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Dird
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If the average small boy knew what
A hard time birds have to rear their
families under the hest conditions he
would hesitate to disturb thelr nests,
even If thare was no law to threaten
him with punishment if he dld so.

There was a patlent pair of robins,
for Instance, who bullt their first nest
more than six weeks ago In a low
apple tree In the orchard. Presently
there were two blue eggs in the nest.
Then came the first catastrophe. Next
morning the nest was empty. On the
ground under the tree lay one of the
eges with two holes pleked in its shell.
That was the work of a blg, sneaking
bluejay, If one may judge by the fact
that the same afternoon the robins
were seen chasing a scolding jay about
the orchard and that the plcture of
the jay has long been In the birds’
rogue gallry.

Immediately after the destruction of
thelr eggs the robins set about bulld-
Ing a second nest on another limb of
the same tree, They got so far as to
have three blue eggs In this prospee-
tive cradle when a red squirrel came
down one afternoon from the oaks ad-
Joining the orchard and made a robins’
egg omelet of what he found there,

Then a third nest was bullt and on
that the old mother bird has now been
sitting for two weeks, Perhaps she

will succead this time In rearing an In-

S

THE ROBINS.

taresting family, but there is an old
white cat with three kittens under the
hay mow stalrs, who spends hours
standing motlonless, all but the tip
of her tail, in the tall orchard glass
and who thinks that a dinner of young
robins would do her own children
much good,

There Is a llttle yollow warbler who
bullt down in the pasture wood lot
and who had equally hard luck in a
different and really pecullar way.

The yellow warbler’s nest was In
ftself an exquisite thing, It wns bullt
near the top of some thlck bushes,
about five feet from the ground, It
was lined with soft, silky gray mosses
and threads of vegetable tissue and it
looked like the inside of a spun sliver
cup. It was Dbullt so artfully that
leaves and branches hid It on all sides,
and It took hard work and good luck
to find it even after one knew it was
there. It was found the day it had
been completed, when the mother bird
was just ready to begin laying her
CgRs.

But there was another bird out that
day, sneaking through the bushes like
a pickpocket, looking for a chance to
leave one of its eggs In a newly bullt
nest, The sneak was a cowbird, which
never bullds a nest of its own and dis-
misges the whole subject of maternal
responsibllity from Its mind when it
has left an egg In some other bird's
nest. Ope of thessa hig brown and

black cowbirds found the yellow warb- |

ler's dainty little nest and laid one of
ite big spotted eggs there, Then 1t
flew back to the pasture agaln, and got
down on the ground among the cat-
tle, with others of Its sneaking kind.

Sometimes when a yellow warbler
finds a cowbird's egg In its nest |t
will build a false bottom over the egg
and proceed to make Its nest above
it on the second floor. But this poor
warbler got no such opportunity. This
has been a cold, late spring, and the
warblers and other similar birds have
been slow in  bullding., Also there
were many cowbirds about, looking for
a chance to saddle off the hatching and
vearing of their young on their bet-
tera, and before
mother could get n chance to lay one
of her own eggs In the nest she had
pullt it was actually filled almost to
overflowing with four big cowbird
egks. This le belleved to be the record
in the way of cowbird greediness, Of-

I' egg from

the yellow warbler |

ten two cowbird eggs are found in the
fame pest, but rarely if ever have
four been found.

The greed of the cowbird In thus
completely occupying the warbler's
nest brought its own punishment with
it, The warbler, disgusted, abandoned
'- o —

COWBIRDS STOLE THE WHOLE
NEST,

the nest completely, A day or two
later wmomething—boy or beast—had
discovered the deserted nest and stolen
all four of the eggs.

