When ﬂ:n white dove cooos to hin drowny

male
And birds In the trees rejoloce,
Old Frahma stands on the barn-yard gite
And ihouts in a 1gsty volee:
*1 feel better this mor-roing. '
And the bantam thinke ‘tis tros,
For he anawers back in n tenor tone:
“Without—u doubt—you do.o,"

The house dog lles with hiz head on his

Aws,

amf blinks at the morning eall:

The ent with a feld-mouse in hor jaws
Comes running home on the wall:

Whils the Brahma heralds the morn

agaln,

JAnd the Bantam takes the cueg

"1 feel better this mor-roning,'
"Without—a doubi—you do-o."

The birds with a glorious burst of rong
Make gind the orchard boughs:

And the farmer, swinging his pails along,
Gous out to milk the cows;

The wark of the dauy begins again,
And the roosters call anew:

1 feel hotter this mor-rning,"
“Without—a doubt—you do-0."

The Problem of Life,

BY ETHEL M. COLSON,
Copyright, 1861, by Dally 8tory Pub. o)

Il there was one particular charac-
teristic or quality for which the Rev,
Charles Billinga was especially distin-
gulshed It was that of truthfulness.
He was truthful, moreover, for rea-
song quite apart and side from his
calling. As a slim and pallld youth
at boarding school he had been famous
~and popular-—because of hig exceed-
ing candour. Later, as the devoted
and consclentions rector of the An-
gellean Catholie Chureh of the Atone-
ment, he was popular and beloved in
#pite of it. And If ever the meck and
lowly minded clergyman knew a sus-
piclon of spiritual pride it was because
of the absolutely spotless and un-
stained condition of his life-record In
the matter of truth-telling.

To have expected the Rev, Charles
Billings, therefore, to have dellberate-
ly—nlbelt unwillingiy—yielded to the
temptation to glve utterance to an un-
equivocal lle would have been mani-
festly outrageous. And yet——

The door of the church study opened,
oneé evening, to admit a woman—a
woman tall, slender, of good figure,
and expressive face, mirroring just
then numerous unpleasant emotions.
The Rev, Charles Billings knew her
for one of his parishoners, the wife of
golld John Brewster, merchant of the
old-time Chicago, and a man who was
popularly suspected of being a better
business man than huspand, Certain
it Is, the fine eyes of his wife had long
since acquired a look of weary and
patient resignation.

Stralght up to the table at which
the priest sat hurried the woman. In
her eagerness and agitation she never
saw the surprised but soothing gesture
which beckoned her to a chalr, But
as she gank into it mechanically it be-
came evident that she had been cry-
ing.

“Oh Father Blllings!" she exclaimed,
wildly—the gentle little priest being
80 designated by his High Churech con-
gregation—"0Oh Father Billings do help
me! If you do not—" but it was some
minutes before she could go on.

“lI met an—an old friend this after-
noon,” shé explained, subsequently,
“and we—we had an lce together, just
to talk of—of old times. There wasn't
a shadow of harm In it, although we
used—we used to love each other. Per-
hape.” with a sudden accesslon of reck-
lessness, 1 love him still, At all
events, someone—my husband,” her
volee and face all concentrated Dbit-
terness, “plotted and came between us,
Then 1 married—Mr. Brewster, 1—I
felt so helpless; 1 didn’'t know what
else to do. And I've tried to be a good
wife to him, & far better wife than. he
has been a husband, I've never geen
—the other man—since 1 was married,
antil today.

“We came upon each other quite by
accldent, and we only—we only talked
a Httle of—of thut other time. But as
we left the confectioner's by one door

“Oh, Father Billings!"
my husband came in at another.
Baw me
he'll belleve the worst in a4 moment.

It he
and I'm almost stre he did—

He judges everyvbody by himself. And
the fact that he had another woman
with him won't make a bit of di®y-
eace—to him. If he saw me—and |
know, 1 feel that he did—he's at home
now, questioning my mald. He always
does so if he finds me out of the house,
no matter where [ am, nor how short
a time I've been absent, And if he
Mscovers that 1 haven't been making
charity cnlls thig afternoon, as | told
my maid I Intended doing, he'll—he’ll
throw me aside llke an old glove, or
an answered letter. Oh, I know him,'*
as the priest looked incredulous, “and

I know what he'll do. And 11 don't
know—ah yes, God help me! 1 do
know—what will become of me. And
I haven't a relative, scarcely a friend
in the world, with the exception of
yourself, Father Billlngs. If you don't
help me, I'm—I'm afraid I'm lost for-
aever!"

