THE FAKE ©©%

®
A | ;
{1 AGED INVENTOR'S SUCCESS
= o
)y HE. TWINELLS 2= : The peopte who declase that & mun
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to the auvctioneers of whereby he could reinforoe the concrete. “I will Just cast some of these
these fake companies, barbed wires In the concrete.” It was a happy Ides, and one that afterward
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that the whole sale of the opera glasses was a sham;
the auctloneer naw Jonesgey looking in he Immediately transmitted

dolinrs bid, oh, shill! Two dollurs!™

Jones, your out-of-town [Iriend, 18 undecided
whether to g0 In or not; but at that moment a
fellow near the door shakes his head to a seem-
Ing stranger beslde him and says in a low voloe:

“It's a shame. Things are golng for nothing.
Wish I had the price to buy some of that eut
glass. It sell for a song.”

Jones overhears and ig Interested. He thinks
the mind of everybody in that store 18 centered
on the opera glasses, golng so cheap. He smiles
at their rapt attentfon and the avctioneer's hard
luck complaints, The” emile would disappear  In-
stantly If he knew that he himself was the sole
concern of the eight minde In that andience, and
the auctloneer, He would be furlous If he knew
that when

sugpocted nothing when the man near the door remarked about cul
glass bargaine.

As n matter of fact Jones was interested In cut glass,
His wife liked It and ocenslonally he Invested in some, It
being the nearecst he could got to diamonds,

S0 he sauntered

in easunlly and watched with an

brokers in nearby cities. It s misrepresentation

synonymous with "eap-

knocked down for $3.80, 1t was a frightful bar-

showed that §6 strands twisted in a certaln manner obtatned the best resulta.

A tle thus made will spring 1% Inches and eome back to lne.

And a single

machine will turn out the tes st the rate of 2,800 per day.
Gates, who was born In Ottumwa, lowa, lives in & modest cottage in San

Jnu-. Cal.

He I8 a small, spare and unnssuming, He presonts the ApPOArance

"of a typloal Yankee worklogman, and because he fs out much in the air he
is sunburned and does not look over sixty years of age.

RISE OF PENNILESS RUSSIAN

The fallure of the Northern bank of
New York for 38,000,000 and .the story
of Joseph G. Robin's career in Now
York is the story of the gold-filled
utreets of America that lures the am-
bitloug of Kurops here. Sixteen years

(s this fact to the shill nearest the door by saying, “Oh, shill,” casu. ago he was a pennlless |mmigrant,
\ ﬁ‘(' ally In his speech. Jones had never heard the word, so naturally with perhaps o half<dosen words of
N, bhe didn't select it with susplclon from the nuctloneer’s jargon, and English at his command, For the past

yeur he has had a controlling volce In
three banks, two bonding companies,
two real estate development compa
nles and two traction roads.

A Russlan by birth, Robin came to
the Unlied States as Joseph Rabino-

2 {’LM amused smile the frantie anctioneer trying to sell a watch, witz. Ho was about twenty-two yeara
\ ) l Jones wasn't Interested In watches, He had o:;‘hlhe:{l and Is l::r. abont l.:‘lrty-
one in his pecket; so hls eyes continually elght, He came to country alone,
THE PROFPRIETOR - | roved toward the cut giass In n little Japunesa and he Is atlll single and without relas
from line to line, we find I \ S ? eabinet. " tives here. el o
in nearly every state p " A year after Binowitz reached
from one to forty cltles - He didn't know it, but before he ‘“_- in the America he fixed upon journallem as
place twa minutes, while the auctionesr was
supporting tomporary I Siving to  eal iy O0E" Wi tha Witoh." G the profession he meant to follow, For
auctlon swindles. Few 1/ rying IOIII ;‘ R asbro il Bidienis antan o “ ot rather less than & month he was a re
are permanent; it s a Df the s n‘ ; r'm‘ ?l?-dn:‘; ?::J:: ;J-.":l';.=211..'.. porter on the Herald, with only broken
mushrooni hbhusiness THE CASHIER « * » 't“wtnh ““r' , “'l ”" “‘-' ok AS wh-Sumal English and tremendous determination as his stock in trade.
which springs up over Ak = o BB o S signia- Four years later Rabinowitz had become Robln and was attracting atten-
night in a cheap store, leased from month to Z' cantly. tion ns deputy to Gen. James R. O'Belrne, Oom Paul Kruger's commlissionar
month, and stays until trouble oceurs or the fleld 3 The auctioneer, on his perch above them | extraordinary for the Boers in the United States, Within five years more he
is worked dry all, Lad control of the situation. He noted | was bunker and financler both, his assoclates In ambitious enterprises ineclud-
New York city nlone demands to be duped < the slgnal from the shill, jotted down mentally | Ing some of the bost known men In the United States,
by ne less than eight practically permanent eom- v e that Jones wanted cut glass, and knocked In 1904 Robin was president of the Bank of Discount, through which, as
panies of this sort, only shifting their positions to s ) s down the watch he had been experime.ting | a base of operations, the merger which resulted In the Northern Bank ot New
greener flelds as the crowds change. J) g.j with to one of the shllls for a ruinous price, | York was carried out,
There are three ways to tell a legitimate auc which was all helpful In showing Jones that
tion, 1If the place {8 permanent and advertises £ a shrewd man could plek up a bargaln If he
snles on certaln days, If the goods to be mold e s e — lnld low, attracted no attentlon and blded his
are eatnlogned plece for plece, and If there are no THE RLUICTIONELER = v* tHime, COM MAN DER TALKED Too MUCH
outside men hired to control the bldding, then ~ 7 - > : 9 x
it 18 certain that the sale Is genulne. ) 'mt;:“l‘:l]rr';r"h; ml;';::n'm“l ‘::u':r:.::‘.."TI';;“”::::: Commander W. 8, Sims of the Unit-
The fake auction game 18 plaved under the hunm-r erled .t; 'the pretty s 1y e ' ed States navy has gotten himself Into
pseudo patronage of reliabllity. The auctloneer's  pp. word “shill” or “shil- : v a lot of trouble after a long and very
license, lssued by the city, Is hung consplecuously  jvers 4o full is of Inde " Jonos digd not bid on the first plece of cut creditable career, He attended a ban-
near the door and the goods are claimed to have terminate nr'lgln It Is glagy, The auetioneer did not look toward him « quoet In London and made a speech,
t been consigned from private sources or pawn. ; \ \ once to glve him a chatce., Thse plece was during the course of which he had the

