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SOUNDEST OF HEALTH

UNKEQUALED SHOWINO OoF
FROSPEROUS CONDITIONS.

Record of Wusiness Fallarea for 16090
Aiven the Smallest Average of De
funited Liabilitiss Ever Known la the
Enited Sintes

im epite of the casualties among
fisancial concerns in the closing days
of the old year, produced by purely
#ixculative causes, the fact remaline,
artording to Dun's Review, that the
fatlures of 1890, Lhe great year of Ding-
Ing tarlff prosperity, were in amount
sidaller than in any other year of the
p¥st twenty-five, excepting 1880 and
1881, while the average of labllities—
$77.50 per firm—was smaller than in
any previous year; and, most impor-
tant test of all, the ratio of defaults to
go'vent payments through clearing
hn'ases, 97 cents per $1,000, is not only
th? smallest ever known In any year,
b#4 smaller than in any quarter save
oo, the third of 1881. The fallures
for "$100,000 or more In the past six
yorrs have ranged between $31,522,185
in Y890 and $98,503,032 in 1806, the de-
ortree being more than two-thirds, but
the small fallures ranged betwean
$52.356,700 In 1899 and $127,502,902 In
8, the decrease being more than ona-
Ralf.

But from the nest of failures result-
ing from the speculative collapse In
Boston In the latter part of December,
tiae aggregate for the year would have
been about $21,000,000 less than It was.
As the record stands, however, and la-
cluding the failures Incident to over-
gpeculntion in New England and the
brief but severe panic In Wall street,
the fallures in 1899 are the smallest
ever reported since 1881, with the low-
est average of commerclal llabilitles
ever reported, and with greater evi-
dence of commerclal soundness and in-
dustrial prosperity than has ever be-
fore appeared in an annual statement,
Not only have failures been smalier in
the aggregate than In 1898 or previous
years, but they have been smaller in
every section of the country. Such uni-
formity of lmprovement throughout
the country Is extremely rare, and
would scarcely be possible unless busl-
ness of all sections wias exceptionally
sound and prosperous,

The Massachusetts manufacturing
defaults, In spite of the influenca of
the late December banking collapses,
were the smallest In any year, as were
those of the other New England states,
New York and the middle and central
states. The New England disaster
ewelled trading defaults by $3,920,000
in five previdioa failures, besldes two
banks, with Habllities of about $13,-
600,000, and two brokerage firms for
$250,000. In New York the manufuc-
turing failures were only about n quar-
ter of those In two years of the pre-
vious five, and not half those of two
other years, while the tradlng fallures
were also much less than half those
of four previous years, but In broker-

age the liabilities were nearly as large |

48 in two other years, and In banking
larger than in any previous year.

But in other middle states manulfas-
turing and trading liabllitles presented
the same bright contrast, while In both
other lines the fallures would have
been almost nothing but for that of a
single large stock concern at Phila-
delphin wrecked by erime, and In no
way caused by business conditlons. The
central states also showed trading de-
faults from $3,000000 to §11,000,000
smaller than In any previous year,
though some brokerage and promoting
failures at Chicago swelled the “other
commercial'" defaults above the returns
of previgua years except one.

The average of defaulted liabllities
per firm Is a test which serves better
than most to show how the defaults
compare with the extension of busi-
neas, but this year that average Is for
the first time less than $80,the lowest in
any previous year, having been §003.63
in 1880, A much baetter test {8 the ra-
i'o of defaults to actual payments in
solvent business through the clearing
houses, Here the ratio for 1800 is lesa
than $1 per 1,000, namekly., only 97
cents, the lowest by more than a fifth
ever reported In any year, and the low-
est aver reported until this year in any
guarter, save the third quarter of 1881,

The fallures for $100,000 or more
were only 34.7 per cent of the aggregate
lagt year, 389 per cent In 1898, and
36 per cent In 1807, but 43.8 per cent

in the bad year, 1806, and 42.2 per cent |

in 1805, and 08.3 per cent in 1804,

The |

amount of such fallures, and of the re- |

malnder for lesa than $100000 each,
are here shown for elx years, and de
gerve capecinl attention:

