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Before the statue,

“Look!” he want on, pointing to the statue
on which the moonlight played so brightly.
¥Thon scest that angel womnn who rests her
hand upon the forehead of the sloeping man;
and thou secst how at her touch his soul
flames up and shines out through his flesh,
even as a lamp at the touch of the fire; so is
it with me and thee, Nyleptha. Thou hast
awakened my soul and called it forth, and
now, Nyleptha, it is not mine, not mine, but
thine, and thine only. Thers is no more for
me to say: in thy hands is my life.” And he
lenaned back against the pedestal of tho
statue, looking very pale, and his eyes shin-
ing, but proud and handsome as a goil

Blowly, slowly she raised hoer head, and
fixed her wonderful eves, all alight with the
greatness of her passion, full upon his face,
as thouzh to read his very soul
shio spoke, low indeed, but clearly as a silver
bell:

“Of a truth, wealk woman that I
believe thee. 11l will be the day for thee, and
for me also, if it bo my fate to learn that I
have believed a lle. And now hearken unto
me, O man, who hath wandered here from far
to steal my heart and make me all thine own.
1 put my hand upon thine band thus, an
thus I, whose lips have nover kissed before, «
kiss thee on the brow: and now by my hand,

and by that first and holy Lkiss, ay, by my |

throne

people’s weal and by my that like
enough I shall lose for thee, by the name of
my high house, by the sanered stone and by the
eternal majesty of the Sun, I swear that for
thee will I live and die, And I swear that I
will love thea and thee only till death, ay,
and beyond—if, as thon sayest, there be a be-
yond—and that thy will shall be my will, and
thy ways my ways.
“Oh, sce, see, my lor
how bhumble i
queen, I kneel
do my homage |
creature flung herself
tho cold marble before him. And after that
I really do not know what happened, for I

«1! thou knowest not
loves; I, who an

: even at thy

amd the lovely impassi

5 she who
;

N1
»

could stand it no longer, and cleared off to |

refresh myself with o little of old Umslopo-
gaas' socicty, leaving them to settleit their
own way, and a very long time they were
about it

Soms threequarters of an hour afterward
the “pair of doves” came strolliing toward us,
Curtis looking slightly silly, and Nyleptha re-
marking calmly that the moonlight made
very pretty effects on the marble. Then, {or
she was in a most gracious mood, she took my
hand and said that I was “her lords” dear
friend, and therefore most dear to her—mnot a
word for my own sake, you see. Next sh
lifted Umslopogaas® ax and examined it curi-
cusly, saying significantly as she did so that
be might soon have cause to use it in defense
of her. ~

After that sho nodded prettily to us all, and
easting one tender glance at ber lover, glided
off into the darkness liko a beautiful wision.

When we got back to our quarters, which
wo did without ent, Curtis asked me,
jocnlarly, what I was thinking about.

T am wonder " 1 answered, “on what
principle it is arrang thnt some peoplo
should find Deautifu eens to fall in love
with them, while others find nobody at all,
or worse than nohody, and I am also wonder-
ing how many brave men's lives this night's
work will cost.” It was rather nasty of me,
perhaps, but somehow all the feelings do not
evaporate with age, and I eould not help be-
ing a little jealous of my old friend's luck.
Vanity, my sons, vauity of vanities!

On the following morning Good was in-
formed of the happy occurrence, and posi-
tively rippled with smiles that, originating
gomewhere about the mouth, slowly traveled
up his face like the ringsin a duck pond,
till they flowed over the brin vis eyeglass
and went where sweezl smiles go.
the matter, however, was that not only was
Good rejoiced about the thing on its own
merits, but also for personal reasons. He
adored Borais quite as earnestly as Sir Henry
adored Nyleptha, and his adoration had not
altogether prospered.

Ty
I‘L-

like queen favored Curtis il her own curious,
inscrutable way much more than Good,
Therefore it was a relicf to him to learn that
his unconscious rival was permanently and
satisfactorily attached in another direction.
His face {21l a little,

secret as the dead, al yall from Sorals for
the present, inasmuch as the pe litical convul-

gion which would follow such an announce- |

ment at the moment would be altogether too
great to face, and would very possibly, if

prematurely made, shake Nyleptha from her |

throne.

That morning we again attende ll' _in the
throne ball, and I could not belp smiling to
myself when I compared the visit to our last,

and reflecting that il the walls could speak |

they would have strange tales to tell.