If the yellow warbler bullds another
nest and suceeeds in ralsing Its brood
where the cowblirds cannot find it the
first catastrophe may be all for the
best, Even when only one cowbird’s
egg I8 lald in a nest and is hatched
out with three or four young warblers
the latter nre likely to get tar the worst
of It. The young cowbird from the
moment it breaks the shell Is bigger
and greedier than its foster brothers
and gisters, It will erowd them to the
slde and Insists on eating much more
than its share of the food which the

yellow warblers bring for their
Young.
Across the barbed wire and rail

fence from the warbler's riest Is a big
woods pasture, Close to the fence
grow thick clumps of hazel brush
and wild crab and plum trees, In
some places the thicket Is sn dense
that a man has hard work In forcing
his way through It. High up in these
tangles, slx or elght feet from the
ground, two palrs of catbirds have
bullt their nests. They are apparently
safe from all but other bird enemies,
for the long, sharp thorns and the in-
terlacing brunches protect them from
attack from the ground. This 18 evi-

MOURNING DOVE BROODS ON THE
GROUND,

dently a favorite nesting place of

theirs, for in the branches there are

the rulns of nests evidently two or

three yvears old,

Close to the cathird's tungle and ly-
Ing on the ground In a poor apology
for a nest were found a recently
hatehed mourning dove and a white
which the little bird had
not vet picked Its way. This nest was
close to the stalks of some close grow-
Ing bushes and would never have been
dlscovered If the old mother bird had
pot gotten up and flown away in a
terrible fright when the nestseeker was
four or five feet away,

With the instinet of most of
ground bulldipg kind the old bird went
off with an apparently broken wing
and did her best to decoy dunger away
from her helpless little ones. 1t Is a
wonder how these lttle doves escape
the prowling cats which hunt In the

meadows and woods all about, but go
far they have done finely, and on Sat-
urday last the elder of the two was
already able to use hin wings In a
lilzut of three or four feet.

Out in an old telephone pole which
gtande nt the eorner of two country
roads {8 a regular birds' fiat bullding.
Abont fifteen feet up from the ground,
Just high enough up to be the despalr
of amall boys, Is a small hole leading
down to a circular chamber. Here a
bluebird family has Its home. Five
feet up is another and larger hole, This
Is the front door to the residénce of &
redheaded woodpecker, At present the
yvoung woodpeckers are Just getting
ready to try thelr wings and at almost
any time one of the youngsters may be
seen looking out of the hole at what
must seem a strange world, Still
higher up, In the third story of the flat
bullding, Is another opening evidently
made by a filcker, who changed his
mind and left before he completed the
work., There is likely to be an English
sparrow's nest In that cavity before
the summer ls over, for the “‘avian
rats” are going out Into the country
for the summer In great numbers and
bid falr as soon to be as big a nuisance
there as they are now in the elty and
nearby suburbs,

There seem to be other hirds beside
the bluejay which sometimes eat or at
least destroy the eggs of their fellows.
Thus the other day a horrible =uspi-
clon was aroused in regard to that
symbal of Innocence and gentleness,
the rolin vedbreast. The robin flew
from a tree down into the grass of a
swamp meadow. There he disappeared
for & moment. When he came Into
sight agaln he was flying for dear life
with a red-winged blackbird close be-
hind it, ehrioking *“stop thief” at the
top of its volce, Of course the robin's

BIRD'S FLAT BUILDING.

Intentions may have been pertectly
honorable, but why should the redwing
be roused to such a sudden pltch of
fury at the sight of him asks a writer
in the Chicago Tribune.

IN THE

Huassin's White City.

For three months in the winter
Archangel, now to become the great
western port of Russla, scarcely sees
the sun, and for three months in the
summer seldom loses sight of it Yet
there is no clty in the whole of Europe
which Hes for so0 many months—for
tho greater part of the year, in fact—
nnder a mantle of snow; and because

of this the Russian fondly callg it “the
White City,”
White, too, It ig in other ways., All

the chief buildings glare with white
paint and blink with white blinds. The
churches—and Iin a Russian city they
ara but few—are also of pure white;
only the cupolas are green, and the
crogses on thelr summits gold. And
white are the private houses of the
better sort—except where Norwegians
and Germans live, for buff and blue
and red then streak and diaper the
pine walls and edge the gable ends,
But street-posts, gates, pillars, walls,
fences—these are all white, And in the
summer, for every official yon sgee In
# blue or gray tunic, you sen ten in
white caps and white uniforms, Bright
color alone {8 left to the women and
children; pink blouses, green skirts,
scarlet petticonts, orange aprons. and
blue kerchlefs are common enough:
while & group of children will alwavs
look like n cluster of old English flow-
ers. But otherwlse, In summer as in
| winter, this old city of Archangel,
now destined to be the capitnl of o
new Russia In the near west, g a

the |

White City, indead.