Large Bmall

Tatal. I'olinres Fuollures

1500 3 WLETHSEN 1538056 8 B304, T
INGN . L k) T TR T
10 7 P | ATrd U TR R LU b TS
AR T e ias o, s 8 DR RO UE2 18700 008
1500 .... L IT G 080 SR 6600 106,050, 661
1584 1T b b Gel 248,200 106, T4, 0618
1t will be scen that for four years
there was comparatively lttle change
in the small failures, hut the decline of

about a ffth In 1888, and the further
decline of about a quarter in 1899, are
highly significant.

1t {5 In such facts and figures as
these that we find the truth regarding
the phenomenal Improvement in busi-
pess conditions that followed stralght
upon the election of Willlam McKinley
and the restoration of the American
policy of preserving the home market
to the domestie producer,

Everyhody Bhould He Satisiied.

End of the year reports confirm those
made earlier, and show that the woolen
business, which was In  desperate
stralts during Cleveland's free-trade
adminlstration, and which showed only
loss to those engaged in it, has quite
redeemed Itself under the more favor.
able conditions produced by the Ding-
ley tar!ff law. Business has been grat-

ifyingly emctllve, csales enormous, and,
“for the first time In the history of the
trade,” suys a dispatch from Boston,
“wool has been exported, and In large
quantities, too," The woolen manu-
facturera have profited, but the wage
earners have not beca forgotten, The
American Woolen company, which con-
trols the production of worsteds, has
advanced the wages of Its operatives
10 per cent, to take effect Jan. 1. And
with all this the people In general have
more and better clothes than they had
before the present tariff law was en-
acted. There doesn’t seem to be any
reason why everybody should not he
satlsfied with the state of things—the
consumer, as well as the producer,
Everybody |s satlsfied, in fact, so far
as appears, except those who must have
all thelr clothes from “Lunnon.”

PROTECTION'S TRIUMPH.

Hlustented In the Esxperlence of the

United States and Germany,

George Alfred Townsend, the well-
known newspaper correspondent, In
his last weekly letter in the Boston
(ilobe, quotes a scholar In New York
who has been a great traveler, as say-
ing: *I regard the doctrine of free
trude carrled to a pernicious height ns
n main cause for the decline of KEng-
land, At present Germany stands
clearly out as the foremost power In
Europe, with England a bad second.
And Germany, which Is a very sclen-
tifle natlon, deliberately selected pro-
tection Instead of free trade as the
principle of her minufactures and ex-
ports, She stimulated both her agri-
culture and trade by putting an export
bounty upon beet sugar., Bhe bulit up
her metal factorles, like Krupp's, by
a collusion with the state,'

The scholar quoted ls evidently a
keen observer, For some years Eng-
land bhas been losing ground, The
United States and Germany, the two
great protectionist nations, have been
underselling her in the markets of the
world, both in agrlcultural products
and In manufactured articles. By ex-
tending to thelr manufacturers the
protection of the home market, the
protective countries have given them
a solld foundation upon which to build,
and have attracted capital and skill
into manufacturing enterprises to such
an extent that German and American
products excel In gquality as well as
undersell in price., The English manu-
facturers can no longer play thelr old
game of rushing In goods and selling
them below cost until the home mant-
facturer Is ruined, for the tarift pro-
tects him and still gives him the home
market if his foreign market Is cut off,
Thus the British manufacturer who at-
tempts to play 4is game finds himself
riined before his German or American
competitor ls.

There Is no doubt that England, it
she is going to retain her place as tho
world's workshop, or even as one of
the world's great workshops, will be
compelled, sooner or later, to give her
manufacturers some protection by
adopting the protective principle, Great
Britain can no longer force her manu-
factures Into foreign ports through the
bulldozing tactics of her navy, for the
United States and Germany are coming
to the front as naval powers, and will
demand, and will be able to enforce,
equal trade privileges at all ports.

