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GOV, DAWES SPEARS,

He Addresses the Citizens of Omaha on
Current Political Toples,

In a Temperate and Forelble Manner
sets Forth the Situation

And With FKFacts Ssilences the School
Land Slanderers.

The following are the remarks of Gov,
Dawes at th+ grand rally at Omaha last
fhursday night:

Mr. Chairman and Fellow Citizens—
The subjoct of schosl lauds and fuads
hias beon seizod upoa by dewm werats and
assistant democrals, by thosas who wish
to compass the defeat of the republican
party in Nebrasika, or ol some portiong
of the repab isan state ticket, anl thoy
disiort both ths

have not hesitated to
facts and the figures, and when thase
bave failel they have invalded the
renlms of fancy and imagination for
some new horror with which to play
upon the public mind, hoping thereby
to influsnce the judgmentsof men.

Btandiong at the head of the republican
state ticket, representing my party that
Lhas 8o honored aond trusted me, I am
hers this evening (o speak segarding
these matters,  r Lthat through the blow
simed at mysell it roaches my party.
For yel anuther reason I
an here. A renson that 18
porsonal, & resson tha akes hold of
me wi h the tenacity of purpose and re-
solve, such as incites to actioa him who
is conscious of tue fact that he carries an
honest heart 1n his breast, and is not
afruia tolook a peoplein the face, Asthe
governor of your state, sworn under the
constitution to a faithial pe:formance of
the duties of my oflice. Undorstanding
the responsitmhities and sacsrelness of
the tru-t placed 1 my bands, I am pre
pared (o sy that no duty has be-n ne-
glected, that no trust has besn betrayed.
NSirong langsags,  Yes1t is true, snathe
fucts warrant the lnnsuage used,

The caase of education is a sacre done.
It has become an scceplted truth or
axiou that *“ihat the tisst day of the
stale is to educate all its peopie.” This
feeling was no less strong in thoe
early days of the couuntry than
itis at the present time. Looking iuto

e historv ol legislition, looking to the
advancemen: o!f the can-e of educa ion,
we find that the two ordinsnces for the
government ol the northwes ern terri-
tory,enactelin 1785and 1787, set apart sec-
oo numbar «ix ean of every toanship
for the purpose of maiuntaning pubilic
~hiois.

As a jus'ification for an act by whicha
unon gave 'sritle to these lands away, |
and as 2 con ideration tha would for-
over hold good in defense of such »n acr,
they inserte i this declaration: *“Reiig-
ion, morality and knowledge being
necessary to good government and the
happiness of mankind, schools and the
means of education shall be torever en-
coursgyd.”’

In the ordinance of 1757 more than
common schools wers provided for.
Two eomplete townships were given for
the purpose of a university; and in full
complhiance therewith every state organ-
ized gince then has received
their two townships. When in 1789 the
coustitution was adopted, the ordinance
was renewed, ard all the states down
to 1848 recr-ived the specified sixteenth
section. Upoan the organizatior in 1843
ot Oregon »#s a territory, a further pro
vision was made, by which section
thirty-six of each towaship was also set
apart for pablie achools, and sall states
and territories organized since thea have
. [ i\ (R
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d
of acres un acant inclu

of acros V

occurread to me to impute a diskones mo-
:h'o by roason of thet dillference of upin-
on.

When charges of fraud in the malter
of sppraising these lands are brought to
the sttention of the board they at once
sont atelegram to the treasursr of sald
couuty insirocting him to

RETURN ALL LEASES,

They wera returned, and wore eancelled.
Instead of approving this action oua the
partof ti e board we are met with the
churge that tear of disgrace prompts the
aciion. In the absonce of prool” of an
evilor wicked motive I would rather Lhe-
lieve that men sre honest, and give themn
eredit tor an honest wet when periormed,
Mistakes in judgment may ooccur, but
to make sucn mistike tha basis of a
charge of dishonesty is with ut reason
or justice, and shouid meet with the con-
demunation of all mir minded mea. It is
true that lunds were leased in
CEDAR AND GREEI EY COUNTIES

without notice of sals, but is not true as
to Lincoln ecounty. In Cedar couuty
21,760 acres of land were returned as ap-
praised unler date of Mav 5, 1553, and
in Gresley county twelve sactions
were returned as appraised under date
of May 8, 15883,

