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all the harder for them by complaint”

~ Buro cannot endure.”
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A Chnstmas Gift
Worth Having

By CERTRUDE E. WHARTON

Copyright, 190, by American Press
Association
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“Mra. Austin,” eald the clergymnn,
“you are on the commitiee on decom:
tion for Christmas this year."

“Indecd, Mr., Rice, the others must
get on without me. [ have no heart for
the work."”

The good man turned awny without

trying to persunde her. He knew that
there was & sorrow always with her
and Intensified on this Christmas nnnl
versary. Her husband, Edgar, had gone
awiy from her slx years before and
had never returned, BEyvery year her
Httle boy hod nsked, “Muamma, 't
papa coming home for Christmas?"|
nnd avery your she had been obliged
to put him off by msaying: “Not this
year, Arthur dear. Perhaps he may tn-i
with us next year.” But ghe only snkl
it to lighten the child's disappolntment,
for she did not bhelleve he would ever
coma, |

Edgar Austln was an artist and had
an artlat's tewperpnment,. He bhod mar |
ried a woman with n very practical
disposition, and when hard thmes came |
on and he was not able to sell his ple. |
tures she had loat her patlence ut the
hardahips she was obllged to endure
and had told ber husband that he had |
better leave such “Idle work” as "daul !
ing"” and toke up womething that |
would Liring more steady and pructieal
results,

While Bdgar was pafnting he for |
got the tronhles that wero alwnys |
present with ber. It was her part to
oo that the, rent was pald and the
other necessaries of life were provided,
Bluce she had Nitle money for them
she at list lost all patience and up
bralded her husband, There scemed
but one thing for him to do to save
himself from breaking down under the
siralo—to go away from her. One day
be took his Hlitle boy, who was then
four years old, In his arms and after
A long embrace went out of the house
amd did not return,

Al thues Mrs, Austin recelved small
dooations from the clergyman, which
sho suppossd came from bis parishion.
ore. On this and what she was able to
eurn she mannged to get on. Khe
knew that it was her want of sywmpa-
thy for her insband in bis profession
duving a trying time that had driven
bl from her, and bitterly she rued It
Bhe would bave called hlin back, but
she did not konow where to flod him.
The child had been his constunt com-
paulon, often playing I the wstudlo,
and the artist sald that he could al-
wiys do better work with his boy near
bim. For six years the easel had
stood with an unfinished pleture on it,
and the studlo remaloed Iu every re
Bpect ns it was when Austin left it

The day before Christmay the clergy-
min cume (o the bhouse with a large
basket on his arm and omptied It on
the kitchen table,

“These things,” he sald, polnting to
one heap,“are for suppor tonlght nnd
these for your dinner on Christmas
d."u

“How many kind people there are In
your ¢hurch! But bow could uny con-
grogation belp belng kind with such o
pastor

“And, Arthur,” the clorgyman cou:
tinued, speaking to the iitle boy, “I've
got a nlee present for you and one for
mamma, too, whlch 1 shall bring In
this evening v~ore dinner that you
may have It Ohristmas eve and enjoy
it all Ohristmas day."”

Mra” Austin took great palns In pre-
paring the supper, brought out a set
of china she bad recelved ns a wed-
ding gift and set an extra place at the
tnble for the pastor. 1 wos dark be-
fore 0 o'clock, and she lghtod the
lamps, nod Arthur was delighted at
the smell of the good things coming
from the kitchen. He had forgotten,
that the minister was coming nud,
soolug the extra place, asked:

“Ix that for papn ™

The wother burst (oto tears. With
all the comfort on this evening, bless-
ed to all Christian families, the huos-
band aud father was stlll away, per
haps dosd.

