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HEN cougress passed the
the  emergency currency
not last May authorizing

the controller of curreney
fo have printed emergency
currency to the value of
one-half of the amount of
government bonds owned by the na-
tional banks throughout the country,
a condition was created—and a very
serlous condition—which nobody veal
ized so fully an Watson W, Eldridge,
chief of the division of lssues under
the currency bureau, For this vast
sum, about $480,000,000, was (o be
piaced In his hands for safe keeping,
a8 I8 all the nationn! bank curreney,
At the time of the passage of this
net there was on hand In the vaults
on the second floor of the Treasury
bullding In Washington about $200,
000600 of national banknotes, ag &
“working stock.” This quantity of pa
per money was about all that these
fwo vaults would hold, So when the
bureau of printing and engraving,
after sending out n . Q. D. summons
for all the expert engravers In the
country to come to Washington and
aid in altering the wsteel plates, to
comply with the new law, began to
#end the emergency currency in dray-
loads to Mr. Eldridge, that trusted
guardian of the pation's wealth be-
gan to spend the most uneasy nights
in all his 40 years' service in  the
treasury department and 20 vears in
his present position.

The money continued to pour In,
not In thousands and hundreds of
thousands, but in milllons, Tt was the

most unwelcome money ever unload-
ed upon a man working for a salary,
New Vault Made Neceasary. °

When things reached a crisis an
order was given for a vault to hold
this emergency currency, a vault
which would make all previously
manufactured safes look like pocket
savings banks, for the new structure
of steel was to be thin shells be-
tween inconcelvable  wealth and
thieves who were ready to break In
and steal, and the corruption of fire,
earthquakes, and devastation of any
other character, It must be a vault,
#0 the treasury - officlals specifled,
capable of holding the vastest sum of
money ever atored in one plupe' five
hundred millions,

The order was given and the safe-
makers set to work, To-day the vault
etands completed, as witnessed by
the accompanying (llustration, the
first which the government has al-
lowed to be taken of thls vault, There
ure stored in the steel pigeonholes a
lttle more than 300,000,000 of bank-
notes and the remaining millions are
being stored away as fast as they can

HOUSE AT
WASHINGTON

the Surplus

Wealth of
Uncle Sam

staptly set off In an adjoinlng bulld-
fng, where watchmen are constantly
on guard. And to make sure that this
electrionl appartus is working proper-
¥ there s n “buzzer” which goes off
every 1h minutes inslde the vault, If
the warning apparatus is not working
properly this buzzer will be thrown
ont of commission and the watchmen
will be immediately notified,
Cannot Tamper with Cables.

“But what if the cables connecting
the vanll with the watchmen's room
should be cut?" AMr. Eldridge was
asked. The reply war that any tam-
pering with the cable would have the
same effect upon the alarm-ssgatem as
If the vault itsellf had been attacked.

This enormous vault, whose roof Is
on & level with the pavement, has &
perfect system of ventllation by great
driving and suction fans, which are
turned on when the vault {8 opened,
#0 that the alr is fresh and cool at all
thimes. It is lighted by slectricity, the
lighting plug being put tn place only
after the vault door s opened,

One of the marvels of the vault Is
the vault door, a complicated mass of
gray steel weighing seven tong, but se
wonderfully balanced on ball-bearing
hinges that it ean be opened without
effort, It has four combinations, and
no one mao In the employ of the gov-
ernment knows them, Two men know
two of them, and two others the re
maining two, so that In order to un-
lock the money chamber at least two
persons must be present. The door
18, of course, equipped with the time
lock device, which is now in use on
all firstclags safes. But even entrance
through the vaunlt door sets off the
alarm in the watchmen's room. It is
necegsary, therefore, to supply the
watchmen's department with a sched-
le showing at what hour the vault
will be opened and at what hour It
will be closed. The vault, according
to the schedule, must not be opened
before %:45 in the morning, and it
must be closed before five every night,

Old-Fashioned Elevator.