The uppraisal lists of these lands show-
ed them to be appraised below the mini-
muom value at which they could be sold ;
and ia nei'her county did the appraisers
note any seltleis or improvemenis upon
the lands appraised. Thess lanids were
leased 1o the highest bidder; but that
the citizens of Cedar or Graeley conuty,
weore not advised of such fact, will not
e substantuiateld by an examiniation of
bid« tiled, rej=cted, or awarded to citi-
Z'ns of these counties, and the board
had reason to believe from represenia-
tions made by reliable parties residing
in thess counties that none of the lands
if offerod could be sold at the minimum
vrive. The lands so lea ed in Cedar
coun'y wore azricultural college lands,
and thoss in Greeley county were com-
monZ school  lan 's. These are the
only instance of lease without notice of
H'dbﬂ During the spring and early sum-
mér of 1883, th Te aross an unpra-edent-
ed demand tor Nebreska lands, The
yvears of successive good crops were

Underthis law the state board had no
power Lo reject an apprsis«d o made nn-
der oath ol the three di-intorested free
holders, nor any power Lo rovio w the act
ot any such oflicer or apprai-or. Un
the act of Februar, 24 1584, this sect
was 80 wmounded, that if in the j
ment of ths land commissionsr (he ap-
prajgal was pot made wpon a fall va, un-
tion, he conld refer it to the board, and
theyv had the power wo order the contract
made, or the laad reappra'ssd, or the
applicatton rejoc'sd, This law hiss been
strictly followed, and the comm'ssionr,
es  he mforms me, bes jostrueted
BVary eounty trossurer o the
stale in counties where lands are inthe
murket snd bave heen s0 nppraised by
circular letter threpoit with every ap-

1

ol ths valuat
His.

ion roturnea hy theapprals-

e reforred to the board
have in most instances been rejecred
and would indicate that the comimis-
sioner had done his duty in the prem-
ises,

It is fair to presume thot county offi
cials have been faithful in the discharge
of their dury in the matier of the ap-
pointmenst of appraisers. Wo sre bound
to believe that men sworn te do their
full duty, and who make their return
under oath as provided by law, that
they have so acted, are swearing %o the
truth and are not committinog perjury.
I rapeat that in the abssnceof proofto the

Teontrary we are bound to believe Lhis,
The action of the eommissioner and of
the board is based upon the sworn state-
ment provided for by law. Ifi. be trus
that under the preseat law
the state cannot secure a fuir and just
va'uation upon her schoosl lands then
let the remedy be applied by the enact-
ment of a law that will furnish the need-
ed profection. If local influences stand
in the way of a fair appraisal than re-
move the difficulty by a change in the
method of appraising. Clearly the rem-
e ly for existing evils does not eousist in
uniair, unjust, and unmanly atia-k or
eriticism intended to reflect npon offi-
cers who are in the faithful discharge of
duaty.

INVESTMENT OF PERMANENT
FUND.

BCHOOL

bearing their legitimate fruit, and
the throng of land seckers
bacame so greit that in a day, so to
speak, lands that hitherto had rem aned l
antaken and unsoucht were eagorly
tnken, Land grant roads bad disoos
of the remnant of their land- and will
they came, Whea such lands as couln
be bought in fee, or at low prices an: un
long time, were absorbed the demand
for school lands became great as the
terms of leases, and sales bave always |
been made easy by legislative enact-
m#nt, although the minimum price at
which they couald be s»id is much above
the ave:nge price of other wild land. It
is easv indeed to prophacy atter the fact,
and we will all agree that could the leg
islature have f reueen the domand aud
the results under the present law thsir
unied wisdom would no doubt have de-
vized some me:ns to check the evils
complained of uudor the present law., If
we consider this matter from the stand-
point of the fund to be benefitted by
leaging anid the rents so derived, then
the object for which these lands were
giveu is in a fair way to be accom-
plished, but if we are to consider 1t
alone irom the standpoint of individual
intereat, then we are at once confronted
with the questions of policy rezarding
these lands and the proper disposition
to be made of tham, considering both
the claims of those present and tho-e of
the future—questions that will call for
the careful and conscien'ious action ofiy
our lsw-makers, and demand their besia
thought,

ar acre,
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It has been charged by insinuation
that the board had been neglectiul of
duty in the investirg of permanent
school fun<ds and the following detaijed
sta ement is in answer to the demand for
dasres and mmounts :

January 9, 1883, when the present
board eame into power, the permanent
school fand on ba d, as reported by the
stale treasurer, w.as 3137 487,77,

Invesumants have Leen madse as fol-
low

March 13, 1883, $5,000, Howard coun-
ty Ht per cents; netting the state 6 per
cent.

