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T in a trifle eariy perhaps
you are saying to begin
talking about the county
falr. Maybe wo, If you are
looking fofward to the
sufumn event merely from
the standpolnt of a cold,
calm, casunlly interested
apecintor. Rut just remen-
ber, please, that there are
thousands upon thousands
of peopls all over the coun-

try for whom the annus!
nelghborhood falr means
much mwore. Thay are the

prospactive exhibitors, and
no wonder they begin to
plan und speculnte and an
ticipate almost from the time the snow is off the
ground,

Indeed, If a person is mmbltions for success in
the competitions at the county falr, It Is abso:
lutely necessary to be forehanded In prepsgration
This applies with equal force whether It Ia a case
of John seeking blue ribbons for his sheep and
cattle or Mary seeking the grand prizes for her
c¢akes and ples and preserves. And of course il
is trua In yet greater measure of Cousin Bue
who has & plot to eapture the diploms for the
handsomest sllk quilt or the most beautiful pillow
top—for, be it known no prize-winning plece of
fancy work, no more than Rome, was buflt in
a day.

It {8 & matter of congratulation that the old
[ashioned county [air has remained unchanged, in
ith maln features, since the days of our grand
fathers, It Is one of the most cherished memories
of every man whose boyhood was spent within
lure of its magle—one of the memories that after
rosidence in the clty he halfl fears to rekindle
by renewed association, lest the twentieth contury

brand won't
avenl
than was bestowed even upon the Fourth of July

be the least bit
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ke the ald-time
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or the mnnual visit of the “monsier and mas
todonie united shows.” Perhaps this cherished
idol of youth may not have been a really and
truly “ecounty fair,” for not all county fairs can
enjoy the prestige of location at the county seal,
bul after all, that I8 & minor matter In the eyes
of the outsider and no man can ever be convinced
that the world ever held a more important “agri
cultural exposition” than the one at which as
a youngster he exhiblted hin chickens or peddled
peanuts or sold ecorecards,

That, as has been sald, the old-fashloned county
fafr hasn't been changed beyond recognition, even
to this day, I8 all the more a matter of surprise
when we take into account the revolutionary
changes that have taken place In other phases
of rural life. The introductlon of rural free de
livery, for Instance, has done away with the
necesaity and the opportunity for those friendly
gatherings at the croas-roads store when the farm-
ers who drove over for the mall stole a little
lelsure in which to swap storles. Bimlilarly n
phonograph In every farm house has somewhat
dulled the appetite for those perlodic concerts
&l the little red school house, #ven as the presence
on the roads of those sipping, screeching automo-
biles has knocked all the romanca out of those
buggy rides In the moonlight when old Dobbin
was allowed to find his own way and sel his own
pace.

Not only has the county falr withslood the
ravages of time and the onslaught of modern
invention, but in some respects It has benefitad
by a lapse of time, That is, many a fair of the
present day Is vastly bigger and befter than was
the corresponding event on the same grounds a
score or more of years ngo, It s not due solely
to the natural ineremnse of populaiion, elther, nor
vet to that “back-to-the-soll” crusade which has
swept over the land, The latter has haiped, how
aver, because It has added to the population of
many & rural district men and women who are
engaging in farming for pleasurs as well as for
profit and who enter their products at the near
by falrs as n matter of pride just as & breeder of
fine doge will travel all over the country to dis-
play his blooded canlnes at the big dog shows,
even though the prizes would not pay the express
charges on the anlmals

The automobile, despised though it ba In many
quarters, has had s big Influence in bringing
greater prosperity to our latter-day county falrs
The advent of the horselesa vehioles and the fad
for touring, taken In conjunction with that im
provement of couniry roads which has been go
fng on this past decade or so, has made it posalble
for farmers to travel greater disiances to the
fairs. The tiller of the soll who in the old days
was contént to take his famlily to one fair-—the
one nearest home, may now, If he has one of
thone automoblles that are constructed especially

for the use of farmers, “tuke in" unvywhere from
three to half & doxen falrs held within & radius
of say twenty or thirey miles. ©Of course, this
swells the gate recelpts and It also results In
the exhibit classos belng better filled.

On the other hand, the motor car has brought
10 the county falrs a certaln patronage from clty
folk who almost never attended these rural exhibl-
tions In the old days. Some of the city folks are
those who have friends or relatives In the country,
with whom they hold a reunion at the falr.
Others are onetime rural residents who, having
gone to town and "mwade their plle,” And that
they can come back vin the automobile when
they would not take the trouble If [t meant getting
up early In the morning to cateh an excursion
train, And fnually there are the city folk who
have nelther kith nor kin nor the tles of old
nssociations to draw them to the falr, but whoe
motor to the autumn mecon as & sort of “lark” *
and who find it quite ag novel an experience in
Its way an the rural resident does to journey to
the city o inspeot an exposition or & great amuse.
ment park. This latter portion of the Influx from
the clty may not add to the galety of the ocen
slon, particularly, for the country people at the
county falr, but their contributions at the ticket
wondow are well worth having and generally ap-
preciated, for, be it known, the average county
falr Is conducted by farmers and other members
of the community who can’'t wholly overlook the
financial side.