misfortune to “slop over.” He was

r,” “hooster,” “ringer,”

from the start. As a matter of fact the goods “1‘:1umnu}'(:fm"‘:uml o ..:;m, gain, Jones would have given §56 for it him- very muxious to Impress on the minds
were picked up In job lots from novelly houses, pigeon" ' and ."uuwlda N pelf. Put the auctioneer passed abruptly to the of his Dritlsh hosts the feeling of
Jobbers, Japanese stores and regular auction sup v v an techineal slang E next article, friendship which exlsts In the Unlted

ply firms who handle job lots of trashy stuff
and are to be found In all the larger eities. The
ivories they handle are made of cheap clay by
shrewd Japs who have scraped through the shell
of American bhiuff and found the flabbiness of the
flesh beneath. These antiques crumble to pleces
after six months in a heated apartment. Praeti
cally all the goods handled In these stores are
made on the sanie prineiple and bought at from
onefifth to one-fiftieth of what they will bring at
avction

There s nothing eriminal In selling at an ex-
orbitant profit if the purchaser gets the square
deal, DBut a fake auection company is primarily a
ring of cheats never intentionally giving anyone
A square (eal.

The proprietor I8 the arch rogue. His profit
depends on selling an article at anywhere from
fifty to two, three and sometimes five hundred
dollurs. The auction does not pay If run for the
average buyer; it Is merely a trap; & “plant,” for
the ccoasional “good thing" who happens In and
in quickly relleved of a large amount of money
through an elaborate system he never suspects,

It 18 a jovless gumwo, played on cut-and-dried
rules which admit of noe freshness or originality.
The average cast—for they are all actors and
play the same cheap show every day—Is made up
of one backer, or proprietor, two auctioneers, one
pretty girl cashier, and from two to ten “shills”
(the pale-faced people with mushy morals), their
number depending on the size and sltuation of
the atore.

titles for the shabby crea.

Jonas pressed forward this time as a gor-

ture, the human buzzard,

geous punch bowl was put up, He heard varl

who pleks up his foul liv-

Ing by rascality and »
roguery in working between the publle and some
swindling game: in this case, working among
thoske who stop in at the auctlon and pretending
to have no connection with the sale, botraying
n gcore of people a day after Ingratiating himself
in their good graces through cunning and ecraft,

Without these shills no sham suction can ex-
ist. Of ecourse in smaller towns only two or three
can be used, as strangers are more easlly notlced
in such places. They are the crooks on whom
the proprietor relles to plek out unsuspecting vis.
Itors snared by the bargain lure and jockey them
into buying misrepresented artleles,

The shill mixes with the crowd. Hlis business
Ig to look Just ke mn interested buyer and lle in
walt for the fly for which the elaborate web was
Bpun

This individual, for whom the scenery Ia set
and the actors dressed, Is called in technleal slang
“a rominy.” The old three-card monte men chris-
tened him *“sucker.”

Picture & room 40 feet long and 20 feet wide,
Double doors to the sldewalk are Invitlngly open;
above them hangs an enticlng red flag bearing
the name of what purporis to be a legitimate
suction firm;: beneath that, In large letters, are
the words:

SALE TODAY.
Plek out any acqualntance who lives In a small

THE SHILL * * % gus exclamations

around him, all tending to

glve him confldence in the fact that things
were going dirt cheap, Two lndles beslde him com-
miserated bhecause they woulidn't have enough

“Gentlemen and lndies,” the suctloneer went on
polemnly, “if I had thia article In Chicago or New
York It would bring one hundred dollars, one hun-
dred dolinrs You couidn’'t duplicate It at retall
for less (han two hundred. It {6 the finest plece of
art glass ever gshown In your olty,"

“Can I get one hundred dollars? Ninsty? Highty?
Soventy-five dollars? Can I get slxty? Fifty? Glve
me forty; thirty-llne; thirty!"