What actresses women are! There, high
upon her golden throne, draped in her bla-
goned “kaf” or robe of state, sat the fair Ny-
leptha; and when Sir Henry came in a little
Jate, dressed in the full uniform of an officer
of her guard, and bumbly bent himself be-

fore her, she merely acknowledged his salute |

with a careless nod and turned her head
coldly aside. It was a very large court, for
not oniy did the ceremony of the signing of
the laws attract many outside of those whose
duty it was to attend, bul also the rumor
that Nasta was going to publicly ask the

band of Nyleptha in marriage bad gone

abroad, with the result that the gre:;_ha:l
was crowded to its utmost capacity. There
were our friends the priests in lfurcv, Iiu::ulmi

n. who regarded us with & vindictive
by ?ﬁd'n most.gir:u;aoﬁinz pnnd they were,
with their long Wwhite embroidered robes girt
with a golden chain from which hung the
fishlike scales. There, too, were a number of
the lords, cach with a band of brilliantly
attired attendants, and prominent among
them was Nasta, stroking his Llack beard
meditatively and looking unusually unpleas-
ant. It was a splendid and impressive sight,
especially when

——— -

They did not like

Then at last |

am, I do |

down cn her knees on |

The fact of |

Indeed, it had seemed |
to Lim and to me also that the dark Cleopatra |

wwever, when he was |
told that the whole thing was to be kept as |

the officer having read out |

each law it was handed to the queens to «
whereon the trumpets blared out and the
queens' guard grounded thelr spears with n
crash in salute, This

the laws took o longr time, Lbut at last
to an end, the lost one reciting that “whereas
certain distinguisbied strangers, ete.," and pro-
coeding to comlor on the threos of us the rank
of “lords,” together with certain  military
commatids and large estates bestowed by the
queens, When it was read the trumpets
blared and tho spears clashed down as usualj
but I saw soime of the lords turn and whispor
to ench other, while Nasta ground his teeth,
the favor thoet was shiown
to us, which, under all the circumstances,
was not perhiaps unonatural.

Then thers came a panse, and Nasta stepped
forward, onil bowing humbly, though with
no humility in hizeve, craved n boon at the
hands of the Queen Nyleptha,

Nyleptha turned a little pale, but bowed
graciously, and prayed the “well beloved
lord” to speak on, whoereon in o few strai-ht-
forward, soldier like words he asked her hand
in marringe

Then, bfore shoe conld find words to an-
swer, the Hizh Priest Agon took up the tale,
and in a speech of real eloguence and power
pointed out the many advantages of the pro-
posad allinnee—how it would consolic
kingdom; for Nast:
wus virtually Ting
what Scotland n
would gratify
popular among :
famous general; liow it would
firmly on the throne, and would gain the
blessing and spproval of the “Sun,” i. ., of
the ofllce of hizgh priest, and soon. Many of
Lis arguments woere undoubtedly valid: and
there was, looking at it from a political point
of view, evervthing to besaid for the m:
riage, Buat, unfortunately, it
play the gnme of
yOounge 1 lovely
ivory effigics of themns
Nyleptha's face, while
was a perfect study «1, indeed, but
beneath the smile it set @ A slone, and her
eyes hegan to flash ominously.

At Inst he stopped, and she prepared herself
to answer, Deflore she did so, howaever, Bornis
leaned toward berand said,
ciently loud [ h what sl
“Buothinlk th
for methinks
hang upon thy words,

.\‘l".']!‘i'l:;‘t nizle no
shruz and n sm Sorals lean
and lstened,

“O0f o trut! rent honor has been done to
mie,"” sl t my poor hand should no!
culy have Lbeen ashied in marriage, but that
Agon here should b 80 swift to pronounce
the blessing of the Sunupon my union.  Me
thinks that in another minute e wonld have
widd us fast ere the byid ind snid her say.
Na I thank thee, nond I will bethink moe of
thy words, but now as yet I have no mind for
mnrriage; that is o cap of which none know
the taste until they begin to drink it. Acain
I thank thee, Nasta,” and she made as thouzlh
sho would rise,

The great lord’s
black ns bis benrd

the words amo

rencling and signing of

It cate

s anid be
s A

sot her dynasty

the wild

ot TR

for Rasta w
1

ir-
I:é il
politics with the g

ns though they wers
olvey on a'chess board.
Apon spouted away,

i'l‘. i Yoo i

ne io cat
oll, my sister,
thnt our thrones may

ere thou dost

\ 1
spealk,

answer, anill wilh a
ed back ezain

face turned
with fury, for
mmted to a final

1er

elf with dif
ficulty and lo but grateful,
“my heart sl 1 trensure them. And
now 1 cray other boon, namely, the royal
leave to withd ; my own poor
cities in the such time as the
n shall say or yea, May-
hap,” he added, with o sneer, “the gueen will
ba pleased t isi there, and to brine
with her these st cer lopds,” and he
scowled darkly toward us. “Itis but a poor
country and a n Lut we are a bardy
race of mountainecis, and there shall be
gathered 80,000 swonrdsmen to shout a wel-
come to !