Her Leognl Privileges

The following allegation in o bl for
divorce against a wife was held by the
Bupreme court at Washington not to
| state any legul ground for divores
“She was quarrelsome, viclous in dis-
position, murderous in threats ngainst
the plainti and his parents, hysterical
nnd ungovernable in temper, crazy In
her actions, and by her causeless and
unprovoked holsterousness, screaming
hullooing, and other wild eonduct, by
day and night, an intolerable nulsance
to all her neighbors.”

Ojdest Uhureh In the Countrf,
The oldest Protestant church in the
Tnited States ls St. Luke's, at SBmith-
field, Va.,

writes Willlam E. Curtls in |

the Chicago Record-Herald. 8t. Luke's |

wias erected In 1632, and was restored
in 1884 as nearly as possible to its or-
iginal condition and appearance, It is
a beautiful old structure of early Eng-
glish gothle, with mullloned windows
and a stately tower, and has been used
for public worship almost continuous-
1y for two centuries and a half. The

in North Ameriea under Captain John
Smith—the church In which Poecahon
tas was baptized and married—has all
digappeared, except a pleturesque, tyy-
elad tower of brick, surrounded by a
groyve of troees,

Holland Keepa Ol Ovean ait Bay.

There are at present about
miles of sen dikes In the Netherlands.
The total length of dikes is difficult to
estimate, and even If It could be ostl-

mated would mean but little, for It

original church crectea on Jamestown | must be remembered that the dlkes

fsland by the first English colonists | have for the most part In the course

1,000 |

of time been destroyed and rebullt re-
peatedly, 1t has not been 20 much a
question of bullding them as it has
been of maintalning them and keaping
them where they were. Besides pro-
tecting the country from the Invasions
of both freah and salt waters, the dikes
have served to reclalm no lesa than
210,000 acres, nearly all of which are
good, fertile land.—National Geograph-
le Mugazine,
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The man who has never written 8

foolish love ietter has not yet taken all
the degrees,

Map of the

A

Boston Herald: Uncle Sam is going to |
have a so!l map that will be a wonder.
It will be something of a kind entirely
new, and will enable the farmer, wher-
ever he lz located, to determine just
what crops will bring him the largest
returns in money. Printed in colors, it
will convey information in the clearest
and most caslly comprehended manner
imaginable. The map I8 to cover the
whole of the United Btates, and will
be on such a scale that every ten-acre
patch will be represented by one-eighth
of an Inch square. But each farmer
will be able to procure a chart of his

Soils

Washington correspondence of thn1

To Teach Farmer What
He Ought to Plant.

moves north at an average rate of 13
miles & day. The crops of vegetablea
which It produces comes to market at
A corresponding rate. But backward
weather In the South and forward
weather in the NOorth will disarrange
things sometimes, causing a ripening
of the same kinds of produce at the
same period in different latitudes of
the strip, and thus bringing about a
glut disastrous to growers. Under or-
dinary conditions, however, the pota-
toes, tomatoes, peas and Sther garden
stuff, arrive first from Flor/a, then
from Georgla, next from the Carolinas
and so one. This Interesting strip ia

own nelghborhood on a larger scale,
80 that he can arrange his planting in
aecordance with the suggestions which |
It conveye, The work is done by town- 1
ships to start with, and these are put
together to make counties, which are
finally ascembled to form complete
maps of sintes. Hitherto the business
of farming has been to some extent
Euess work; the agriculturist formed
a surmise as to what crops were best |
for him to try, and did this planting |
accordingly, Henceforth he will study |
the government map, and from it will
obtain advice, based on the lul;‘hul|
sclentific knowledge, as to what will
be best for him to try to grow., Then
he will go ahead with a reasonalle
certuinty of satisfactory results,

