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A QUARRY OF VERDE.

ON ISLAND OF CATALINA, OFF
CALIFORNIA.

Waa Used by the Indinns—Made House
hold Utenslis from 1t and Bartersd
Them for Game and Skins — Sawing
Plant Esiablished,

(Special Letter,)

The question whether we are ad-
vancing in the mechanieal arts and
Ereat schemes of engineering ls often
suggesied when we are confronted
with the work of the anclents, The
pyraznlds are the most stupendous
works of man ever contemplated, and
there appears to be nothing new under
the sun. Interest in Irrigation in the
southwest dawned within the last
twenty years yet In Arlzona and New
Mexlco there are traces of a civilza-
tlon so old that the mind falters in
following It back. We see beds of
Etreams cut through miles of country,
even mountaln ranges, and a maze of
Irrigation streams crossing and re-
crossing the land, made unknown ages
In the past years, so perfect from an
engineering standpoint that the ex-

perts of today are emptying them of
the sand and debris of centuries and
using them as the arteriea that shall
bring new life to this fertlle part

of

quartz knives to work with, Wiih
thege rude Implemenis they oarved
out an object the shape of a cannon
ball and as large as a football, Grad.
ually this was pleked away until final
ly It hung by a narrow stem, which
was broken off. The Inside was then
plowly dug out with the game rude
tools and In time the olla acquired the
smouth and often artistic form so
famillar in all the museum collections.
The common shape 18 round, but fine
mortar shapes thres feet in helght wors
not unusual,

The writer some weeka ago weont
over this old manufactory very care-
fully and found It most interestine.
Here waps an aboriginal manufactury
~an outdoor workahop—in (he im-
mediate vicinity of which were found
verde antlgue implements in varlous
stages from the olla just outlined to
the one that had bheen broken off, leav-
Ing the gears In the rock. In a word,
the complete evolution of the olla
could be traced here, especinlly at the
head of Cottonwood cvanyon, back of
Pott's valley, where verde aitique
crops out in ledges In every direction.
On many of thesge can be seen the work
of the native carvers, while beneath
are the plles and heaps of chips as
they were left centurles ago.

The early Spanish mnavigators, Ca-
brillo and Viscaino, who discovered
the Island 300 years ago, described the
fine canoes of the natives, These,
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what was the old Ameriean desert,
Everywhere we follow in the steps of
the ancients, and on the island of
Santa Catalina there s an lnteresting
Hlustration of this,

When the whites first visited soulh-
ern Callfornia they foand in uge among
all the malnland Indians rvichly shaped
ollas or mortars of steatite or serpen-
tine, while scores of artleles were
formed of finer grades of the same,
which experts have pronounced verde
antigue. In almost every grave ollas
jwere found, and hundreds huad been
handed down and were in the posses-
glon of the Mexican descendants,
of the Indians. There were flat
stones, perforated to hang on pegs,
quaint ornaments, sculpturings of
variong animals and tally stones with
lines cut in them. One found by the
writer at Santa Cruz island on the
breast of a skeleton bore filty or more
straight muarks-—-which might have
been the man's age—und were all that
conld be made out.

Verde antique was valuable, and a
search was made for the polnt of sup-
ply. Finally Prof. Schiumacher of the
Smithsonlan discovered it on Santa
Catalina island, which lles off south-
ern Callfornla, in a locallty named
Pott's valley, about fifteen miles from
the little town of Avalon.

Prof. Schumacher found on this
{gland a perfect treasure house and car-
ried to the national museum hundreds
of objects representing the anclent Cal-
ifornia islanders, All the Islands of

this group were inhabited by a hardy

ROUND SCARS INDICATE PLACES
EN BY

NN NSNS

race that had camps In every canyon
where there was water, and Santa
Cataling abounds In kitchen middens
and places where t(hese people lived.
That they were n commercial race Is
shown by the ollas made by them, and
they were the merchants who supplied
the races of southern Callfornls with
thelr pots and mortars or oilas,

Prof. Schumacher's attention wan at-
tracted at Pout's valley by the remuark-
able rock where the scars of ollus that
have been broken off by the islanders
are plainly seen. The rock Is a lofty
mass of steatite that ylses In the cen-
ter of Poit's valley, now called Em-
pire Landing. It 18 a landmark from
a long distance at sea and I8 over-
grown with cactus &nd varlon: kinds
of vegetation; indeed, the cactus hides
a large portion of It—an almost Im-
prognable chevaux de frise. The scars
are circular and are the marks whera
the round ollas were broken off. The
method of work was very primitive,
the natives baving cmnly slate " and

laden with ollas, ecrossed the Santa
Catalina channel, and the natlves ox-
changed them for game and skinsg not
found here, The present owners of
the Ieland, recogniziog the value of
the stone for commercial purposes,
have followed out the mute suggestion
of the anclents by establishing at Em-
pire Landing a sawing plant, opening
up a valuable quarry and one that Is
unique, It is belleved, having no pro-
totype at least in this country, The
verde antique resembles soapstone in
the crude rock and would easily es-
cape observation.

