, and Mary
l':.i!.;n wlil on the other, they bathed their
haneds in the water ane l then put then on
the boards of a Bible, making their
1
{

dedge of fidelity, On the cover of the
Hd Testament of that book to this day,
in Robert Durns' handwriting, may
be found the words: *lLeviticus xix,
12: Ye shall not swear by my name
falsely; Tam the Lord,” And on the
cover of the New Testament in his own
handwriting:  “Matthew v, 33: Thou
shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt per-
form unto the Lord thine oaths.”
Suppose a ship captain offers his ser-
vices to take a ship ont to sea. After he
zels a little way he comes alongside of a
vimsel with a more beautiful flag, and
which has perhaps a richer cargo and is
bound for a more attractive port. Sup-
pose he rings a bell for the engineer to
slow up and the wheel stops. Now I see
the captain being lowered over the side
of the vessel into a small boat, and he
crosses to the gayver and wealthier
craft, and climbs up the sides, amd

is seen  walking the bridze of the
other ship. I pick up his resigned

speaking trampet and 1 shout through it:
SCaptain, what does this mean? Did vou
not  promise to take this ship to South-
ampton, England?”’ <Yes,” says the
captain, “but I have changed my mind,
and 1 have found I can do better, and 1
am going to take charge here. T shall
s«end back to you all the letters 1 got
while managzing that ship and everything
I got from your ship, and it will be all
vight.””  You tell me that the worst fate
for such a captain as that is too good for
him. Butit is just what a man or wo-
man does who promises to take one
throngh the vovage of life, across the
ocean of  earthly existence. and then
breaks the promise. The sending back
of all the letters, and rings, and necklaces,
and keepsakes cannot make that rizht
which is in the sight of God, and ought
to be in the sicht of man, aneverlasting
wirong, What American society needs
to be taught is that betrothal is an aci so
solemn and tremendous that all men and
worten must stand back from it until
nrve sure that it is right. and sure
it 15 best, and sure that no refreat
will be desired.  DBefore that promise of
lifethine compaunionship any amonnt of
manee that you may wish, any ardor
f frienudship, any coming and  going.
Ot espousal is a gate, a mL‘s-n rale,
lich one should not pass unless he or
cxpects never to return. Encngoe-
naent is the porch of which marriag
the castle, and you have no right in the
roeh i you do not mean to pass into tie
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The trouble has always been that (his
whole subject of afliance has been rele-
cated to the realm of frivolity and joke,
and considered not worth a sermon or
a serious paragraph. And so the
1as ‘e of human lives has gone on and
the devil has had it his own cruel wav
and what is mightily needed is thut
puipit. and platform, and printing press
il speak a word of unmistakable an!
tnunderous protest on  this subject of
miinite importance, We put clear out
into thin poesy and light reading the
mavital engagements of Petrarch and
Iis Laura. Dante and his Beatrice,
Chancer and his Philippa, Lorenzo de
Medich and his Lucretia, Spenser and his
Rosalind, Waller and his Saccharissa, not
realizing that it was the style of their
cugagement that decided their happiness
or wretchedness, their virtue or their
profligney.  All the literary and military
and religious glory of Queen Elizabeth's
reien cannot blot out from one of ilie
st conspicuous pages of Listory her in-
famous behavior toward Sevmour and
Philip and Melville and Leicester and
cihers.  All the ecclesiastical robes that
ean Swift ever rustled through conse-
crated places cannot hide from intelli-
gent people of all ages the fact that, by
promises of marriage which he never
fulfilled, he broke the heart of Jane
Waring after an engagement of seven
vears and the heart of Stella after an en-
gagement of fourteem years, and the
poetic stanzas he dedicated to their ex-
celiences only make the more immortal
his own perfidy.