In the first plage, the soll map will
show what kindYof agricultural in-
dustry any glven loeality !s best adapt-
el for—whether frult valsing, vege-
table growing, dalrylng or general
farming. It will make clear to the
farmer In North Caroling, for instance,
that he has the same soll that 18 used
advantageougly for certaln purposes In
Georgla, and that, It climatic condl-
tions are not unfavorable, the same
crops may be expected. A wonderful
strlp of light sandy soll, not over four
or five miles wide, extends along the
Atlantle coast from Massachusetts to
Florida, with occasional Interruptions,
bordering the ocean and its embay-
ments—1. e, the rivers and bays.
a natural truck pateh, adapted for the
production of early vegetables, which
ripen much sooner in that ribbon of
land than anywhere else in correspond-
ing latitudes, owing to the nearness of
the sen. The nearer the waler, the
eatller the planting may be done.
Along that strip In spring the ¢limate

It is |

|
i

conspicuously shown on the soll map,
owlng to its great commercial Impoyr-
tance. It has so lengthened the season
for fresh vegetables that now it may
be #ald that there ls no longer any sea-
son; such products are obtainable all
the year round. In southern Florida
there is a limited area below reach of
frogt where vegetables can be grown
all winter, and the yleld of this reglon
tides over the cold months, untll the
spring season begins ita march up the
coast, It Is the strip next to the beach,
a mile wide, that Is bost for trucking
purposes, and these sandy lands, when
nedar to citles and with good transpor-
tntion available, ure worth from 8§50
to $600 an anere, though only a few
yvenrs ago they were valued nt §! an
acre, As shown by the map, even along
the strip the solls vary, %0 us to be
adapted to different kinds of truck, the
lightest and sandlest belng best  for
early peas, the medium suitable for to-
matoes and the heaviest just right for
growing cabbage, The map will call at-
tention to certain troublesa of solls,
which have been Investigated through
chemical annlysos, One of theso s
acldity, which has an Important influ-
ence upon farming over large Areas;
another Is excess or deficlency of cer-
taln elements of plant growth, which
can be supplled by fertilizers, and yeot
another 18 alkall. As for alkall,
sclence has ascertalned both  the
soutce and the remedy,. It comes usu-
ully from wash from the mountaing
from salts earried onto the land by ir-
rigation, or from deposits lald down
‘ at a poriod when the lnnd was sea bot-
The remedy Is to underdrain the
land and wash out the alkall, and to
prevent nceumulation of seepage wales
in the subsoil,

| tom,
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Giant Me.xican ..S‘p:'der.r.

A New York professor has just re-
turned home after spending the win-
ter in exploring the mountains near
Buena Vista and Investigating the
hablts of a specles of monster splders
found In the middle Cottonwood pass.
Little definite Is known of these spl-
ders, but around them has been gath-
erod A mass of Indlan legend and
prospectors’ yarns that rival those of
Munchausen,

Many years ago these spiders lived
in & cave easlly renched by tourists, It
wns In a valley two miles northeast
from Harvard City, then a thriving
mining camp elght miles west of
Buena Vista, In 1880 a man named
Bhultz eut his way Into the spiders’
den. He did not return, and a week
Iater a searching party found his body
partly burled In the splders’ cave un-
der o mass of fallen rock., As it would
have required timbering at an expensa
of keveral hundred dollars to recover
the body, and as the mun had no
known relatlves It was left undis-
turbed. The splders have found an-
olher home farther back in the moun-
tains, Some of the tules told about
these splders are given In an old let-
ter which has Just been found In
Buena Vista, It says:

“A short distunce out of Buena Vis-
ta there s a cave swarming with spl-
ders of lmmense slze, sgome of them
having legs four lnches In length and
budies as large as that of a canary
bird. The cave was discovered In 1868,
and was often visited by ploneers on
thelr way to Callfornla, who obtalned
their webs for use In the place of
thread. Early and late the cave re-
sounds with a buzzing sound emitted
by the splders as they weave their

and found to be composed of silk nf.

the finest quality. The sking of the
splders make good gloves, as they are
pliable and require no tanning,

“A number were captured and
tamed, and manlfested great afec-
tlon for wll members of the family,
They were far superior o a4 eat for
exterminating rats and mice, follow-
ing their prey into the holes In the
walls and collings. One splder, kaept
uk m pet by a Boenn Vista lady, used
to stay all night at the head of her
Led, acting as gentinel.”