“What do you want me to do, my
child?" asked the pricst, quietly.

For anewer, she sank on her kroees
beside him, catching at his hand with
small, beseeching flugers that burned
like fire,

“Tell him that 1T have been making
charity calls,” she sald, hoarsoly. ""He
won't belleve me, but he'll belleve you,
If you tell him. Everybody knows,”
withont a suspicion of grim homor,
“how invarlubly truthful you are.”

“But, my child,” sald the priost,
gravely, “that would be a lie, a sin'

“1 know It would be a le,"” she made
nnswor, “but would It be a sin i you
did It to save another? And there
are worse gins (han lying, Father, and
gome of them are hard to aveld. |
don't know how to tell you, but—I've
no money, Father, I've no friends or
relatives, and If my husband throws
me aside there's only one person to
whom [ can turn for assistance—and—
and-—~I do not waat to go to—him."

The face of the priest was pale and
puezled. As a clergyman he kney ly-
ing to be sinful. As & man and a

“No, sir,” he heard himself saying.
gentleman he hated lying on general

principles, He was firmly convinced
of the wickedness of doing evi! that
good may come. And yet—

It was all so clear before him., It
this woman did not still love the—
the other man—she would not so fear
and dread being thrown aside by her
unloving, unloved husband. And, If so
thrown aside, to whom else could she
turn? That she was speaking the
truth in regard to her husband's
harshness and her own pennlless con-
ditlon the clergyman knew well, He
knew more about golid John Brewster
than most people, and for a hard man
and exceeding close with hls money
all men knew him, That he would re-
fuse to believe the meeting between his
wife and the Jover from whom he had
parted her, by unfair means, solitary
and as innocent ag accldental was also
tolerably certain.

Then, certalnly, the problem lay be-
tween this woman's soul and his own
—the priestly soul which had never yet
been stained by lying.

Heavy steps sounded along the pass-
agewny leading from the street, The
woman, springing to a chair on the
other side of the table, looked at the
priest beseechingly and bent hurriedly
over some puapers,. A moment later
and solid John Brewster himself strode
into the room.

At sight of his wife the hard face
changed, the expression faitered. The
priest, rising to confront him, gaw in
his eyes both doubt and hesitation.

“l see my wife is with you,” the
man sald, sullenly. *“May I inguire
if she has been with you all day?”

For a moment the priest struggled
against a most human Iimpulse, the
mad, natural, all but uncontrollable
inclination to knock down this in-
timidator of a woman and trample
upon him. Then he remembered that
he was a priest, and that there seemed
but one way of helping the Intimida-
tor's victim. He turned h.s eyes to-
ward her down-bene head, momenta-
rily, and again the Problem of the Lie
lifted its double-headed torment and
regarded him. He saw, as If In vision,
the Recording Angel who was 80 real
a personage to him take down, with
gorrowful sternness, the white scroll of
his unstained veracity and degrade 1t,
degrade It to the dust. His eyes filled
with tears, suddenly, as though he had
witnessed another's dJdownfall. Hut,

over and agalnst this vision, was set |

the soul of this woman—and her peril,

For kim, repentance and remorse in
plenty. Nay, was he not already
penting the very thought of the sin
in contemplation. For her—in case
her fears were reallzed—no place of
repentance, though she sought it care-
fully, with teurs,

And, right wrong,
tmpulse trinmphed,

“No, sir,” he heard himself saying,
distinetly, after so brief an interyal
that even the angry husband noticed
no hesitation, “she has not. [ did not
see her untll after .ancheon, But this
afternpoon she accompanied me on a
round of charity calls, and, since our
return, she has been busily engaged in
making out her report to the Charity
Calls Committee of the Woman's Aux-
fllary. She will be ready to accom-
pany you home s0 soon as this Is fin-
ished."”