It is of different degrees of hardness,
and while so soft that it can be read-
lly worked, It has great tensile
strength, ita chief value being In the
remarkable manner in which it can
be worked, Almost every possible ob-
Jeet can be made from it from a boat
to o screw, A great value lies In ita
imitation when pollshed of the darker
grades of marble; and owing to ita
cheapness and durabifity it Is in de
mand among architects for mantels,
lining, electrical slabs and whore 4
perfectly polished surface I8 required
with the strength of marble. The new
city hall of Los Angeleg and many of
the fine bulldings in that elty and San
Francisco are fnished in it, the stone
taking a rich pollsh, abounding In
greens and yellows, grays and bluck.

A vislt to this quarry & most in-
teresting. Here, 800 or 900 feet above
the sea, i8 an elaborate plant and &
cerles of saws that ave capable of cut-
ting out hundreds of leet of verde an-

FROM WHICH OLLAS WERE BROK-
THE INDIANS.

tique a week. The rock 18 first bored
into with a steam rock drill, & modern
Improvement on the fint chips of the
anclent owners of the soll. A geries
of borings make It an easy matler to
break off the slab, which Is then low
ered by a huge crane PO a4 car, tun
der the saws and blocked for cutting
The saw s a gang saw with a blunt
surface and, worked by n steam on-
gine, moves back and forth on the
edge of the stone, not touching It but
cuttlng by the grinding Into It of a
mass of steel shot, which are really
the teeth of the saw. The papldity
with which this Is accomplished s
marvelous and large glabs are cut with
case,
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Death-Dealing Instruments.
Boapless Bam- I see dey's been an-
udder drownded in a bathtub, Petey.
Perambulating Pete—Yep: say, dem
t'ings s as dangerous as trolleys.—
Philadelphia North American

FIGHT THE FIRE.

SEARCHLIGHT ON FIRE ENQINE
IN NEW YORK CITY.

To Ald the Firemon in Lighting Up
Dark Vineces o Tall Duldings That Are
Afire—1t Is & Sucorss—Are Sell Neg-
unlating.

(New York Letter.)

Fire Chief Croker expresses himselt
as boeing greatly pleased with  the
searchlight of the La France engine,
an exhibition test of which was given
the other night in New York, Many
other officials of the fire department
who were pregent also spoke highly of
the searchlight. Superintendent Louls
Divien of the La France company
worked the searchilghts, There were
two of them attached to the engine,
Each of them wus about elghtesn
incher in diameter. They wore de-
tuchable and were worked both on and
off the engine. A small insulated wire
cable was fastened to each light. In
front of the engine house stands a
twelvesstory bullding, and one of the
searchlights was turned uwpon its up-
per storfes. The Hght {(Humined a clr-
citlar space about thirty feet in di-
ameter. The lHght shot far above the
bullding, showing that it can easily be
sent to the top of any skyscrapor in the
city. When thrown horizsoutully up
Meorcer street the soarchlight (Humined
the fronts of bulldings a half-dozen
blocks snway. The light penetrated the
smoke from the engine easily. Of
couree, this smoke was not so dense
as that which will be encountersd at
muany fires. The new engine hes a
frame and vunuing gear much |lke
those of the ordinary fire engloe, The
boller Is 0 combination of nest tubes
und ennke flues. On the frames In
front of the boller 1g mounted o Forbes
engine, Heght and compact,  Mrectly
connected to the engine Is o marine
type multipolar generator, supplying
sixty-five amperes of current at a
pressure of elghty valte. ‘This gener-
ator Is entirely Inclosed, mauking it im-
possible for raln or flie strenms to
reach the armature, On ench slde of
the driver's seat I8 placed an 18-Inch
projector, and the seat folds over sn
that the projectors cun swing through
a clrele, They can algn be placed at
any vertleal angle, The projectors are
supplied with defiecting glass fronts,
making it possible to cover a large
area with the light at short range, or
by using the plaln glass fronts, also
supplied, the light may be thrown out

distance.

in parallel rays to a great
The lamps are sclf-régulating, con-
sume thirty-five amperes of current
each, and each glves an are of 6,000
tandle power. Hetween the projecting
bases and under the driver's seat, In o
nickel-plated brass box, are two wire
rheostats for regulating the currents
in the lamps. Each lamp Is supplied
with an ampere meter,
i8 nlso supplied with a fireproof Field
rhieostat and a volt meter,

WISHED HIMSELF PUOOR.