For many years England flourighed
under free-trade policy because of her
unapproachable navy. But her domi-
pnance as a sea power Is near its end.
Times have changed, and England will
have to change her Industrial poliey
to meet changed conditions.—Minne-
apolis Tribune,

THE IDLE HAND OF 18956 AND

THE BUSY HAND OF 1889,

It Makes n Differonce.

“The prophets have again gone
wrong. This time t is those knowledge-
ous gentlemen who predicted that
another bond lssue would be necessary
before 1900, and who now see the gov-
ernment redeeming Instead of lssuing
bonds."—Loulsville Courler-Journal.

Yes: It geems to make some differ-
ence whether the country is golng Vo
ruin under o [ree-trade, bond-lgaulvg
administration, or 1s enjoying a hithes-
to unheard-of prosperity under a pro-

tectionist, surplus-accumulating ad-
minlstration Donbtlegs this Is the
iden which Mr, Wutterson Intended to
convey.

Vosaibilithes of Flux,

The Nax Industry In this countrsr I8

one whicli the free-traders have loen
disposed o reat as of small conse
| quence, but it will not be a long time

before we shiall ralse all our own flax
and mannfacture nll It produets, ) iar-
ing the past yeur North Dakota fsrm-
ers hove ralsed flax to the valug of
about $10,000,000;: and u large mill has
been erected at ¥Fargo for the rerue-
tion of flax straw before shipmen? to
Nlagara Falls for manufacture into
manila paper, A flax mill, with a capl-
tal of $250,000, I8 projected at Tavntor,
—The Protectionist.

No Cause for Tears.
Increased wages for the opiratives

A QREAT CENTURY.

Tremendous Outpat of Manufactaring
and Agrieultural Producis in the
Northwest

Bame Interesting facts concerning
the unparsiteled business activities of
the great protection year of 1808 come
from the treasury bureau of statistion
relative to tis tremendous output ot
the preat producing and manufactur:
ing reglons bordering wpon the Greatl
Lakes, as lllustrated by the report ot
the husiness passing through the Sault
Ste. Marle eanal connecting Lake Su-
perior with Michigan, Huron, Erie and
Ontario. The report shows an Increase
in the number of vessels, number of
pagsengera, quantities of frelght, and
in practieally all of the clagsea of
freight passing through that grent
waterway, and makes for the year 1809
the highest record of business activity
on the Great Lakes, The number o'
salling vessels Increased ¥ per cent,
ns compared with last year, the num-
ber of steamers 16 per cent, the number
of unregistered vessels 29 per cent,
the gquantity of registered freight 14
per cent, the quantity of actunl
freight 19 per cent, passengers 13
per cent, lumber 16 per cent, and
that great factor In manufacturing ac-
tivities, iron ore, 30 per cent. In all
these important features, which show
the activities of the producing esud
manufacturing Interests, the record of
lake commerce In the year 1809 sur-
passes that of any preceding year, the
only case in which the yenr's record
falls below that of any preceding
year belng in wheat and flour, of which
the supply of 1800 was slightly below
that of any one or two preceding years,
and the forelgn demand materlally be-
low that of 1898,

A study of the figures of the busi-
ness of the “"Soo™” in 1899 compared
with that of earlier years indlcates the
wonderful growth of the carrying trade
on the Great Lakes, and of the pro-
ducing and manufacturing industries
of the sections contiguous to them,
The number of salling vessels, which
in 1869 was 939, was in 1870 1,408, In
1889 2,635, and in 1809 4,776; the num-
ber of steanmers increased from %99 in
1860 to 1,618 in 1879, 6,601 in 1889, and
14,3798 in 1880; the number of persons
pasging through the canal Inecreased
from 17,667 In 1869 to 18,978 In 187D,
26,712 In 1880, and 49,082 in 1888, and
registered tonnage increased from B24,-
885 In 1869 to 1,677,071 in 1878, 7.241,-
826 in 1880, and 21,968,347 In 1889,