Yot another new influence that has halped the
county falr o our time is the suppression of
betting and the abandonment of racing at mom
of the race courses near th. large cltles, Racing
of ope kind or another goes on At almost all em
country falrs and wherens It I not supposed Lo
be accompanied by beiting there are opportunities
for qulet wagers, whereas the mere racing In ltgelf
in suMcient to atiract horse owners and others
whuo love the leell,  Just here, It mnay
be added, that most falrs throughout the olted
States are now conducted on a clean, moral bngls
1.lquor selling on the grounds or peiarby has long
been prohiblted, in moet localities and out-and-out
gambling devices have been barred from many
falr grounds these many vears, but latterly, in
response to the moral awakening that has swep
over the country, falr managers are showing a
disposition to keep out most of those raffles and
games of chance which, perhaps Innocent
in themsaelves, might have & bad Infuence on the
youthful mind,

This bnnlnhmnvl of wome of the old-time cateh.

Bpare for

penny fchemes “has pot, however, so altered
things that the man who has been out In the
world cannot recognize the county falr of his

youth when he comes back to 1. He will see at
the old stand all the welght-testing and lung
testing machines, the old-fashloned merry-go-round
and the stands selling peanuts and sandwiches
and red lemonade. He can test his skill, as of
yvore, In tosslng rings over canes or (rying to hit

the venturesome colored boy who pokes his hend
through a hole in a sheel., The time-honored "side
show" or carnlval is there with Its snake charm-
ars and glants and dwarfs and the fortune tellers

and popeorn venders have the old elunive way of |

induclng you to part with your coln. Even the
fans and badges and tiny flags and “gold” medals
of yesteryear look and cost the same as they did
as far back as memory can earry you. About
the onlly new things at the county falr, in fact, are
the moving plcture shows In thelr somber black
tents and 'the lce cream copes that have sup-
planted the onetime “fivecent dish with two
spoons,”

The men who have been conducting county falrs
jong enough to make comparisons will tell you
that, all In all, it costs Just about as much to
hold a falr nowadays ag It did a decade or two
ago, presuming, that Is, that you “hang up” about
as much In prizges for the show and speed clusyos,
Somae tems have bean cut over the expenses in
the old days, whereas other outlays bhave In.
crensed, owing to the Inereased cost of living or
some other new Influence. For one thing, the
falr managers save some money in heralding the
fair. For the sentiment of the thing, they still
have to make use of some of those gaudy posters
in blue and red and yellow that from tlme out of
mind have filled childish dreams every autumn,
but they don't spend money to piaster these
posters on every barn and fence and coverad
bridge In the county, ns they were wont to do In
the old days, As the number of couniry news
papers bay Inereased they have provided a betier
and cheaper way of telling the people of the de-
lights of the coming falr. On the other hand,
the “star attraction,” {f the falr management
wants to be right up to date and have an alrship
flight each day, will cost wore than In the old
days, A parachule jumper or an acrobut who
did the thrilling “slide for life” did not demand
half as much money, usually, as the expert aero-
planist who wants a fee of $500 and upward,

A feature of the county falr that hasn't chunged
with the lapse of time Is the season for holding
the eveni. The conelusion of the harvest, which
leaves the farmer comparatively carefree and,
let us hope, with money In his pocket, dictates the
date of this annual festival, In some parts of
the country September s the favarite month for
falrs, but elsewhere October has the call and
qulte n few of these agricultural shows and trot.
ting meets are hald In early November, Active
praparations at the falr grounds begin a month
or glx weeaks earller for the upto-date falr anso-
clation repalnts its bulldings ench summer and hus
everything spick and span for the three or four
day attraction

The Old Order Changeth

A eritic declared that twentieth century people
tell thelr private affairs much more readlly than
used to be the custom. If marriages turn out un
fortopai«ly the world learns 1t from the parties

chielly councerned, and what the old-fashioned
woman would have ealled the seerets of her in-
ner e, not 1o be confessed even to herself, the

new worman tells boldly In order to surround her
persons!ity with a halo of Interest, for It seems
certain, If you do not say you have troubles, no-
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body will notice them. The instinet of family
loyalty s diminishing, that clannish sentiment
which coused relatives to hide thelr internal dis
wensions from others as carefully as they would
bodily Infirmities; children criticise thelr parents
and vice versa; brotheérs and sluters quarrel in!
the street; the black sheep ls openly discussed

by his relations. No toleration la granted on the
score of blood, and as all of us roguire as much
tolerntion a8 we can get, It scems & plty so fruilt
ful a means of supply Is cut off. Yet, If a mar
has a brother 4 blackguard, why should he not
say so, Just as much as if he were a stranger?
There seems no real reason, except that It
does not sound nice, and publie opinlon long age
decided that & family disgrace must be shared by
all the members,

WOULD CURB SILENT ORATORS

Represontative Mann, the minority
leader of the house, s on tha trail of
those who obtain “leave 1o print”
their remarks In the Congresslonal
Record and who (hen Intersperse
thess remarks with “applause,” “loud
applavse,” “tumultous appinuse,” and
other complimentary annotations indl
cating that the bhouse was in a siate

of frenny, while “the dlstingulshed
gentleman”™ wan apeaking.
Mepresentative Mann had been

glancing over the records coniaining
the debate on the Frea List Bill and
the Ariponn-New Mexlco statehood
resolution. He In underatood to have
pleked out one oratorieal gem, in par
tioular, that has been made the sub
ject of a littie satirleal comment on
the part of the minority leader. Thia
gpecch stems to have met a moni
wonderful reception.