Thiss

tion of

3 )

silonce,

1
1‘..|

nign,

was almost a declara-
weived i com

peech, which
l'l". M, Was ¥
but Nvieptha
swered it with 54

*Oh, surely, |
strance lords in my
of thy mouniaincers wh
I bring two irom the lowlands who call e
queen, and we will s which is tho stanchest
breed. Till tlien farowell,”

The trumpets blarced out, tho queens rose,
and the great assembily broke up i murmur-
ing confusion, and for myseif I went bome
with a heavy hem orespeinz civil war.

After this there was quiet for a few weeks.
Curti= and the en did not often meet, and
exoercisel tl t cantion not to allow the
troe relatio i which they stood to each
other to I do what they would,
riinor: we ns a buzzing fiyina
dark room, and yvet quite asaudible, began to
bum ronnd and round, and at last to settle on
her throne,

a; I and the
rain, and for every man

alls thee prince will

will come,

CHAPTER EVIL
EREAKS.

And now it was that the trouble which at
first had been but a cloud as large as a man's
hand bezan to loom very black and big upon
our horizon, namely, Sorais’ preference for
Sir Henry. Isaw the storm drawing nearer
and nearer; and so, poor fellow, did he.
affection of so lovely and highly pilaced a
woman was not a thing that could in a
general way be considered a calamity by any
man; but, situated ns Curtis was, it was a
grievous buriden to bear.

To begin with, Nyleptha, though altogether
charming, was, it must be admitted, of a
rather jealous disposition, and was somewhat
apt to visit on hier lover's head her indigna-
tion at the marks of what Alphonse would
have called the “distinguished consideration”
with which sister favored him.

i1
1 40

ber royal
Then the enforeed secrecy of his relations to
Nyleptha preve d Curtis from taking some
opportunity of putting a stop, or trying to
put a stop, to this fals condition of affairs,
by telling Sorais, in a casual but confidential
way, that he was going to marry her sister.
A third sting in Sir Henry’s honey was that
he lrnew that Good was honestly and sincerely
attached to the ominous looking, but most
attractive, Lady of the Night. Indeed, poor
Bougwan was wasting himself to a shadow
of his fat and jolly self about her, his faco
getting so thin that bhis eyeglass would
scarcely stick in it; while she, with a sort of
carciess coquetry, just gave bhim encourage-
ment enough to keep him going, thinking, no
doulit, that he might be useful as a stalking
horse. 1 tried to give him a hint, in as deli-
cate a way as [ could, but he flew into a huf?
and would not listen to me; so I determined
to let ill alone, for fear of making it worse.

Poor Good! he really was very ludicrons in |

his distress, and went in for all sorts of ab-
surdities, under the belief that he was ad-
vancing his snit. One of them was the
writing—with the assistance of one of the
grave and reverend seigniors who instructed
us, anid who, whatsver may have been the
measure of his erudition, did not understand
how to scan a line—of a most interminable
Zu-Vendi love song, «{ which the continually
recurring refrain was something about “I
will kiss thee; oh ves, T will kiss thee!” Now
among the Zu-Vendi it is a common and
most harmless thing for young men to serc-
nade ladies at night, as I believe they do in
the southern countries of Europe, and sing

. all sorts of nonsensical songs to them.

Availing himself of this custom, Good be-
thought Lim that be would serenade Sorais,

l whose private apariments, tcgether with
| those of bor maidens, were exactly oppx
(TR o Dnorrow
dividesd one section of the

wreat palace [rom  another,

baving artcd himsel! with a native zither,

on an adept with the light

guitar, he had easily learned to strum, ho

a ded at ght—the lashionoable hour

for tiis sort of caterv cnling—to make night

| hideous with hizs amorous yells. I was (nst
wleep when they began, bat they soon woke

me up—for Good | a tremendous

voice and bas no notiou of time—and I ran

to my window pince to soc what was the

mattor, And there, stauding in the full

moocnlight in the court yord, I perceived

Good, adorned with cuormous ostrich

[cather beaddress and n flowing silken cloalk,

which it is the right thing to wear upon these

nnd shouting out the abomina-
ble song which bhe and the old gentleman
| bad uvolved, to a jorky, jingling accompani-
ment.  From the direciion of the quarters of
the maids of hono ¢ o snecession of faint
dpggerings: but ipartments of Sorais

spself—whom 1 tly pitied if sbe hap-
pened to be there—woere silont as the grave.
There was absolutely no end to that awiul
onge, with its eternal “1 will kiss thee!™ and
ad last neither I nor Sir Henry, whom 1 had
summoned to enjoy tl ght, could stand jt
any k by PEIk ering the dear old
tory, 1 put my head to the window opening
and shouted, “For Heaven's sake, Good, don't
go on tallking about if, Lhut kiss bher and lét’s
all go to slecp!” That chiocked him off, and
we had no more serenading,