In the Important articles of frelght,
guch as flour, wheat and other grains,
coal, Iron ore, copper, lumber and
building stone, the growth ls equally
striking., Flour Incrensed from 32,007
barrels in 18569 to 451,000 barrels In
1879, 2,228,707 barrels In 1889, and 7,-
114,147 barrels In 1809; wheat from
49,500 bushels In 1870 to 2,603,666 bush-
els In 1879, 16,231,854 bushels In 1889,
and 58,397.235 bushels In 1849; other
grain, from 323,601 bushels In 1869 to
961,469 bushels in 1879, 2.133,246 bush-
els In 1880, and 30,000,935 bushels In
1880, 1lron ore, from 239,368 tons in
1860 to 640,050 tons In 1870, 4,005,856
tona in 1889, and 15,328,240 tons In
1889; copper, from 18,662 tons in 1569
to 22,309 tons in 1879, 143,466 tons in
1888, and 120,000 tons in 1899, and lum-
ber Inereased from 1,260,000 feet in 1860
to J35,508,000 feet in 1879, 315,664,000
feet in 1839, and 1,038,067,000 feet in
1899,

VERY MUCH ALIVE.

Why the Tariff Question Has Not
Taken Out of Folltles,

1/nder this heading the Hon. Albert
J. Hopkins, representative In congreas
frem Illinols, contributes an interest-
ing article to the Janvary Forum.
Rightly he combats the view that the
tarift »as been taken out of politics
and rviegated to the domaln of aca-
demlo discusslon. Nelther does he be-
lleve That the subject of import duties
is ever going to be referred to a non-
partlsan commlission acting Independ-
ently of congress. A tarlff commisslon
vestcd with these powers could not be
creafed under the constitution, and an
amendment to the constitution having
this for its object is a long way off, if
not altogetber Ilmpracticable,

The tarilf will cease to be a llve issue
on'y when Ameriean free-traders cease
to be sollcitous In behalf of forelgn
producers, cease thelr clamor for unre-
stilcted forelgn competition, and cease
their denunciation of protection ug rob-
bery of the many for the benefit of the
few. If in the next cight years the
Democrats should elect a president and

obtain working majorities in  both
branches of congress, does anybody
suppose that the Dingley tariff law

would be allowed to remalin on the fed.
oral statute books? Democratie oppo-
sition to a protective tarllf Is not dead;
it ls only asleep, or, what s more near-
Iy the fact, merely “playing possum.”

The tariff is a llve jssue, and It mwust

| remain alive until the two dominant

in the cotton mills of New [ugland |

onght to cause the Demo-Pops %o wipe
away the crocodlle tears they fhed in
sguch profusion on account of the steg-
pation in that industry a yea! or so
ago.—Topeka (Kas. ) Capltal

| tariff went Into effoct,

|

parties are in accord on the gquestion of
un economic poliey that shall secure
to domestic Industry the full posses-
#lon of Lhe domestie market,

Apparent Oversight,

Somehow the Bryanlstle noewspapers
who were so skeptieal about the preva-
ience of prosperity are becoming sig-
nificantly sllent on that point: They
have apparently overlooked the ilig-
patches announcing another 10 per
cant advance In the wages of the New
England mill operatives,—Burllagton
Hawk-Eye,

Khould Not Forget.

The changes In the wage s<ale aof
Massachusetts have Invarlably been in
favor of the mill hand since the new
Under the Wil-
son bill the changes were Invarlably
the other way, and the mill hands are
not lkely to forget the difference,—
Peoria (I1) Journal

AND AFTERY

The Woman In White had passed
through a most triumphant day and
was weary, Hhe tossed her hat to a
bed, her gloves and fan to a chair, and
she hersslf dropped Into a great willow
rocker—a mass of flully white dra-
periea, her deerlike head, with lta
crown of red-brown halr, lifted above
the foam. The Woman In White had
been younger, but she had never been
80 beautiful,

Because ahe had won him—and be-
cause she had no right to him.  Be-
cause he had once scorned and flouted
her, and had passed her with his wife
on his arm and a look of cold con-
tompt In his eyes—and because now
he had followed her for dava and davs,
and she had made him sue for a kind
word from her—her, the scorned and
despised. Becausze she had laughed in
his face and had balted and lured him
until he had thrown to the winds his
decent life and all the yong years of
uprightness and the positlon among
men for which he had struggled, and
wan ready to follow her to the world's
end. And becaunse he was the one man
whose scorn had cut deep lnto what
she called her soul.