“Fifteen dollars!” came a halting volee from
beslde Jonos.

Jones was Interested, He sensed a bargain,
Had he known that when the auctionser sald
“thirty-line” It wns a signal to the shill besldo
Jones to bid $80 with a line through it, or fifteen
actual dollars, he wounld not have blen so enthu-
siastie,

“Sixteen!” “Seventeen!”™ "Half!"™ “Elghtesn'”
staccato offers punctuated the atmosphere after the
auctioneer's encouragement.

The little man beslde Jones shook hls
wadly, =

“Gee, It's gone beyond me,” he sighed, turning
to Jones; It'll go dirt cheap, too, If you could buy
that for $60 1t'd be a bargain, sure enough."

“Tweniy-elght s the last bld,” walled the aue

Head

States, but he went too far and as-
sured thom that:,

“If ever the time comes that the
Britlsh ompire I8 menaced by an ex.
ternnl foe she can count on every man,
every dollar, every ship and every
drop of, blood of her kindrod across the
sen."

Now, Uncle S8am thinks a whole lot
of John Bull, but he doesn't propose
to have every Tom, Dick and Harry
making wholesale promises for him.
80 Commander 8ims has been jacked
up. Presldent Tart characlerizes the
offense na conspleuous and orders that

he be publlely reprimanded by the secretary of the navy.
This actlon or™he part of the prosident was necessary, hocause had he

tnken no notice of the

commander's exuberant speech other natlons would
have had a right (o be offended,

In International relationships It is necessary
to steer a pretty stralght course to avold glving offenss.

THE NEW SENATOR FROM OHIO

The election of a United States sen-
ator from Ohlo, to suceeed Benator
Dick, precipiiated a lively contest,
which ended only with the selection
of Atlee Pomerens of Canton, MoKin-
ley's old town. It is sald to have been
one of the holtest senatorial ocam-
palgns in the history of the state.

The backer usually 18 a shrewd and unscrupu- town, s fairly progperous, and has come to the toneer. “Why, you could take It out and pawn Mr. Pomerene s a lawyer and is
lous man who rents a vacant store, fills it with a  pearby city of10,000 to 30,000 population to look it for more than that" forty-seven years old, He is a native

gcattering of cheap, ghowy articles to attract at
tention and a number of large so.called “works
of art;” and “astiques” which, on Inspection,
prove to be minors. The range runs from foun-
taln pens at ten cents to deceptive “ivorles,"
“bronzes' and “paintings by the old masters” that
bring from fifty to two hundred and Afty dollars,
and sometimes more, from the uninitiated.

The proprietor hilres a pretty girl cashler and
counts her as an additional attractlon, He gets
one or two auvctloneers—~they usually travel In
pairs, to relieve one another und the public—and
guarantees them ten per cent, of the sales; which
comwmission runs from forty to two hundred dollnrs

around for the day, purchase a present for his
wife 'and some Implements for the farm.

He has read In the papers and magazines ae-
counts of book, art and antique avetlons and not-
e¢d the hugh prices brought by rarities. When he
stumbles on to the Augrant fing of the fake aue-
tilon house and looks In at the window, heaped
with a miscellany of antigues, he 18 suddenly
stirred by that perennlal longing for a bargaln

He glances through the doar. There s a1 wor
rled avctloneer struggling with elght dull-faced
people. He s trying frantieally to sell o palr of
opera glasseos,

“tenulne Lemler, gentlemen; concave nnd con

Jones thrilled as the auctioneer turned to look
squarely at him,

“You'd glve thirty, wouldn’t you?" he cried.

Jones gulped and nodded

The auctloneer skilfully led up to the grand
landing by tuking offers of “thirty-six" and “thirty
saven” from members of his troupe. He had felt
out his man carefully and knew that $40 would be
Jones's limlit

“Will you glve me forty?" he sald #lmply, In &
level tone, loaning far over the showcase.

Jones hesltated, gulped, and then nodded his
head abruptly

Jones was pleased with his bargalng until he

of the state, a graduate of Princeton
and has been a practiclng attorney
slnce 1880, | He has held the oMce of
ety solieitor and prosecuting attorney
and was the most formidable rival of
Harmon for the nomination for gover-
nor., He was forced to accept second
place, however, and was elected lleu-
lenant governor.

Mr., Pomerene I8 married and his
wife is one of Ohlo's popular and oul-
tured women, who will no doubt be
warmly welcomed to senatorial clroles
at Washington.

a week, vex lenses, put up In thls heavy morocco case,” got home and his wite tolil him he could get the One of the yprominent senatorin] eandldates before the legislature was
Then the dealer lncorporates the backbone of the auctloneer eries, “and $2 le bld for them, same pugeh bowl for §16 wnywhere and that the | Representative Carl €. Anderson of Fostoris, who had the endorsement of the
the whole crooked business—the body of “shills.” Think of that! Not a tenth of their value, Why, other stuff was worthiless. American Fedeoration of Labor, Mr. Anderson began life as a bootblack and

pewsboy and has made a successful uphill struggle against early Nmitations,