For this lie Father Charles Billings
presently

re

or the unselfish

will never cease to be anxlous ean- |
cerning Its moral #ffect upon Mrs. |
Brewster—now slowly acéuiring the

habit of a negative happiness by utter

and wong—repented, and he |

self-forgetting.  Also, the recurrent
torture of his wretched Inability te
euive the problem of whetoer or nol
he did right In telling the lle will ajk
ways serve the purpose of an exquis.
ftely painful halr-shirt to the man whe
told 1t. But there are rare momenta
now and then, when the problem ane
the repentance allke coase to troubls
him-—when he 1¢ glad In the convictiop
that the lle saved not only a woman's
body from perdition, but also the wom-
an's soul,

GAS KILLS FLUSHING TREES.

Legks ©ut of the Malns and Affects |

the Tree Rools

The people of Flushing, which has
become famous for the beautiful shade
trees which line its streets, hava no-
ticed recently that many big, sturdy
trees have withered and become life-
less without apparent cause or injury,
Thege treea weore not confined to any
one variety nor was any single lo-
cality alone affected. Hortleultural
experts examined the dead trees to see
it they had become afected by Insects
or rust, but nothing of the kind was
found, Then Bamuel B, Parsons, a vet-
eran nurseryman, was asked to make
an investigation. He reported: “The
condition of the trees Indleates that
they have been killed by illuminating
gas which has escaped through the
malns in the streets and has found its
wny to the roots. In several cases
where the dirt has been dug up around
the roots of the dead trees there has
been o strong odor of gas. 1f a similar
test was made with all the dead trees
the same odor would be discoverad, 1
do not know of anything else that
would kil the trees.” Most of the trees
were planted more than Afty years
ago. At the present rate, however,
Mr. Parsons says he fears that all of
them will be killed within five or six
years, The same cause he says has
killed many of the trees planted in
Manhattan, Another nurseryman sald
that there is no doubt about the gas
killing the trees in Flushing. “Last
spring,” sald he, “we planted slx trees
in front of a resldence here. All the
trees budded, but just as they were
about to put forth leaves one of them
died. We replaced it, but when we
dug the dead tree up theére was a
strong amell of gas. The second tree
planted also died. Then we made a
complaint to the gas company and
found that not fifty feet away there
was a leak In the gas main.”

The managers of the Flushing gns
plant declare that they are not to
blame for the destruction of the trees.
They say that there are dead trees
on streets where there are no gas
mains, The Flushing Assoclation has
promised to employ one of the best
experts In the country to examine the
trees.—-New York Bun.

DEFECTS IN THE CAPITOL.

Whiteness of Main Hody Retalned by
Frequent Palnting.

Frederic Harrison's admiration for
the ocapitol as an architectural work
and the central object of the Washing-
ton landscape is ghared by so many
that one can always send a thrill of
pained surprise through a part of ev-
ery group of visitors by a reminder
that only its two wings are built of
maible, and that for the whiteness of
its main body we must thank coplous
and oft-renewed applications of white
paint. But quite as much astonish-
ment Is likely to be felt by most per-
song al the discovery that the great
dome, which has been the delight of
all beholders, s not precisely in the
axis of the central portico, but about
six feet out of place., Yet such is the
case. It has been necessary to resort
to some trickery to decelve the eye In
taking In the whole effect of the edi-
fice, but the cheat has been accom-
plished so cleverly that it may be for-
given. Another fact little known to
the public is that the exquisite propor-
tions of the dome are the result of ac-
cident, not design. The present lines
do not follow the architectural draw-
Ings, because when the base of the
dome proper was measured preparatory
to lowering it Into the collar, which
was already In place for it, it was
found to be too large, The collar could
not be changed to fit, so the original
base was cut off at the point where the
diminishing diameter would slip into
the collar, The result was most gratl-
fying. If, as many experts assert, the
present dome 18 perfect, it follows that
the dome as first designed would have
been imperfect, and if it had been used,
one of the most gatisfactory public edi-
fices in the world would have lacked &
large part of its present charm.— Hos-
ton Transcript.