Paking Powdor Hiaoult.

Measure a quart of sifted flour into
a mixing bowl, add to this four level
teaspoonfuls of buking powder and a
teaspoonful of salt.” Sift again: add to
flour two tablespoonful of butter, and
rub in  thoroughly with a spoon  or
flexible knife; do not use the hands.
Moisten the flonr with enough milk to
mike o soft dough, Do not handle
much, but roll the dough out about an
Inch thick; eut Into small round bis-
cuits, placed In  greased bisenit {ins
and bake In a quick oven for fifteen ar
twenty minutes,

English Champlon Tea Drinkers,
The British people consume nearly

six pounds of tea per hewd of the
population, or an increase of one
pound per capitn  in slxteen yours.

There I8 no other country which, in
any way, appronches this, Holland s
the only country In Burope whers the
consumption of tea excesds one ponnd
per head. In Ruszia and in the United
Stater, which are the other two lurgae

wohs, The welbs wera tested In ‘T

tea  consumers,  the  consumption
amounts to under oune pound per
head,

A monument to the memory of Jen-
nle Wade, the brave Pennsylvania
girl who was killed at the battla of |
Gettysburg, July 3, 1863, wlill soon he
fledicated, the fund for the same hav-

GETTYSBURG’S HEROINE.

[ In wood to heat the brick ovan to bhake
bread for the soldiers, wearle o with
| the two days of Titanie slrugglos. Very
8oon there was a call at the door for
| sSomething to eat, and she turned to hop

ing been ralsed by the Woman's Re- | mother, saying:
Hef Corps of lowa. Jennle Wade was 4l | MII make Illn Wits If you prepure
one of the herolnes of the clvil war, | fire in the stove,"” and turned

as well known in her hbumble way and |
us loved as Barbara Frietcile. She it
was who was killed by a stray minle
ball of the Confederates while making
bread for the Unlon soldlers, right in
the stormiest and most dangerous part
of the three days’ battleground.
Jennle Wade was then only a young
irl, but her sacrifiee will always be
remembered and perpetualed in the
higstory of that sublime struggle. The
first day of the battle ghe drew anid
carried water from the windlass well,
wnd fAlled the eanteens of the Unlon
soldiers, amld the shrieking of shells
and the awful din of the battle, BShe
never swerved from her willing task

by glving the cup of cold water to those |

briave men,
Farly, even bhefore It
the third day,

was light
she was astir, getting |

on |

o go
abhout her new work with a will, but

before she had done Uyis a ball from an
enemy s gun crashed through the |lunr
and killed the brave Bitl in her gintoy'
home, on the morning of July 3, '-slm
was burled the evenlug of duly 4 ny
soldler hands, in a ontfin prepared for o
Confederate colonel who had fallen in
that battle

Long Lighimning Roud,
The largest Hightning
the world Is In Bavaria
it I8 wome yurds above the metsoro
logieal statlon on the Zugepitze, the
highest point of land in the German
cmplre, It runs down the side of the
mountain to a body of running water,
The length of the rod Is three and a
half miles