The only way to reach the vault is
by way of a tluy hydraulic elevator,
which fs protected by an fron door,
opening almost at the elbow of the
chliel of the division of Ilssues, who
keeps the key in his desk. This ele
vator ¢ar was barely large enough to
carry Mr. BEldridge, the newsapaper
man, and a photographer down to the
vault. It is operated by the old-fash-
loned ropepulling device and s the
most prosale road to milllons Imagin.
able,

On June 18, the morning on which
the photograph from which wa got
the Muostration was taken, the vault
contained $300,199.910, in the follow-

be counted in the big offices above | Ing denominations: $77516860 in
the level of the street fives, $210,011,300 In tens and twen
The new vault, which. was bullt ot | tles, $6,2566,200 in tens, and $15,415,750
a cost of §46,000, Is a two-story strne-! in fiftles and one hundreds. The
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The Door to the Vault— Its Weight Is Beven Tons.

ture, furnished with steel racks, which
closely resemble safety deposit box
racks. The Interlor walls are of Har-
veylzed ateel, half an inch thick, and
the whole vault Is Incased In masoury
nnd cement moré than two feet thick.
But beneath the masonry and the
ghell of steel lles the chief protec.
tion of the vault agalngt burglars—a
mat of closely woven steel wires.
Now, each of these wires ls charged
with electricity, so that when one of
them I8 touched with an awl or a bit
or & dynamite pump an alarm is in

money I8 printed In sheets, four bills
to the sheet and 1,000 sheets to the
packayge. There were nearly %,000,000
sheets, or 8707 packages to stlore
away, The actual value represented
in this amount of printed paper Is
only $438.850. In estimating this value
of the printed paper the government
figures that each package welghs 14
pounds, and the paper {8 purchased at
44 centg per pound. The balance Is
for the printing and the handling of
the bills, which are counted 53 Uimes
before being stored away,
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Twenty years ago this vast amount
of printed bills would have been ul
terly worthless until each Wil had
bheen signed by the president and the
cashior of ihe bank in whose name It
wna Issued, but in the ninelies con.
gress passed a law making the notes
legal as goon ns placed In elroulntion,
thus adding materlally to Mr. Bl
dridge’'s cares, whose duty It then be
came (o handle money, not In the
making, but the perfected ensh. Now,
as soon (s the bille are entered upon
the ledgers of the treasury as being
shipped to a bank, they are consldored
money. The express companies hand-
ling these shipments are bonded for
$600,000, and In case of loss of rob-
bery the company s held responsible
for the loss, It was only a short thme
ago that a shipment of $40,000 o the
Pacific coast wap stolen in transit,
and the express company was forced
to give a check for the full amount.
The treasury I8 ftoday redeeming
some of these stolen banknotes with-
out question, although some of them
bear no signature at all, while others
bear the forged signatures of the
president of that bank and of the
caghier. The express company was
never able to rocover more than $156.-
000 of the stolen bills. It had to loge
the reat.

Deserves Thanks of Nation,

The crispness and durability of our
present day banknotes are due large-
Iy to the efforts of Mr. Hldridge, the
guardian of the Jumbo among vaults.
Many years ago congress passed a
law authorizing the lssue of treasury
notes, and the bill reguired that these
notes be put In cireulation within 30
duys, It was u rush job, The paper

currency act. The steel plates fo
every natlonal bank In the counitr
had (o be altered. To the legend o
the face of the banknotes and at th
top, "Secured hy bonds of the Unite
Btaten,” there had (o be added
third line, "Or other securities.” 1
order to add these three words ever
plate had to be softened, the extr
words engraved, and then the whol
plate retempered. Hach of these
banknote plates, which costa §706, will
print 30,000 bills, then the impresslons
begin to gel dull, and the plate has to
be softened, the dles recut, and the
piate tempered again, after which
aboul 10,000 more Improssions enn be
taken. The plates are then destroyed
and new ones made,

Today Mr. Eldridge sleeps easy.
“Let your notes come in ns fast as
you can make them,"” Is his message
to the head of the burenu of engraving
and printing. “Rugh the notes over
until we have a stock of 700,000,000,
200,000,000 to remaln In  the upper
vaults for current needs of the banks
and 600,000,000 to rest secure In the
vault beneath the treasury, guarded
by lts wallp of gteel and stone and by
its network of wires which never
sleep.”

DANDELION AS A BAROMETER
Absolutely Reliable When One Can
Read Its Signs—Also Is Weather
Prophet.