Al 0 o'¢clock there was n tnp on the
door. Arthir mn to open It, erying,
“Its all ready. Mr, Rice!™ Hut instoad
of Mr. Rice there was unother, who
pleked the boy up asd held himn to his
breast, The weoether come from the
kitehen to see ber bushand standing In
the deorway embirncing hls ohild, Then
I 0 moment she, ton, wos tinken to
the man's arms, and kisses from moth-
er nid child were milued on the nrtist's
fuce,

“Wite,” he sald, “my
madde. | have sent you through My,
Rice all 1T conld earn—ittle snough, 1
grant—but now 1 can sell pletures ws
fast as 1 can palnt them, A yenr after
Jeaving you | found means fo ke me
o Piarle. A fow mooths ago | palnted
8 pleture thnt was hmng in the salon,
and it mnde o great Wit But we must
not atay bere, where | g not yet

fortune s

known. Besides, my pletures  will
bring higher prices coming from
abroad. We must go back w Varis”

Then they all sat down fo supper,
the bapplness that had so suddenly
come with this Christioas eve tngling
in thalr very flnger tips. But the tran-
wtlon was o gulck for Arthur to un-
derstand,

“Papa’” sald the lttle man, “1
thought you was Mr Rice What does
it nll mean, anyway ™

“It wmeans,” sald the mother, “that |

when people are dolng the best they
ean it's wicked for others to muke it

“Not wicked.™ sald the father, “only
A naturnl giving way under what na-

A CHRISTMAS
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A PENITENT f{
A Burglar Is Brought Back to the
Fold on Chnstmas Morn.

By EMMA_EDMONDS

Copyright, 180, —br Amerionn Pross
Ansoeintion

I nm or woas & telegraph operator.
I had Ywen married opg enough to be
the fathor of o small boy and know
what It & to have conl bills, doctors'
bills, clothing bills, grocery bllls—Iin-
deod, all kinds of bllls—coming In and
a small salary with which to pay
them. My wife prfoved a fnaneolal
gem or 1 don't know how we shonld
have made ends meet, [ turned it al)
over to hor, nnd she brought the ends
together an well as she could, 1 feit
that n nest egg should be started, but
every thme we tried to start one some
of our small famlly was taken il and
A doctor must be called in and pald or
extran clothing must be purchased or
goine one of the many extra necessltions
must be provided, and it dido’t look as
if that nest egg wonld ever be started
or If it were started that It would be
continmed,

Then anothed® chikl, a girl, enme
along, and what before was an even
thing between salary and necessities
begnn to be a gradual running bebind,

One day a gentleman came Into the
telegraph office where 1 worked and
st down at o desk to write n mes
sage. e seemed to be dolng more
thinking than weiting. After sitfing
there hn hour or more he got up and
woent out.  In aoother hour he came
buck, wrole out n message and handed
It In to me,

“1 should use o elpber for that,” he
gald, “but | haven't one. You'll bave
to send 1t in plain Hoglish, as I have
written it, There's uo time to com-
munlente by matl"

1 counted the words, told him the
cost, which he pald me, and took his
departure,

I saw that theé message was an im
portant one, considered In a Hnnnelal
sense. It wns the announcomaent to
parties in New York that the sender
had completed the amalgnimntion of n
number of companles Into one trust,
provided his actlon were eatified by
the New York parties, In order to
close the denl he must explain what
wie proposed and get thelr anthority
to do s, It oceurred to me that an
operntor In a financlal center mighi
soll ont his secret for a hig price and
make a ot of money out of 1t. It did
not otenr to me to take advantage of
my positlon o make monay, for the
renson that I have always been op-
posed to making ‘money dishonestly.
But 1 saw no necessity for sending the
mesgage o such form that it conld he
wned by any except the partjes for
whom it wns lntended. We operators
are used to varlous devices for keeping
such tolegrams from the publie, and 1
knew a very simple method of sending
the wessnge whereby only those for
whom-it was Intended ecould benefit by
it., I sent it by this method.

In the afternoon the gentleman eame
in and asked if T had sent his tele-
gram.

“Yes" 1 sald, "1 bave, but not just
the way you wrote it."

“How did you send T he asked,
bristling,

“1 didin’t think of suggesting a safe
wiy till you had gone out, So I acted
without your authorizetion.”

“Wall ¥
“T sent the first, the third, the Afth
word, and »0 on to the end, by our
compuny and gave the second. the
fourth, the sixth, und so on by an
other company., Of course nelther of
the two dispatches alone weans any-
thing, Theu I sent n third telegram
telling the parties how to read the two
former ones. There Is a cost of 60
couts for the third mossnge.”