8he looked at the radlant thing In
the mirror and laughed and turned the
flngning bracelet about and aronnd her
wrist; and a something almost woman-
ly eame into her eyes as ghe realized
that It was not the dlamonds she cared
for—no! she would have loved a rib-
bon it he had given It her with that
look on his face, and would have klss-
vd It as she did this, with a passionate
delight, i

And the Woman In Gray, standing
In the door, saw her kissing the brace-
et

“May I talk with yon a few min-
etes? asked the Woman in Gray, as
the Woman In White saw her reflac-
A,

have lost It!
blame?"

The Woman In White had thrown
prudence to the winds wih that speech
and now rage and jealousy and inso-
lent trinumph were curlously blended In
the beautiful face, and flushed in a red
glow from the eves,

“Yes—I have lost it,"” sald the Wom-
an in Gray. “And having learned this,
past all doubt, 1 would not try to keep
him if I could. 1 am going away, and
he shall live his life in peace. 1 have
merely come to ask you what kind of
Iife it 1s golng to be.™

The Woman In White threw herselfl
back In her chalr and ralsed her beau-
tiful arma above her head.

“Oh, you eold-blpoded woman,” she
eried, clasping her hands above the
shining coll of her halr, “You ley wivea
that go your round of what you eall
‘dutlea’ and sew on buttons and have
good dinners, and sit at the head of
the table, as Interesting ns that Dres-
den shepherdess, month after month,
and year after year, and then are
shocked and outraged when he meets a
flesh-and-blood woman and loves her!
What kind of life will he have? Why,
he will learn for the first time that he
is allve! What right have women like
yon to talk about love!-—women who
give o man up the firat time he looks
another way! Why, | would make my-
self the most beautiful and most at-
tractive ereature in the world to him,
s0 that he could never even look at
another woman-—and then, If he look-
od, 1 would not go away and leave him
=1 would kill him!"

She clutched the paper knife In her
right hand—and lifted the left hand
and kissed agaln the flashing clrelet on
the wriat.

The Woman In Gray looked al her,
and tae slght was branded on her
memory, When she spoke agaln, it
was in lower tones. Her oyes weore
fixed on a ring—a loose, loose ring.that

Who but youraelf 1s to

“* = °  “yOoU HAVE HAD YOUR CHANCE." ‘

tion in the mirrow. What she saw
was a slender, gray-clad woman,with a
pule, pale face, and dark oyes with
darker shadows under them,and brown
hair that was beginning to whiten
with early froat.

The Woman In White stared Inso-
lently at the reflection in the mirror
and smiled,

“1 don’t know what my servants can
be thinking of," she sald, without turn-
ing. 1 really have nothing for you,
wy good woman. Perhaps, If you go
down, some of my people will show
you ton way out.*

“But 1 must see you for a little
while,” sald the Woman In Gray, put-
ting aslde the Insult and coming slow-
ly nearer, and there was a deadly still-
ness about her as she drew o chalr
forward and sat down In it. Then they
looked at each other—the Woman In
Gray and the Woman In White.

“I think perhaps you know me,"” sald
the Woman In Gray. "“No doubt peo-
ple have pointed me out to you as the
wife of—of——""

“They have,” sald the Woman
White, haughtlly, taking up a steel pa-
per knife from the table near at hand
and playing with It. “To what o |
awe the bhonor of thls visie?"

The Woman In White looked at the
paper knlfe and smilad wearlly.