The Margquls of Winchester
Flaln Jobn Smiih.

The marquls of Winchester, whose
name flgures In the lst of Transvaal
vietims, was exceedingly popular with
kis soldlers, writes a4 London corre-
spondent. There was one duly, how-
ever, in connection with the House-
hold grigade which he positively de-
tested, and many storles are told of
the marquis’ stubborn protests against
golng on bank guard. The staff quar-
ters assigned the offieers in Thread-
needle street were close and stuffy, and
the marguls Invariably left them with
a violent headache, Once when golng
off duty he sald to the sergeant: “This
Job slways makes me wish such a com-
modity as flthy lucre had never heen
invented. Then there would be no
bunk guard.” “But my dear lord,"
came the reply, “you wouldn't have
had an Income of 80 many thousand a
year. That might not have been very
pleasant, either.”

“Oh, sergeant,” rejoined the mar-
quis, with a smile, “It Is not the first
time in my llfe that I have wished 1
had been born plain John 8mith, with-
out u slxpence in my pocket unless |
had earned It."

FEovied

Blmpson's Socks of Bilk,

When the clever Kansas congress-
mun, Jerry Bimpson, made his first ap-
pearance In the house there wis much
curlosity as to his appesrance, for he
had been hevalded throughout the
country as "Bookless Jerry.," ' A New
York member on belng introduced to
the Kansan, asudaciously stooped and
drew up the leg of his trousers. He
paw Dbluck #llk socks with a  drop
atiteh,  “"Well, 'l be hanged!” ex-
c¢laimed the New York man, "how the
world Is given to lying."”

An lInjudicious
Nell—Mad at him!
a lovely poem to her. Belle—Yes, but
she pever read It. When she saw the
title of it she tore the whole thing up
in a it of anger. You see he calied It

lidpes on Mabel's Face.

roet,
Why, he wrote

The dynamo |

JUL'A MORRISON JAMES.

Julla Morrison James {8 for the pres-
ent probably one of the best advertired
actresses In the country, owing to her
aequittal at Chattanooga, Tenn., on the
charge of murder. She shot and killed
Frank Lelden, a member of the com-
pany. The shooting took place on the
stage befors a large audience, and pro-
duced a great sensation. As developed
/t the trial, Mre. James seems to have
been made desperate by the Insults and
advances of Lelden, and while her feel-
ings were thue worked upon she didthe
killing. The jury took the view of her
counsel, that at the time of the shoot-
Ing Mrs. Jamea was sufferlng from
emotional Insanity. The verdlet glves
general satisfaction. Julla Morrison
James fs well knowp In the theatrical
world, and her friends and acquain.
tances In and near New York elty al)
testify to her former good character
and her plensant and agreeable dispo.
sitlon. During her cross-examination
she stated that she had no money with
which to hire lawyers, but that her hua.
band had money. Her husband has

accompanied her on her professional
tours since their marriage, and was in
the oty of Chattanoogna &t the time of
shooting,

the Mra. James concealed

/
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T JULIA MORRISON JAMES,
Lelden's actlons from her husband as
far ns possible, lest he might kill her
annoyer, but the evidenco seems to
show that the two men wero enemles,

WANTS A DECENT BURIAL.

of ithe Groat Anxietier wof the
Menid of & Uhlnene Household,

A sympnathetie foreigner, recen*ly
writing to an Ameriean newspaper,
bewalled the heartlessness of Chinese
sons and daughters who in the parent’s
Hfetime prepare his coffin and shroud
and openly talk with him ol bis Jde
mige, The facts do not justify the
sympathy, for there can be no truer
evidence of flllal plety In China than
for a child to present to his parent a
burial outft. Let the hepd of the
family be assured by the lndisputable
evidence of the cofin In the house that
a respectable burial will be his, and
one of the greatest anxleties of hia lire
1&g reileved The coffin s proudly dis:
played to each guest, the lat'er never
falling to add hile testimony to the
fillal p'ety of the younger generation.,
The force of the Irish bull that "hopes
you may llve to eat the hen that
scrivtehes on your grave" Is quite lost
'n China. 1t I8 gingular to note w:ith
what eertainty n Chinaman wno ig nld
or Il wiill prepars for his demyse  1're
monitions of coming fate seen to enter
into his soul. and he sends word to his
relutives and friends that he is about
to die—~what day can they come to hin
funeral? If he has not been forehand-
ed enough to secure his burlal outnt
there 18 n great commotion among the
households till money Is collected for
the coffiln and also for feasting and
musle, for a funeral I8 a great social
event,

Oune

A MATHEMATICAL PRODIOQY.