The wholo thing f wd a laughable in-
cident in a tragic business,

Well, the mare Bir Heury held off the more
Sorais came on, as 8 not uncommon in such
cases, till at lsst things got very quebr in-
deed. idently she was, by some strango
perversity of mind, quite blinded to the true
stnte of the ecase; and I, for one, greatiy
dreaded the moment of her awalkening.
Sorais was a dangerous woman to be mixed
up with or withont one's own
COnISeT At last the evil moment came, ns [
saw it must come.  One fine day, Good hav-
»out bawking, Sir Henry and I were
sitting quictly talking over the situation, es-

reference when

er arrived with a written note,

whiclk: we with some diflicnlty decipherad,

and which was to the effect that “the Queen
: s commanded the attendance of the

her private apartments
be conducted by

itn

our owi, On the or side of

court y=rd which

Accordingly,

which, bx g

SR0S

i

nger; s

with, either

¢
ing gone

*inlly swith to Borais,

Incubu  in
whither ha wounld
bearer.”™

“Un my

Cyou go in

Not if I know
kad rather face
shot gun. Wash up your own dirty dishes,
my boy. II you will ing you
must take the consequences, Ain't you just
in for it now, thint's all?™
“You remind me of when I was going to
ed et school and the other boy

* he said, gloomily.
i fonnded queen to command
[ should like to knowil 1

the

gronned  Sir
ad, old fellowi®

with wigor. *‘I
1 elephant with a

Henry.

1 wonnde

be so fescinat

saYy,

- l =
8 Into i that she is quite

pablo of And off he started wvery
faintheartedly, and no wonder.

I sat ited, and at the end of about
forty-five minutes he returned, looking a good
deal worse than when he went,

“G mo something to drink,” he said

e, )
it

amd w

Give
hoarsely,

I got him a cup of wine, and asked what
was the matter.

“What is tho
was trouble ther
when I left vout Well, I was shown stry
= ' privata chamber, and a wo

and there she sat, quite alon
lzén eouch at the end of the ro
ing gently unpon that zither of hors,
e her, and for a while sho t
+ of me, Lut kept on playing an
and very sweet music it was
oked up and simnfled.

o thou nré come™ she said. ‘I thought
that perchance thou hadst gone aliout the
Qneen Nylepiba's businesss. Thou art ever
on her bu: and I doult not a gocd ser-
vant and a troe.’

“To this I merely bowed and said I was
thera to receive the queen's word.

“*tAh, yes, I would talk with thee, but be
thou sented, I canmot lift my neck so high.!
and she n aroom for me Dbeside her on the
¢onoh, plac crself with her back ag:

oo view ol my Ince,
id, ‘that 1 should make

matter? Why, if ever there

s trouble now. You kne

into

piaj
stood bo

At

the end, soas t

8416 is not
® 4] said ar answer: so I gat
down, and t to work to look ot me with
thosoe dark of hors, There s ent, likean
incarnats spirit of beauty, bardly talking at
all, and wien she did, very low, but all the
whilo ittt 1me.  There was a white
flower in Ler blaek bair, and I tried to Leen
my eyes on it and count the petals, butit was
of no usa. 1t last, whether it was her gaze,
or the per o on her bhalr, or what I do not
know, but 1 ~an to _feel as though I was
being mesmerized. At last she roused her-
s<1f.

# ‘Incubu,’ she said, *lovest thou power ¥

4] repiied that I supposed all men loved
power of one sort or another.

# {Fhon bave it she said.
thou wer g

“I said I liked wealth for what it brought.