He stood gaping at me for n few mo-
wents thl he got the scheme through
his hend, then pulled 80 cents out of
hin pocket and guvg it to me.

“Much obllged,” be sald, “1 wonder
I didn't think of that myself.”

He was golng out when ho turned
and sald:  “Glve me your name. 1
feckon 1 owe you n box of cigurs for
that"

I wrote my nwne on a talegraph
blank sod haonded it to hilm, rejulcing
In the prospect of getting a box of el
gurs, If he remembered the watter, |
love elgars, but couldn't afford 1o
smoke auything but a plpe and poor
tobaceo at that,

This wns nlong In Beptember, |
pulled away on my plpe for a couple
of wonths, hoplug each duy would
biring the box of clgars. But thoey
didu't come,  Indesd, they never catue
Things looked rather blue for Chrelst
mns that year., The children were get
ting old enough to expeet gifts, and 1
wishod T could give sowething to my
wife as some return for dolng ull the
work In llew of o servant. One worn-
ng 1 recelvis)l an envelope stomjwsl
“The Consoliduted Copper and Lead
Company.” "1 opened it and found a
cortificate for a hundred shares of the
stock of the sald company made out
fn my name,

I conldn't understand what It meant
or where It came from, 1 Inguired
what the stook of that company was
soelling ut and fonnd the last quotation
to be 70. This mnde the shares worth
$7000. 1 wrote the company for an
explunation, and the only explanation
I got was that the stock stood in my
pame on the books of the company.

Then 1 thought of the elpher tele
gram and the box of clgars I naver
got,

I've bad some Ohristions comfort
sinee then, but nothing ke that which
gave me the nest egg I had so long
plued for,
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Mike Conover, burgiar, the day be-
fore Ohristimas stood on a sldewalk (o
a great city and watched the shoppers.
On the other side of the street was a
large Jewelry store, In and out of
which throngs of people were golng
and coming, many of them ecarrying
tho goods they had bought rather than
risk not getting them before Christmns
morning If left to be sent home by the
dellvery wagon.

Mike was watching for some pros
peroux looking person to come out of
the mtore, his pockets bulging with
amall packnges—he knew the small
oues to be the most valusblo—intend
Ing to follow hlm bhome nod during the
night relleve him of them, DPresently
he hit upon nn elderly gentleman with
mutton chop whikkers aond n gold head
od cane, who, as he emerged from the

store, was cramming the sald snall
packages down Into his pocket. Mike
followed hlm, poted the honse he en

tered and went awnay,

The town clocks were striking one
hour after midnight when the burginr
bent his steps to the house In question,
passed from the front stops on Lo a
balcony, fuserted a flmmy under o
window sash, pulled out the screws
that held the sash, ralsed it and en
tered a large drawlng room. The
Christmas presents were doubtless
kept nbeve, so, feellng lhls way up-
#tairs, he found a hall lghted by a
gus jet turned very low. e turned
It a trifle Migher In order the better to
see the way and, looking into an open
door, snw two little children asleep
with thelr nrma nbout ench other. To
the mantel hung two long stockings
bulging In every part. On a burean
was a crucifix,

Allke hnd been brought up a Catholle
by an bonest, bardworking mother
and remembered when a Ind quite well
grown secing his Nttle brother and
sister, both less than five years old,
iving In bed together In this fashion
He remembered It especinlly becsuse
be had Just come in with some toys to
put futo thelr stockings, The sight
took him back to those days when he
had not yet gone to the bad, aud there
came a sioking about his heart. He
passad back through n narrow hallway
and, opening a door, entered n portlon
of the house that seemed to be an ad
dition and cut off from the rest, The
door had searcely elosed behind him
when he heard a low volee suy:
“Dominus voblseum.”

Mike started, and bls knees trembled
beneath him. Whenee come the
volee—from the celllng, from under
the floor or from behind curfalos? It
bad been yeuars since Mike bhad gone
to mass, much less to confession, and
now It seomwed to Wm that he was In
a church; that the priest had tarned
from the altar to the congregation and,
spreading his arms in an attitnde to

bless them, bad Intoned the Latin
words meaning “The lLord be with
you"

Instinetively Mike bowed his head
and minde the sign of the cross on his
forehond.