Arthur Grifiith, the mathematical
prodigy of Kosclusko county, Iad., who

i,

ARTHUR GRIFFITH,
astounded the members of the Amerl-
can Paychologieal associution at Yale
recently with his lncredible miracles
of calculation, Is only 19 years old, He
was ralsed ‘on an Indiana farm, and his
first manifestations of Intelllgence were
in the way of notation. By the
time he could talk young Grif-
fith could count up to 1,600, He
counted  the “buzees™ of u planing
will saw up to 6,673 In one day, and
the gralng of corn he fed to the chick-
ens up to 42,178, The lad did not go
to school untll he was 10 years old,
and then he looked at all bhis studies
with a mathemuatical eye, Geography
he eeduced to & matter of miles and
feet, und history to questions of days,
hours and minutes, His remarkable
faculty for numbers attructed the at-
tention of Profs. Lindley and Bryan of
the Indlana State university, and |t
was through these gentlemen that he
was Introduced to the Amerlcan pey-
vhologists at Yale.

There is Do man whose heart 1a so
hard but the love of God can break It

FIGHT TO THE DEATH

DESPERATE BATTLE DETWEEN
TWO HUGE GORILLAS

In the Heart of Afrien for (he DPose
sesslon of A Mate — The Thrillieg
Seens  Deseribed by  an
Travoles,

Americnn

(Specinl Letter.)

An American traveler, Capt, Jack
HBenton, who has spent some time In
Afriea collecting animals for menag-
erlos, once withessed n fight between
two gorlllas In the wilds of upper
Guinea that for ferocity has seldom
heen equaled, One day while out In
the woods he came (o a clearing, on the
edge of which he saw a big male goril-
Ia. On the other side of the open space
wag a female, and the former was ovi-
dently making court to her. The male
gorllia, trylng to attract the attention
of the female by uncouth motions, was
beginning to advance clumslly towards
her, when suddenly a dull “boom,
boom" sounded from far away in the
forest. Up to that Instant the male
porilla, while savage looking, had glv-
en no #lgn of being angry, but now all
was changed. His huge jaws shut to-
gether with a snap. Then through the
silence which had fallen on the jungle
when the first sudden challenge was
heard came a sharp bark, followed by
a deep humming sound. It was the
terrible battle call of a full-grown go-
rilla, the ery sent out when he 13 about
to fight to the death for a mate. Sud-
denly there was a little flurry at the
left end of the clearing, and the chal-
lenger broke through the bushes Into
plain sight. He was worthy to do bat-
tle with the fArst glant. [ conld see
he was a veteran, with the scars of
many battles on him His big lips
were rolled up In a grim snarl, show.
ing broken teeth and great gaps, the
regult of former battles, Both goril-

Jaws of the old gorllla tearing oot
floeh and sinews as they were thoved
away, but not un-gripped. Then the
old fighter's right arm slowly and re-
luctantly uncoiled from the other's
neck, The younger gorilln had broken
the death grip. Both big fighters were
momentarily free and stepped back to
regain breath and sepalr Injuries. Al-
though wounded, It was the younger
gorilla that made the attack., This
time he did not waste any efforts on
blows with his huge paws. When
they had approached almost within
striking distance the younger of the
fighters made a rush, He recelved a
blow on the head that would have
crushed a man’s akull, It scarcely
staggered him. Then both his long
arms wrapped themselves about his
opponent's neck, and, holding his an-
tagonlist tightly clasped, he began bit-
Ing with flerco energy, not a steady
grip-biting bite, but furious, tearing
gnashings, which vipped skin and flesh
from face and shoulders and chest. The
older gorilln was taken by surprise at
this sudden rush and change of tactics
by his opponent. But though at a dis-
advantage, he was too old a fighter to
be ecasily dismayed. First, he secured
a grip on his opponent’'s throat, and
straining every muscle, trled to tear
himself freo from the infurlated grasp
of the younger beast. He might as
niapily  broken a steel cable am the
sirangling hold aof his enraged oppo-
nent. Then the older fighter relaxed
his grip on the other's throat,and plac-
ing both his human-<like paws on the
younger's face, tried to foree his head
back, This brought out a terrible trial
of strength. If the old gorilla conld
force the other's head back, he would
be free and might perhaps break his
enemy's neck, Kach of the huge fight-
ers seemed to show this and put forth
all of their glant strength. Back,
shoulders, arms and neck wers called
Into play, the heavy muscles rippling
up and gathering Into blg knots,