coanduactor in
The top of

BOY TDOK 10, 000 VOLTS,

Resnseitatod and In » l"hlv Way ta Gied
Welk

Walter Budds, 9 yenrs old, had a enr-
rent from an electrle cable earrying
10,000 volts of electricity pass throngh
hig body recently, That he was not
killed is considered miraculous, but the
physiclans at the Martford hospital,
where the boy is now suffering from
the effects of the shock say that he will
recover, gays the Hartford Courant.
Young Budds started out with Johnole
Farrell and Willle Cosgrove, young
chums of his, to see tho circus parade
They went to Main strest near the
ftunnel and after walting for some
time without the parade’'s coming In
Aight, they got uneasy. On Albany ave-
nue, just above the Maln street june-
tlon, the Hartford Electrle Light com-
pany has a terminal tub through
which the cables that bring the elecirie
current In from the Farmington river
pasis Into the underground system of
the company. One of the boys sug-
geated that they elimb upon the roof
of the terminal tub to see if the parnds
was coming down Albany avenne.
Thoy made a run for the tub. A lmd-
dear stood In the rear of the tub, and
the tub Is bullt several feet above tha
surface of the ground. Young Budds
was in advance of the others, He wan
the first to mount the ladder and as
ho climbed up the rounds he turned to
the other boys and sald that he could
get to the top first. The paradé waa
not In sight and that ho might have
a better view of the surroundings he
reached from the top of the tub (o
one of the cables with the heavy volt-
age for the purpose of pulling himacif
onto the pole which carried the cables
down through the tub, In taking hold
of the cable he instantly connected
himself with the electric current. lila
feet were jerked from beneath bim,
his body became rigld and blue Names
shot out from the oables underneath
the boy's hands. What appeared to
the big erowd to have been a dead
boy was brought back to life, and then
the little fellow was taken to the Hart-
ford hospital In an unconscious condi-
tlon, He was very weak on being re-
celved at the institution, but during
the afterncon he galned more strongih
and had a long sleep, Hoth his hands
were badly burned and the ndex fin-
ger of his lert llaml was burned off,

TO FOIL CHECK RAISER.

New Noheme for Fraventing Any Aller-
atlons ln CUheoks.

Mora than 20000000000 of checks
are used annually In the United States,
and of this amount something like 1%,-
000 are “ralsed,’” the loss falling on the
drawer, for the drawer of a check Is
chargeable with the nmount paid on it,
provided his signnture is genuine, no
matter for what amount he has pre-
viously filled It in. Many devices have
been planned for folling the oheck-
ralser, but the security check is the
most perfect protection the ingenuoity
of man has yet unfolded. The cheok
han been briefly described as follows:
“On the left of the check 12 printed tha
safe-guarding schedule. The words di-
recting the payment of money are
qualifled by the following printed into
the hody of the paper: ‘Provided
amount doos not exceed that expressod
In words and figures at end of schod-
ule.! After the drawer has written in
the amount of money to be pald he ad-
Justs a small paper cutter to that ling
of the upper half of the scheduls
which bounds the maximum amount to
bo pald in dollars, tens, hundreds, or
thousands, and tears off the eheck
down as far as the small ring in the
center of the gchedule. Then he ro-
volves his ruler, adjusting It to that
line of the lower half of the schedule
which bounds the number of dollars,
tens of dollars, hundreds or thousands,
to be paid, and then compleles tearing
the chock from the stub along that
line. This loaves In the hands of the
drawer the check absolutely safe-
guarded from alteration, for the left
hand margin expresses In words and
figures the amount not sxceeding
which It hag heen drawn,"

The device Is used by scores of hanks
and by hundreds of prominent firms,
although it has been before the public
but & short time, It I8 used not ounly
on  cheeks but aleo notes, recoipts,
drafts, bills of lading, and other pn-
pers, and lg sulted for use of momy
arders and tlekets, i

FPortugal's FPleihora of Monoy.

Portugal ia nnl‘l’nr\ng from a plethora
of money just now, Not gold, of
course; nor sllver; but copper, Ho vast
is the supply ul this iInferlor mutal
that ordinary people are exceedingly
chiary of changing such few gold colns
an they may come nlo poasession of,
The copper colnage s big and combaor-
gome, wnd It e alse depreciated. po
that, In order to avold being burdened
with it, It has become the custom, in
the larger cities at all evenols, 1o use
gtreot car tlekets as currency. In the
provinces postage sthmps are made Lo
gorve & similar purpoge, Meanwhile
the government at Lishon goes on se-
ronely minting the obnoxious coins-
which nobody will use—at the rate of
some B tons a nmmh.

Amerioa's Ulyde the Delawarae,

The Delaware lu the rviver of great
ocean shipbullding  In the Upited
dtates, From Philadelphia o Wil
minglton there are seven pgreat con-
corns and several smaller ones, With-
in the past few months these yardw
have had under construction more thap
pevenly vessels, representing a ton.
nage of over two hundred thousand
and a combined cost of something like
$30,000,000. The Cramps had conmid-
erably more than one-half of this, bt
there were enough millions left to keep
the other concerns busy and prosper-
oys.—Balyrday Bvening Puost
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