Then suddenly a womann's volee be-
gun to sing that beautiful hymn *AMve
Banctisshnn" ("Hall, Most Holy Moth-
er’l, From the moment Mike heard
the fivst note he began to droop, Grad-
unlly he bent almost to the floor, nnd
when the words “Ora pro nobis”
("I'ray for us") were sung be sunk upon
his knees., When the song stopped the
penitont wus sobbing like a ehild,

Buddenly a lght was turned on be-
hind bhim, But Mike remalned on his
knees. He was too overcome by the
musie to make any reslstance

“What are you dolng here?’ asked
the gentleman Mike had shadowed
that duy.

“l eame to rob you, sir,' Mike re-
plied In n hoarse whisper, “but T bave
been turned from my purpose, first, by
your two little children with thelr
hanging stockings and, second, hy what
I have beard heree Am 1 dreaming
that T s In s chureh? Is this a dwell
ing, or have 1 gone mad ™

“Nelther, We are Roman Catholles
bere, and 1 have porchasesd s phono
graph as a Christiins present for my
wife, who Is a very dévout womun
It Is Intended for sueh. 1 left It wound
and 1 sonething had gone
wrong with the machinery and started
it up. | heded the singlog and eame In
to shut the thing off.*

Then Mike rose from his Knees, but
with hfs hend still bowed mald:

“I am ready, sir, to go to Jall and
suffer the punlhiment | deserve. But
never agailn will 1 eommit a crime
The influence of our holy chureh and
my old mother when 1 was a boyv has
been brought back to me tonlght to
save me from sloking any lower, [ am
armed, #ir, and could ki you In 0 mo-
ment, But fenr nothing. Uo to youp
telephone, If you have one tn the honse
and eall the poliea™

The gentleman stood looking at Mike
for some moments without spenking,
then sald:

“1 shall not telophone for the police
The police represent the law, Our
church has done what the law can
never do. The Inw can only punish:
the ehurch bhas brought a sioner to re
pentance. Go your way, and tomor
row, If you will ecall at my place of
business, 1 will give you work."

Mike Is now earning an honest Iy
Ing and hangs stockings for his own
ehildren on, Christmas eve, But he |«
never comfortable In presence of »
phonograph, Somehow It conpects him
with a past that distresses hlm and

SO ose

which he wishes to forget.
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Lots and Small Tracts of Land :

For Sale Now in Water
Co’s Third Addition to
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o Lots 50x140 feet from $30.00 to $200.00 each.
v Tracts of 2.14 to 2.42 acres from $80 to $500 each.

According to Location.

EASY TERMS. Seven per cent interest on Deferred Payments.

A. WICKSTROM, Supt.,

HERSHEY, NEB.
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Ends Winter's Troubles.

Tomuany, winter is a senson of trouble,
The frost bitten toes and fingers, cha
ped hands and lips, chile;inl, cold
sores, red and rough sking, prove this,
But such troubles fly before Bucklen's
Arniea Salve. A trial convinces.
Greatest healer of Burns, Boile, Piles,
Cuts, Sores, Fezema and Sprains. Only
25 cents at Stone Drug Co.

A DRUNKARD
Is Not a Criminal. Why
Treat Him as Such. Ony a
Poor Unfortunate Who
Needs Help, Why Not
Help Him. Send

Him to a Neal
Institute.

The Neal! internsl treatment cures
the periodical, occasional or moderate
drinker, the habjtual and excessive
drinker and the nervous man who
has to drink to keep from becom-
ing more nerveus. [t takes away all
inclination todrink, all desire and erav-
ing for drink by neutrelizing the poison
of aleohol in the system and ridding the
blood of the peison by a rapid process
of elimination leaving the drinker in
the same normal condition he was in
before tasting liquor, #o far as the
effect of alcohol may be concerned—all
appetite for drink gone—and he is anew

man,
NO HYPODERMIC INJECTION.
The Neal internal treatment effects

a perfect cure in three days without
hypodermic injections,

A GUARANTEED CONTRACT.