The orator, mecording to the Reco
ord, started off smoothly, but was in-

terrupted by the plaudits of Bhia collongues almost befors he left the post

A4 the member warmed up, the house

warmed with him, and sdjectives bad

to be ealled Into play to describe just where the reception recelved by the

gentleman,

The spplause, It appears,

was “loud:” “prolonged.” “insistent.”

"tumultunous,” “on both sides” and “insurgent.”
A werutiny of the officlal reporter's notes does not Indicate that the
house was in a state of frentled approval while the modern Demosthenes let

flow his burning eloquence,

Mr. Mann has served In slx congresses continually sines 1807—alx years

from the first Chicago distriet and later from the second.

Ninols and & lawyer by profession.

He Is & native of

CHURCH HEAD

AS A WITNESS

Recently Prealdent 8mith, head of
the Mormon church, gave testimony
before the congressional committee In-
vestignting the sugar trust relative to
the formatlon of the UtahJdddho
Bugar company. For the head of a
etrong church sgoclety, he has found
time to devote to affaire of purely
secular charnctoer

Prealdent Smith has reached bhis
present high stoge of efMelency by
sodulous attention te bualness. At 8
years old he wilelded a goad over an
ox team when the great exodus of the
Mormon sect from Iinols begadd. He
worked at manual lnbor In Utah: he
was o minslonary to
Inlands; In 1868 he wan ordained high
priest and member of the high coun-
¢ll.  Off and on from 1860 to 1877 he
was n missionary of the falth in Great
Britain. In 1866 he was ordained an
apostle. He has been president of
the church sinee the death of Lorenzo
Snow, in 1001,
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The numerous and varfed duties ho had discharged before he was called
to the headship of the chureh had rendered him familiar with avery detall

of its administration.
right.

Bealdes, he came to the headship by prescriptive
He wns fun the Mormon roynl line, so to speak. He was & nephew

of the great Joseph Smith, revealer of the Hook of Mormon,

Asked If he thought It best for & man to have but one wife, the hushand
of five wives and the father of forty-threo children replied:

“In these days of the high cost of living there I8 no doubt that the aver
age man is much better off with one wife, If a man cannot support one wife
decently It would obviously be lmpossible for him to support mare.”

EX-SENATOR 83 YEARS OLD

Recently George Franklin Bdmunds,
one of the famous constitutional law-
yers of the United States and for »
quarter of a century a leader in the
senate, until his retirement in 1891,
celebrated the 83d anniversary of his
birth. Although a Vermonter during
the mctive days of his publie lfe, he
now divides his time between Phila
delphia and Pasadena, Cal,

Fifty-seven yoars ago Mr, Edmunds
entered the Vermont legislature and
after w service extending untll 1862
reslgned to resume the practice of
law. In 1868 be was elected to the
Unlted Btates senate, serving contin-
uously until 1801. His name will best
be remembered by the Edmunds act,
which provided for the suppression
of polygamy In Utah and the disfran-
chisement of those practicing it. He
was also the author of an antl-trust
law and was the head of the commlit-
teo on judielary,

He was one of thoss who drafted

the bill ereating the electoral commisaion of 1877 and was & member of that

body, Twice he loomed up Iargely is

& prealdential candidate and In 1880

and 1884 his name was presented to the Republican national conventiona,

CONSUL ACCUSED IN SCANDAL

Willlam H. Michael, Unlted States
consul at Caleutta, whose dismisanl
as o result of the recent investigation
of the Duy portrait voucher was re-
commended in a report of the sub-
committes of the house commitiee on
expenditures, was formerly chlef clerk
of the state department.

The alleged misappropriation of the
state department funds occurred in
connection with the purchase of a
porgrait of Assisitant Justice Dey of
the Supreme eourt, fo¥mer secretlary
of state, and amounted to §1,600. Only

38060 wos paid to Albert Hosenthal,
the artist who painted the pleture.
The committes durlng its Investiga

tlong traced to a single voucher the
sum of $24560. On this voucher was
written “for portrait and frame of ex
Secretury Day ™

The testimony having showed that
the $1,600 wpaccounted for was In the
hands of Morrison as disbursing clerk
and of Michael an chief clerk, the

committes holds that the money was misappropristed either by Michael and

Morrison Jointly, or by Michnel nlone,
The mysterious finding of the voucher for 82,460, which was reported,
lost when the commitiee begau lts Investigation, but which later was discoy-

ered by a messenger on the tloor in the disbursiug clerk's office, 1a eritiolsed
by the commitiee {n its report as beyond human bellel .