Murch 13, 1883, 810,000. Platte county
S per cents ; netting the state 6 per cent.

April 10, 1883, §25,000. Dakota county
fi per cents, at par.

September 20, 1883, $24,000, Kearney
county 6 per cents, at par.
Octobsr 10, 1883, $2Z,000,

ty, 6 per cent at par.

October 26, 1883, §7,000,
ty, 6 per cent at par.

November 13, 1853, $11,000. Kearney
couauty, 10 per cents, to net state 6 per
cent,

December 11, 1583, $12,000. Dawson
county, 6 per cents, »i par,

December 15, 1883, £33,500. Phelps
county 7 per cents, to net state 6 per
cent,

January 8, 1884, $1,000. Phelps coun-
ty, 7 per cents, to net state 6 per cent.

January 8, 1584, §0,000. Dawson coun-
ty, 6 per cents, at par.

February 8, 1884, §4,000, Hall oow.
6 per ceat at par.

bruary 21, 1884, $500. Phelps coun-

: ‘o net state 6 p t.
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The bonds wors
an investiwent Ap-il 10, 155
that the honds had been reularly Is-
sued, the propéer levies el pav the
neerdinz interest and ispnow In the bands
of the county trowsurer, not
the honds that have hosn Hligation
Theére 18 no doubt but the boonds owned
by the state will be paid io full, in-
terest and principal. Thescare tho only
bonds owned by the permanont schoal
fund upon which there has ever besn
even a temporarv =uspensioa  in the
paywmient- of interest, Appiving this
gEralifying state of sflddrs L Lhe results of
yourown experience, All will agree
that eare and caution have Leen exercised
by the board iu the matter of invest-
maonts,

Where, it is asked, are the s-hool
moneys deposited? (i i’ be thal tnosas
who ask this question are no. aware Lhat
under our Inw the state treasurer is they
custodian of these tunds sl (hin! the
stats board of school lands and funds
has no control of them suvens an inyest-
ment is mude and the tressurer in-
atructed to make paymeat i ordancel
tharewith. Whin iove-tments have
bean made the money his hoen rendy.
T'he treasurer is respousible for thie part
ofit. To hold this Loard respunsible
for ths safe keeping or the place where
the money may be kopt w uld be as
wisn and Liir as to bold the board of
county commis-jons re<ponsiole for the
#oels of your coun'y treasurer.

It is said that the board are anxioos
obiainm A reve ne from the leas-

of eduer iona Iands snd then
kesp E13000) 1o £300,000 uninvestod
becatuse they ewnnat fnvest i and it
issaid, “Why are they s0o desiroos o
rent land  for three conts per acre, whon
thev elaim they eannol invest the money
afier oltainicg 1?'" Is it pos-iblethat the
author of sucha statcment doss not kuow
that the hownrd of school lands and fands
bas no juri-diction whatever over the
monics reccived from legss rents, inter-
con notes or stite srhool
inxes,  but that all these go, to
the s'a'e treasurer, sand are  sppor-
tioned (wiea each year per capita Lo the
scheol ehildren ofthe s ate? The leis-
ing of every awoTe of stchool
land in the mLutn will not
incresse the permanent school fund
in the least. It siwmply increases the
amount apportioned to the school chil-
dren ol the state. and goes directly to
the payment of teachers’ wages, and in
this way lesseus the rate of taxation for
that purpose. This temporary fand
amounted to $485 805 84 tor the year end-
ing May, 1884, ns against
£221,014 36 for the your end-
ing May, 188, and it is safe to say,
that it will never bs less than $£500,000
per annum from this time forward,
This large sum of money goes directly
to the lessening ol vour school tax, and
the fund thus divided is greater than
tha' now used to surport ths whole state
government, including its penal. reform-
at ry, charitabla and education-l insti-
tations. I «m mformed that a certain
democratic sta'esman in his perambula.
tions around thestate is recommending
a chaoge of pian and that this money be
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