A guaranteed bond and eontract is
given each patient agreeing to effect
a perfect cure or refund the money at
the end of the third day.

A MODERN TREATMENT.

The Neal is a Physicans Cure for
the drink habit; it is the most modern
und perfect of known treatments,
originated by a physician, compounded
by & physician and administered by
exxarlunced physicians. W never lails.

ddress lock box 262, Grand Island,
Neb. Phone Bell phone 206 or 695, Ind.
18T for m copy of our book mod con-
tract. We give bank references. We
frert only the Liquor Drug ond
Tobacco habir,

NOTED RUPTURE
FXPERT HERE.

Sceley, who Fitted (he Czar of
Russia, will be at the Pacilic
Hotel, North Plaite.

P. H. SBecley of Chicago and Phila-
delphin, the noted truss expert, will be
ut the Pacifie hotel and will remain in
North Platte on Friday and Saturday
only, December 16th and 17th, Mr,
Seeley says: ““The Spermatic Shield
Truss as now used and approved by
the United States government will not
only retain any case of ruptore per-
fectly, affording immediate relief, but
closes the cpening in 10 days on the
average case, and costing un{y propor-
tionate with common trusses.'' 'F;:l»
instrument received the only award in
England and in Spain, producing re-
sults without surgery or harmful in-
jections. Mr. Seeley has doeumentary
references from the United States gov-
ernment, Washington, D. C., for vour
ingpection. All charity cases without
charge, or if any interested call he
will glad tw show the truss without
charge or fit them if desired. Anyone
ruptured should remember the ‘date
and take advantage of this unusual
og;mrtunily. His home establishment
70 Dearborn street, Chicago.
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Ao J. AMES. MARIE AMES,
Doclors Ames & Ames,

Physicians and Surgeons,

Office over St_xau Drug Co,
Office 278
Phones { pesidence 278

Keith Theatre

Wednesday, Dec. 14,

“Im coming to sell North Platte
a fine line of plain and fancy
laughs."—Bob Blake.

HENRY B. HARRIS presents

TRAVELING - SALESMAN

A com in four acts by James
Forbes, uthor of *““The Chorus
Lady'' and the ‘"Commuters.”’

Twenty-one Weeks at Illinois
Theatre, Chicago.

Seats on Sale Monday.

PRICES ks et

™E Birst Na

of North Platte, Nebraska.

tional Bank,

UNITED STATES DEPOSITARY.

Capital and Surplus $140,000.

E. F. SEEBERGE

ARTHUR McNAMARA, President,

M. KEITH NEVILLE, Vice-Presiuven,

R, Yice-Presidem,

F. L. MOONEY, Cashier.

F.‘very family has need of a good, re-i

liable liniment. For sprains, bruises, |
sorencss of the muscels and rheumatie |

ains there is none betrer than Cham- |
ﬁurhin'a. Sold by all dealers,

IT BEATS .

|
|

How our 10¢

HOME MADE BREAD

has taken with ladies who are particu-
lar about what kind of Bread they buy,
They show their good judgment when
they purchase a loaf of our 10e

Home Made Bread.

It iz made from the best of flour and
great care Is used in the making, It ia
certainly different from the ordinary
Bread you buy, Be sure and ask for

DICKEY’S

Home Made Bread 10c

| geck, 647 Eilm 8t,,

Banks On Sure Thing Now,

“I'll_never be without Dr. King's
New Life Pills again,’* writes A. Schin-
Buffalo, N. Y.
““They cured me of chronic¢ constipation
when all -others failed."' Unequaled
for Jaundice,’ Indigestion, Headache,
Chills, Malaria and Debility, 25 cents
at Stone Drug Co.

ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL

EAST FRONT S1KEET,

NORTH PLATTE, NEB.
MEDICAL STAFF;:

Dr. D.T. Quigley. Dr. G. B. Dent.
Dr.".l.ms.

A general hospital for all acute and
chronic cases — medical, surgical
and obstretric. Open to the medi-
cal profession. For further infor-
mation address,

per loaf,
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W. M. CUNNINGHAM, Mgr