For what was probably half a min-

A FIGHT TO THE DEATH.

las ware taller than the average man
as they stood on theilr hind feet for
battle, but thelr enormous breadth of
chest and shoulders made them look
Iike sqguatting, halry glunts. Nelther
of the big animals wasted time in pre-
liminaries; they had worked them-
gelves up Into such an Inganity of rage
that only kllling would satlsfy. Bach
advanced on his hind legs untll with-
in six feet of the other. Then the
younger gorilla began to fight. Step-
plung forward with marvelous qulck-
ness for such an ungainly anlmal, he
struck a flall-like blow with his huge
paws, Had the blow gone home, no
mere flosh and blood, not even the big-
boned fraome of his antagonisat, could
have withstood It. But the old gorilla
had been In too many death grapples
to be caught so early In the fight. Kven
as the blg arm swung around he sprung
forward, coming In close so as to miss
the full force of the swing. The next
Instant he had swung his own arm
around the younger gorilla's neck, en-
cireling It with four feet of steel mus-
cles and holding hig enemy’'s head stifr
upright, go that he could not bring the
terrible teeth Into play., 7Then the old
gorilla opened his heavy Jaws, and got-
ting a firm grip on the right ahoulder
of the younger gorilla, held on llke a
bull dog, teaching his way through the
knotted muscle and ginews and shoul-
der blade of his opponent. At the same
time the left arm of the old Nghter
wrapped itaelf about the younger goril-
la in a rib-breaking grip. It was only
for an instant, however, that things
looked w0 desperate for the younger
fighter. The Arst gorilla's splendid
fighting abllity and tremendous
strenglh showed themselves. Whirling
up his left arm he fastened his long
fingers shout hils antagonlst's throat
and tried to break hils grip and shove
hin hend back. At first the only effect
of this was to make the old fellow
tighten his grip on the other's shoul-
der. Then the younger gorilin put
forth all his strength. I conld see the
muscles of his arms, shoulders and
back gather themselves Into blg knots
and bunch up, a8 If they would break
through the skin. The murderous
deep-set eyes started forward until
they wera level with the cheek bones.
A Jast desperate effort, and the big
head went back, the tightyy closed

ute, but seemed an hour, the two semi«
human shapes wtood there putting
forth every energy. At last the young-
er fighter's face was within two Inches
of his opponent's head. The younger
gorllla made a supreme offort, twisted
his head auddenly and before hls op-
ponent could dodge had fastoned hia’
teeth In a death grip on the Lhroat of
the veteran Aghter. 'The veteran was
borne backward, earrying his foe down
with him. Unlesa he could loosen the
grip on his throat he was doomed, an

tho old fighter knew it. Over and over
on the ground the two huge apes rolled,
fighting desperately, but without sound
save for the shrill hissing of theln
breath as It was forced from theld
heaving chests. The veteran of many a
hard-fought Jungle battle knew his
own end had come. Up to this timd
the battle had been fought in sllence;
but as the old gorfila gave up the con-
test and felt the teeth of his antago-
nist ginking deeper and deeper into his
thront, the pain was greater than he
could bear, He broke into & walling
ery that echoed through the jungles,
Agialn and agaln the ory rose up and
then finally died out, The flerce, har®
fighting, hard biting younger gorills
had been working his way through his
untagonist's throat and had at last
bitten through the wind pipe, Tha
great fight was over, and the veleram
of many slmllar contests had met the
fute ho had meted out to olthers. Thd
last gllmpse | had of the conqueron
wis an, with the glare of battle stil} i
his eyes and covered from head to foot'
with his own bood and that of his en-
emy, he marched off in triumph toward
her for whom he had fought so des-
perately and so well,

Crime o New York Is Decreasing.

A remarkable fact to which attention
i called in the repoart of the State
Prison commission I8 that the number
of the Inmates in prisons of New York
gtate, has fallen In four years from
12,661 to 10,360, or over 1§ per cent.
There would seem some ground, there-
fore, for the gratifying assumption
that erime I8 diminiahing.

In the number of locomotives gho
United Btates comes first with a total
of 86,746, Great Britaln comes nent
with 18,602