The dandellon Is a dandy barometer,
one of the commonest and most rell
able It 18 when the blooms have
deeded and are In the Auffy, feathery
condition that tfe weather prophet fi
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Watson W. Eldridge, Custodian of Seven Hundred Millions of Dollars.

on which money is printed has to be
dampened before it takea the Impres
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cilities come to the fore. In fine
weather the ball expands to the full,

slon of the hand press, so that when | but when rain approaches it shuts ke

It comes out it Is not slzed (covered
with glossy surface as the result of a
bath In a glutinous substance). These
treasury notes were issued just as
they came from the press. As a result
the fibers soon began to break through
the surface of the paper, and as each
bit of fiber dropped from the bill the
Ink began to fade, so that within (wo
weeks after the firat bill was lssued
the treasury had to begn to redeem
the tattered notes and issue new ones.
It was then that & committee appoint-
ed to examiue Into methods of the
treasury department suggested that
#ll paper on which banknotes were
printed should be reslzed after print-
Ing. Mr. Eldridge was the aggressive
factor in this particular reform, and
it i to him that the present pleasing
appearance of our paper money s
due.

Prior to the completion of the new
vault the emergency currency Wwas

| stored in the basement of the Unlon

Trust Company, at the corner of Fif-
teenth and H streets, N. W, The first

| few milllons that were recelved were

placed in & large Iron vault, but when
carlonds of money began to arrive
this vault with a capaclty of a mere
forty millionsa soon overflowed, and then
this enormous wenlth was stacked on
the floor In ordinary wooden boxes,
which any hatchet could have knocked
to smithereens. This seemed an
awful risk for the government to take
but there was nothing else to he done.

| A tiny dynamite cartridge dischargoed
| in & little areaway in the rear of the

| bank

bullding would have blown a
[ hole in the cellar wallg” that would
have bared to view wealth of which
Solomon “in all his glory” could not
have dreamwed, and which would have
made haughty Croesus green with
envy In order to meet this danger
the government employed ten extra
watchman, who patrolled the streets
and alleys in the neighborhood of the
I"'nfon Trust bullding for nine months,
day and night. These walchmen were
only dropped from the pay roll of the
treasury on May 10, when the new
vault was turned over to the govern
ment by the conlractors.

Forced Change In Stesl Plates,

But the divigion of issue was not
the only branch of the government
which found Itself extremely busy
alter the pessage of the emgrgency

lraln drops are an the

an umbrella. [f the weather is In-
clined to bé shawery, It keeps shut all
the time, only opening when the dan-
ger from the ‘wet Is past.

The ordinary clover and all its varl
etles, Including the trefoll and the
shamrock, are also barometers, When
rain 18 coming the leaves ghut togeth-
ér llke the shells of an oyster and do
not open again untl fine weather is
nsgured. For a day or two before raln
comes their stems swell to an appre-
clable extent and stiffen so that the
leaves are bhorne more apright than
usual. This stem swelllng when rain
I8 expected fg o fealure of many flow-
aring grasses,

The fingers of which the leaves of
the horge chestnut are made up keep

fiat and fanlike 8o long na  fine
worther s Hkely to continue. With
the coming of rain, however, they

droop as if to offer less resistance to
the weather. The scarlet pilmpernel g

nicknamed the “poor man's weather
glass"” or wind cope, and opens s
Howere only in filne weather As soon

ng rain Is In the air It shuts up and
remalnsg closad untll the shower or
storm s over

The common garden convolyulus
cromples up s delicate blogssoms
within the space of half an hour il
wny, and It
keeps themn thus until the bad weath
er has puhm d

Bread from Fish Roe.

Peénsunts in the eastern regions of
Russin make bread from fish roe. At
the present time, owing to the hard
senson, there Is what they term in
that country a “little famine:"” conse
quently the peasants are making bread
from the roe of fresh water flsh, with
whiteh the rivers abound. The process
of making “fish four” differs e
from the ordinary one, The roe g
dried and ground, and cooked in the
usual fashlon,

Tllcphenn and Street Rallroads.