A Remarkable Aostrallan,

Sir George Dibbs, who has just pre-
sonted King Edward with a walking
stick of his own make, Is one of the
remarkable men of Anstralia, He |
probably the only man in the emplre
who has passed through the twa ex
treme experiences of a prime minlstor
and a prisoner in jall. 8ir George has
twiee been premier of New South
Wales, and has held many other posts
of the highest Importance fn the
colony; and it was while he was a
prominent public man that he had the
courage 1o refuse to pay what he
thought an extortlonate bill of costs,
He wag committed to Darllnghurst
jall, Sydney, for a year, and served
the sentence through to the end,

Hi Henry's ministrel company gave
performance at the Alhambra Natur
day night and Bunday afternoon and
evaning, and gave good satisfaction te
the audiences which gathered in Man.
ager Miller's theater for a preliminary
bit of enjoyment before the regula;
geason of the Grand avenue hoyse
opens next Bunday afternoon with
“Hunting for Hawkins."

At lnst it is settled that the Pan-
American conference in the City of
Mexico is to be held according to the
programme, which sets the date of the
fArst session for Oect. 22, Chile has
walved har objectiona for the time and
appolnted delegates, and that removes
ihe lust obstacle,

Even if nothing definite be accom-
olished by this conference it will do
great good, EKEvery such gathering
helpa to bring the nations together and
familiarize them with the idea of co-
operntion. The first Pan-American
conference was held twelve vears ago,
The next one may be held In half a
dozen vears or less. After that sim-
flar gatherings may meet every vear
or two, and when that happens the
federation of the Western Hemlsphere
will be half accomplished,

A congress of the American repub-
les meeting annually or  blennially
would assume in time the charactor-
istics of a common government. It
would resemblethe congress of the con-
federation that preceded the formation
of our own Constitution,

That congress was composed of the
delegates of independent states, It
was a diplomatie body, llke tha one
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that Is to meet at Mexico, It had fow
powors of its own, All It could do on
mogt subjocts was to glve advice to
the states, yet It paved the way for a
strong national government,

In thelr progress toward federation
the Amaorican continents are far ahead
of Europe, European International
conferences are held only for certain
specified purposes, and generally rep-
resent oniy a limited number of pow-
ere. Rut here we have all the coun-
tries of the hemisphere sending their
delegates for a general discussion of
matters of common Interest, Such
joint discuselons cannot fall to draw
them cloger together,

There are many matters that are
within the fleld of practieal action al-
ready. An international coln, for in-
stance, which was one of the objects
discussed by the first Pan-Aerican con-
ference, I8 still a thing to be desired.
And why should we not have 11?7

The delegation from the United
Btates is composed of the following
members: Henry Q. Davis of West
Virginia; W, 1. Duchanan, of lowa;
Charles M. Pepper. of the District of
Columbia; John Barrett, of Oregon;
Volney W, Foster, of lllinols; Jose 1.
Rodriguez, secretary,
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In the common parlance of the
American people the present confer-
ence I8 the “Blaine fdea,” nurtured,
developed and brought down to the
present moment. The first Important
Pan-American Congress was held in
Washington, D. €, in 1880, and waa
the direct vesult of Mr. Blalne's fore-
slght and daving leadership. s maln
object was to formulate "an agreement
upon, and recommendation for the
adoption to thelr respective governs-
ments of, a definite plan of arbitra-
tion of all questions, disputes and dif-
ferences that may now or hereafter
exist between them, to the end that
all difficulties and disputes belweon
such natlons may be peacefully set-
tled and wars prevented.”

Now, as then, the question of arble
tration is the most Important and dif-
ficult problem which will be consid-
ered; but sometimes the altrulstio
drenm of one decade ig the operative
diplomacy of the next, and it {8 cers
taln that great advances have been
made ginee the initial conference was
held and the principles of reciprocity
and International arbitration were first
promulgated and discussed at a fam-
fly gathering of the American Repub-
les,

President Lincoln

Secretary and Historian

John G, Nicholay, the author of ten-
volume biography of Abraham Lin-
coln and of other works on the great
emancipator, died the other day In
Washington, aged 69, He had lived In
the national capital ever since 1860,

With the death of John G. Nicolay
there remains but one survivor of the
great war president's officlal house-
hold—John Hay, the present secretary
of state. All the members of Lincoln's
cabinets and nearly all the men who
supported him In the senate and house
are dead. Mr. Nicolay and Mr, Hay
both were young men when they went
to Washington as Lincoln's private
secretaries in 1861, Both were men of