“But spppose [ should make amis-
lake,” says some man oF yyoman, *and
Liind it out after the engagement and
before marriage? My answer is, you
have no excuse for making a mistake on
tisis subject. There are so many ways
of finding out all about the character and

resigring |

| unsolved mystery about the person
| consideration postpone all prouiie

preferences and dislikes and habits of a
man or woman, that if yon have not
brain enough to form a right judgment
in regard to him or her, vou are not

fit a candid: T*f o the matrimonial altas
s you are for e ot asvium. Noties
what society _\'unr'r pecial Trivnd prefors,
whether he is industrions or bazy. s hetis
she is neat or slatternlyv, what hooks
readl, what was the stvle of apeestrs

noble or depraved, and il there e

the mystery is solved,
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has taken. 1If zan will ' W

and a woman will i; » Lo min _--..'. it o
important o matter az that of o hifetine’
wellare, they will lie about a Litl

gonds, and lie about Huavces. aud M
about anvthing, Soeicly wadny is ikim
full of gallnnts. and man ymiliners, mud

carpet knights, and coquettes, and those

maost God forsoken of all wre

flires. And l!n'}' 20 aboul

rooms and the parlors of

ing pLum‘. simperin and bowinges, and

seraping. and whisperine, and then ye-
turn to the club roowms i they be mien, or
to their special gatherings if they be wo-
men, to chatter and gicgle oy wiiat
was said to them in confidence. Condizn
punishment is apt to come upon them
and they get paid in their own coin. 1
could point you to a score whom society
has let drop very hard in return for their
base traffic in human hear{s.  Asto such
men they walk aroand in their colibacy,
after their hair is streaked with 3
and pretending they are naturally =hort
sighted when their eyes ave so old in sin
that they need the spectacies of a sop-
tuagenarian, an eveglass ;|‘ wnt No, 8,
and think they are bewitching in th
stride and overpowering in l“-‘h lanees.
although they are simply Inughing siocks
for all mankind, And if these haso
dealers in human  heasts o [

they are left after aswhile seversl
striving in a very desperai 'ulx of o
cosmetics tn oot back to the ati
ness they had when !"\ 1u=.l |-=i...-:
how many masculine affections (hey had
els ‘ll;"’ht!‘ltf . Forsaken of (_n.lia and Dhonest
men and good wolen, ysure to Le ol
suich masculine anql fe mne triflersacith
hiiman and yet iwr waial affections. i
man! Oh woman ! ! having piighted v
troth stick to it!
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altar been
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answer is, therd ol 1
for divorcement. lh.- Bilile rocoo

them. Good society recosiuines ilwin.
But it must be the vory last re-
sort. and only after all  pe
able attempts at reclamation and adjust-
ment have proved a dead faituare. When
such attempts fail it is genocidly boecas
of meddlesome ountsider ml wonsen
tell the wronged wiie s she onght to
stand on her rights, amd wen el o
wronged husband how Le ounshi 1os

on his rights. And ot b
wHe inan unhappy marviose relation
stand punctiliously on their richis, and
there will be no ren '_j..-"-. .t riiv
one thing will be sure to them ang l"' L i3
a hell on earth.

If you are unhappily maried, in mos!
cases I advise you make the I.s-: t }-m it
of an awfully bad bargain. Do 1
jeet your peculiarities more than i--
essary. Perhaps yon muy have s
faults of your own which the other part:
in the marital alliance m: iy have to sulter,
You are in the same voke. 1If vou ..l|
aside the yoke will only twist your neck.
Better pull ahead, The world is full of
people Wha made mistakes about wany
things, and among other things alwont
betrothal and marriage. and yot hav
been tolerably happy and very useful in
the strength of God and Isw the ginec
promised in every time of need, if
those who seek 1t ponguer the dis-
advantageous circumstances. 1 :
quainted with lovely women mar
contemptible men, and genial men yolkod
with termagants inspired of the devik

And yet under these disadvantage
friends are usefuland happy. Geod }r
people in other kinds of martyrdom wul
to sing in the flame, and he will help you

in your lifelong misfortune,
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