The cokt of the central siatlon
plants existing In 1907 In the United
States wae  just  $1,000,000,000; the
capltalization of telephony was $1,100,
000000 and the capltalization of
rallroads was close upon the $4.000,
000,000, making a grand aggregate ol
$6,100,000,000, or for 1908 ahout $7,
000, 000,000
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The Methods of Josephine

By Ella Mnddleton Tybout

(Copyright,

1 think T ean truthfully say that the
firet time Jomophine awakened any
real Interest in my heart was when 1
digcovered she wak In love,

One alternoon she returned with the
usunl bunch of violets and a most un
usudl expression. The lostant 1 saw
her 1 knew a crigis was at hand, and
rose o Lthe occaslon ns a cork rises
to the surface of the water--lightly,
buoyantly, yet determinedly

Jogephine went at onee to her room
and eloged the door with declsion, |
hovered on the stairway, palpitating
with uncertainty, and the affectionate
solicltude which 18 80 far removéd
from mere vulgar curlosity. Finally,
musiering all my resolution, | tyrned
the knob of the door and entered with
uile a Jaunty alr, earelessly hum
ming a tune

Josephine lay fnee downward on the
bed, the violeta crnshed and broken,
Aud the heeln of her patent Jeather
shoes atleking pathetically outwaed.
A _Lhoking, gaspiug sound revealed
thit she was orylog Into the counter.
pane, Gontly murmuring an endear
'ng epithet, 1 lald my hand upon her
head

“Oh, Aunt Gertrude!"
phine. “Aunt Gertrude!"

"Poor ebild,” | returned, vesponsiye-

I wnderstand—I understand.”

"0, no, you don't,” swhe interrupted,
ungratefully, “You—you can't.”

“Josephine,” I sald, kindly but firm-
¥, “you are engaged to Lo marriod-—-
and to a man.”

It was evidont she wns natonlghed
it my peraplenity, for she rillsed her
head as though listening and nodded
asaent,

“Furthermore,"

sobbed Jose

1 continued, follow-

“You Go and Explain Things."

ing up my advantpge and speaking
with conviction, “you are unhappy.”
Down went her hend again, and the
sniffling Into the counterpane recom-
menced,
“Dear,” 1 whizpered with unalloyed

sweelness, "ls he worthy of these
tears?”

No reply.

“Do you love him,” 1 continued,
"“deeply, truly, everlastingly?"

Josephine sat upright aund pushed
the halr out of her eyves,

"Oh, Aunt Gértrude,” sho gasped,

“ft lsn't him—it's them."

"Them?" I hagarded, faintly.

“Yeu," sald my nlece with the ealm-
ness of despalr, “that's the trouble
I'm engaged all fight—but there's Lwo
of him."

“Tell me about W, 1 suggested,
chiefly because | felt something was
expectad of me,

“Yos," she agreed quickly, I might
just as well, I've got to tell some-
body."

“I lgnored the last ¢clauge and com
posed mysell to listen, Her story was
brfefly thus;

Being unable to withstand the fas-
clontlon to two eallow youths, and
finding it Impossible to preserve the
peace between them, Josephine had
formulated the scheme of taking them
on alternnte days, ke two varieties
of pllls, an it were, She remarked
casunlly that she had stopped their
visits to the house, as she disliked to
see them glare at each other, and,
moreover, ber evenings were thus left
free for others. She did not explain
this, however,
opposition and daily
herself, borne with angelle sweolness

Geotly, but decldedly, 1 laid the
facts of the cnse before my nlece, |
told her that, as she could marry but
one man, It was manlfestly lmpropor

to be engaged to Lwo
“You must now,” | continued —|g
noring her remark, because | eould

not help comprehending that such a
altuntion might be ngreecuble, albeit
sinful—"you must now, dear child,
make your selection. Which of your
sultors do you love the better?”

“Yes," sald Josephine migerably,
“Its up to me Lo choose, and 1've
done It." "

“Let your heart gulde you,” 1 ad-

vised gently,

“That's Just what | tried to do” re
turned Josephine, éonfusedly, "but the
old thing wouldn't work. So I tossed

up a penny—heads for Ned and talls
for Harry, It came down talls,
“And,” she continued, quietly, “I'm
golng to elope with him tonight "
“Tonlght!" I elaculated, sglast
“Yes, tonlght. And, oli, Aunt Ger.
trude, I don't want to one bit, It's
not Harry, aftey all=—it's Neod.  Just

#s Koon ns the penny came down talls

| up I knew it was Ned | wanted, but 1

but Insinuated poarental |
persecution of

by J. B, Lippincott Co.)

was afrald to togs aganin, becaunse then
i I got Ned | might want Harry—
don’t you soe?” .

I did pot see, In fact, such vacilla
tion was qguite Incomprehensible (o
my wollbainnced myind, but | was
obliged to devote my energles o
soothing Josephine, who agaln turned
her face to the counterpane nnd wep!
copiously,

"Aund he's walting on the corner by
Trinity church,” she sobhed; “he wid

he'd walt till I eame. And It'a rain
Ing, And he has n eoll. And 1 sim
ply ¢an't go marry him And he's

bonght the ring. And I think Harry's
such o hideous name, And he'll waill
uill 1 come, and—and——"

Josephine suddenly sat upright and
grasped my hand.