THE LATE JOHN G.

more than ordinary powers, and In the
etern school of those crucial times
they developed unusual diplomatie
und executive abilitles, To how great
s degree Mr, Nicolay's falthful services
pootributed to  Presldent Lincoln's
puccess cannot be estimated, but it s
certaln that his work at the White
House was the most important of his
{ife. He nlso performed a valuable
public wervice when he chose John
Hay as his assistant, thus turning the
talents of the young Illinols lawyer
lote the chacnel of natlonal politics,
The work for which Mr, Nicolay will
be lopgest remembered, bowever, Is

that of the ten-volume “Life of Abra-
ham Lincoln,” on which he and Mr,
Hay collaborated for twelve Yyears,
The werk Is the standard authority on
nll phuses of Lincoln's publie eareer.
It tells the story of the historie epoch
of which Lincoln was the central fig-
ure with an accuracy and fullness that
render it of permanent value and in-
terest, It should be aceounted one of
the fortunate circumstances of Ameri-
can history that two such able writera
und political students as Nicolay and
Hay were in such close relations with
Lincoln and had begun collecting ma-
terial for a history of the man and
his times almost from the beglnning of

NICOLAY.

hle administration, It 18 gratitying
that Mr, Nicolay, In spite of poor
health, lived to reap a lberal rewnrd

of reputation and money for his ser-
vices as blographer and historian,

The Human Race Problem.

The sssussination of President Mo-
Kinley bhas brought our country face
to face with a condition of afalrs
which reguires radical and wise meth-
ods of treatment to guard against i
repetition of similar crimes, writes
Prof. G. W. Cunningham In the Chi-
cago Tribune. It s generally conceded
that our public officlals are not laek-

Ing In courage or bravery, If the oc-
caslon demanded it mnobody would
question for a moment the supposition
that President Roosevelt would have
the courage to hold a publio reception,
unguarded even at the spot where
President McKinley foll, But we as &
nation would not be wise to permit
such a proceeding it possiole to pro-
vent |It,

Stringent laws will probably de en-
acted with the view of erushing out
the spirit of anarchy, yet no effec-
tive laws can be created which wiil
prevent a degenerate from belng born.
8o long as suoh things can be only one
law will prove effective, and that is
one which will keep our officials
where the degenerate will be perman-
ently denled the opportunity to per-
form what ke may Imagii) s his
earthly mission. Furthermere, while ’
such a law s being rigidly enforced it
will be well to begin to pregerly edu-
cate the masses, especlally ga to the
great responsibllity of thosa who in-
tend to become parents. ‘The stook-
breeder solects with the grestest pos-
sible care the ancestors of his herd.
At the same time human beings are
thrown into existence without proper
effort being made elther by the pur-
ents or the government to improve the
standard of thelr perfection, Burely
humanity should have an equal chance
with the animals. )

This I» a matter for serlous conald-
eration In every home, as well ag In
the legislative halls of our govern-
ment, Thinking will play fts impor-
tant part, but It will require action
to bring about good results. Proper
tralning is the first requisite.” Latin,
Greek, ete, are all good in thelr places,
yot there are other matters of far
greater importance to the present as
well as future generations, The time
is ripe for proper and wise action to
be taken,

English Vietws on Anarchists.
The London Spectator and the Lon-

don  Saturday Review Dboth bave
leading «cditorinl  articles on  the
assassination of President MceKinley,

In which they sot forth views on the
problem of dealing with Aparchists

The Spectator belleves that men of
this dangerous character are increas-

ing, but it thinks nothing s to be
galned through sharper laws against
Anarchists and Anarchist lterature.

Such laws, It says, only bind the des-

peradoes  more firmly together. It
ndds that there would be no Injustice
In punishing any person who in type
recommends murder or sUggests ways
of eomrsitting I, but the editor
donwes Wiosther kings or presidents
would be much safer If all such lites-

ature disappeared. The troable s that
general  denunclations of  soclety,
which can hardly be punished, seem
to have the worst effects In arousing
the homicidal instinet. The Spectator
comes to the conclusion that little or
nothing can be done to prevent as-
sassination that has not been dome ).
ready,