“ vThou shalt haveit,! shesaid. “‘And lovest
thon beauty

“T'o this I replied that I was very fond of
statuary and architecture, or something of
that sort, at which she frowned, and there
was o pause. By this time my nerves were
on such a strateh that 1 was shaking likea
leaf. I knew that soinething awful was going
to bappen, but she held me under o kind of
spell, and I could not help myself,

# ‘Incabn,’ she said at length ‘wouldst thou
be a king?
Behold, strang I am minded to make thee
king of all Zu-Vendisay and husband of Se-
rais of the Night. Nay, peace, and hear me,
To no man among my people had I thus
opened out my sceret beart, but thou art an
outlander, and therefore do I speak without
shame, knowing all I have to offer and how
Lard it bad been to thee to ask. See, acrown
lies nt thy fest, my lord Incubu, and with
that fortune a woman whom have
wished to w Now mayst thon answer.’

“i0h, B [ said, ‘pray do not speak
thus'—youn see I had not time to pick and
choose my words—'because you are putting

I am going
to marry your sister Nyleptha, Sorais, and I
love her.’

“Next moment it struck me that I had said
an awful thing, and I looked up to see the
resultss. When I spoke, Sorais’ face was
hidden in ber hands, and asmy words reached
bier she slowly raised it, and I shrank back
dismnyed. Itwas ashy white, and bher eyes
were flaming. She got on to her feet and
seemed to be chioking, but the awful thing
was that she was so quiet about it all. Once

lock

‘Lovest

some

she looked at a side table un which lay & dag- |

it to me, as though shec thought

ger, and from
' At

| of killing me; but she did not take itup,
last she spoke one word, and one only—
“iGol
“And I went, and glad enough I was to get
out of it, and her» T am. Give me another

en, wouldst thou be a king? |

! eup of wine, there's n good fellow, and tell I

e what is to be done. ™

I shook my head, for the affair was indced
serious. As one of th ol% SAVS,

Hell hath no fury
more especially if the w
a Sorais, and indeed 1 fearad
including Imminent dapzer Lo

“Nylepthn must be tald of all this at
I sald, “and perbaps I bhad bet
sho might recoive your account swit
picion, Who is captain of her guard to-
night

“Glond. "

“Very well, then, there will be no chanc
of her being got at, Don't look surg
I don't think that her sister would sti
that., I suppose one must tell Good of
has happened,”

“Oh, I don’t know,” said Sir
would hart his feclings, poor fellow!
see, he takes a lively personal interest
Sor .
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no

nmn 15

a queen and
tho 1

very worst

s
at's truo; and after all perbaps ther
need to tell Lim, He will
truthh soon enongh. Now, you 1
words: B i vi throw in her lot

n, Wi i sulking np in the north
and there will be snch i war as has not

| in enturics.
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vears for nothing,
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was expecti
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<he broke iu, stamping

nt thee to me

l il e,
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not sing 1
rna from range to r:
and swarriors will
track dust beneat
the army will echo |
town and hamles of ti
will call out against
preach her causo o

1

1een,”

levy wa _

shall not prevail egaiast m
friends and my retoi
I say, who wilil
PELRON T
the light of my wateh
from crag to erazr bearing
war. 1 xvill breair her streng
her armies. Eternal nig !
tion of the ‘Ladv of th rlE.
that parchment and theink, So, N
mon me the officer in the ante room.
trusty man.”

I did as I was bid, and the man, a vetercn
and quniet looking gentleman of
nam:

“Take this parchment,” s
is thy warrant, and guard
and out going in the apx
ter Sorais, ‘Lady of the
of thoe Zu-Vendi
noce go out, or thy

Thbe man looked start
“The quis word sha
ed. Then

the guard

ped Kara, entered, |

COMION

other outburst wasabout to follow
derful are the ways of gomen,

a word abont Sorais and his
stancy, grecting bim with

stating simply that she requine

high matters. All the same
in her eye and o sort of suppresse
ner manner toward him that n
she had not forgotten the affair
keeping it for a private occasion.

among Zu-Vendi ladies «

night in meditation before the altar. We
looked at each other significantly. The blow
bad fallen very soon,

Then we set to work.

Generals who could be trusted were sum-
moned from their quarters, and as much of
the state affairs as was thought desirable was
tald to each, strict injunctions being given to
them to get all their available foree together.
The same was done with such of L% more
powerful lordses Nyleptha Eunew she could
rely on, several of whom jeft that very day
for distant parts of the country to gather up |

| about to open

their tribesmen and retainers. Sealed orders
wore dispatelhied to the rulers of for off cilies,
and somo twenty messengers were sent off
before nightfall with instructions to ride
early and lato till they reached the dis
taut chiefs to whom their lotters uile
dressxd; also work,

many spies were sof Lo
All the alternoon wand I
assistidd by som

vy o fidentinl »
tha she

thnt astonighed

WwWero

evening wo |
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