You go," she sald,
oxplain things."

It is needleas to rocount the argu
ment that followed. Enongh to suy
that | finally agreed to go and toll
the man walting to marry my nleca
that, nfter all, she preferred some one
elue,

Josephine produced a long, lght
cloalt nnd wrapped me in it; she also
adorned me with a large hat loaded
with plumes, because, she explained,
Harry would be looking for just that
costume. Over the hat and face she
tied a thick voll, remarking that no
one cowld possibly tell who was in:
side 1, and pevhaps Harry would
marry me In splte of myself, as ha
was very impatient. Then she gig.
gled hysterieally

fecure In the consclovsness of my,
rectitude, 1 compressed my lipa and
drew on my rubbers,

It was not a pleasant evening. A
fine, slecty rain fell steadlly, turning
the pavements Into shining sheots of
glnss, over which I shufMed carefully.

Trinity church ls situated on a slde
streot pntirely off the main thorough:
fare, where It Is very quiet and se®
cluded. 1 paused as 1 reached the
corner and lald my hand on my bosom,
a little to the left of the breast boue,
as described In physiologes when lo
eating the heart. [ts throbbing was
very evident.

Summoning all my fortitude, [
looked in the direction -of the shurch
There, beside the lamppost, stood q
manly form, and drawn convenlently
close to the curbing was a herdle cab

Huddenly an arm appeared about my
walst, a face wns pressed close g
mine, and 1 distinetly felt the pricking
of n mustache. 1 blushed beneath
the vell and was glad the street hap
pened to be dark and qulet. |

I found mysellf gently but forelbly
propelied towards the cab, the door
of which stood Invitingly open. Twice
I strove to articulate, but both tmes
my volee falled me.

"I'm golng on the box with the
enbby,” he continued, eheerfully, "o
make sure he gets the right place. 1
won't do to have any mistake, vou
know. Now, then, In you go."

And 1 found myself picked up bodily
and deposited In the cab. The door
#lammed and we were offl.

I wis oloping,

My first Linpulse was to sceream, but
this 1 resisted firmly; my second, te
draw the lnprobe closer about me, and
to this 1 yielded and resigned mysel
to the inevitable,

The eal stopped abruptly and thy
cab door was  flung eagerly open,
Strange undulations traveled up anc
down my splne.

Wa were in the chapel by this time
and the clergyman in his robes was
walting for us with two witnesses—
everything very proper and legal. As
I could not truat my volce | hegan
to fumble with my vell; st least .
conld uncover my fnee.

“Let me help you,” he sald, gently
amd untied the knot

I turned and faced him, and for s
momaent we gtardd ot each other s
though petrified.

“The devil!" he
rudely, 1 thought.

| made a glgantic effort to spenk

“My dear young friend,” 1 said in n
volce which sounded wenk and an
tomatic to my own enrs, "1 fear mny
presence may be somewhat of a dis
appoiptment as well as a  sur
prise -

But 1T got no further, for he turned
helplessly to the clergyman as though
Lerrified,

“Take her awny,”
some mistake,

it the
rolemnly

"“There seems to ba some strange
misapprehension,” he sald, sternly;
“lot us get Lo the bhottown of this mat
ter at once. DI you expect to marry
this  gentloman, madam? Pray ex
plain.™

Aund I explained as well as 1 could

When | reached home—a long time
ofter, for the digtance wias great and
the wstreet cars slow—I found my
wrapper and slippers lald out in my
room and Josephine hoverlug anxious.
Iv ahout the window watching for me,

1 told her the whole story, and she
langhed n o way | thought ungratetul
iwnd wnappreciative,

“Josephine,” |1 sald
whall never recover
oxperionce I hope
retember all 1 have

“Oh, well,™

“your go, and

exclaimed, very

he gnsped, “there's
Let mwe out of this!"
minlgter lfted his hand

solemniy, *1
from this night's
you will nlways
done for you."

returged Josephine care,

lessly, "of course It was awfully good
of you, but do you know, Aunt Gep
trude, 1 |hl|1k vou bungled (he thlnx

most awfully,
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