“You mistake me,'”" she sald, “"Some
women might have thought of that—
but you will live. Bee! —tomorrow |
#o upon a long jouwrney, and I knew
that I must see you face to face belore
I went,”

“What possible Interest can 1 have
in your plans for traveling?” cried the
Woman In  White contemptuous.y.
“Pray consult your dressmaker Instead
=und tell her for me that she should
bha Killed If she ever dresses you In
gray agaln. It |8 not becoming.”

“You are hitter,” sald the Woman
In Gray; “and we have so little time—
and we are so near the tragedies of
both our lives, A little while ago 1
was bitter against you, too; but now
[ am too sad to be very bitter. 1 pee
how past remedy It Is. 1 am not hera
to beg you to be merciful. Even if you
wished you couldn't glve me back what
I have lost."

"Well, you have had your chance,™
stied the Woman In Whits, “And you

#he was turning around on her finger.

“Perhaps we were mistaken about
having loved each other,” she sald ab-
sently, us though she were talking to
herself, “We were both so young and
80 lgnorant, We were marrled earller
than we had Intended-—because my
mother died, and I was left alone, and
wis such an unprotected chlld—and so
we were married; and we agread that
we wera to study together, because we
were both so ambitious—for him, And
perhiape 1 couldn’t have kept pace with
him, at my beat; but I had to take In
sewing to help him along, so I hadn't
much time—and In a little while he
wiad away beyond me. 1 have never
caught up with him since-<but I have
always gone on studying so that 1
wouldo't gquite disgrace him when he
became o distingulshed man.”

The Woman In Gray stopped to put
a delleate and tremulous band to her
throat,

“When he was studying law.'" she
wenl on presently, “his eyos were trou-
bling him, and so'1 read aloud to him
for many hours every day, Bome-

| times | almost wished his eyes would

fall a little more—n great deal more,

#0 that he could be more dependent on |

mie
then:
him!*"

The Woman In White dld not speak.
She wag sitting quite still, as though
she were a marble woman.

“And even away back at the fArst,”
the Woman In Gray went on, In that
desolate welfl-communing, “"when we
wore ignorant boy and girl together,
we had quite settled it with ourselves
that he was to be a distingulshed man,
We even made a little play of It, tell-
ing one another that people would
one day polnt out with pride the poor
lttle house where wa had lived, and
where wo had so much trouble paylng
the rent: and then we would lauvgh so
merrily-—oh, where has the laughter all
gone! And so we went on, looking for-
ward always to the day when he would
be famous, and working and planning
for it—and | always pletured myself so
proud, so proud of his trlumphs! We
cold-blooded women feel very deep
somelimes, and think long thoughts!
And now he has woa the honors we

for 1 was very young and ignorant
and, you see, 1 thought | loved

dreamed of—and tomorrow | am golng
on a long journey!"

She slowly arose, and the marbls
Woman In White saw for the first
time that she had a little package in
the thin hand.

“l have something to leave with
you,” sald the Woman In Gray; “‘some-
thing to glve you, See, It Is a little
bundle of letters, He wrote them
during my mother's {liness. They are
the letters of an undeveloped and Ig-
norant boy to a poor little girl. 1 have
cherished them a long time—but 1 give
them to you now, because they have
already gone out of my life,”

. L ] . L]

An hour afterward the Woman In
White found that she had been alone
for o long time, and that the last of
the poor little letters was open In her
hand, A withered rose had dropped
from It and lay in her lap among the
folds of flufly white, The alr was
filled with the fragrance of the little
old-time rose, which seemed {0 be part
of the old-time boyilsh love that was
dead as the rose, Once, long ago, in
her life also———

The radlant face of the Woman In
White was pale and old and weary
looking as she tled the letters in the
packet again and lald this penciled
line upon them:

“Do not go on the long journey-—-for
I go on a journey of my own." Then
she slipped the bracelet into its velvet
case and gealed and addressed It, and
called a servant to go on two errands.

"1 am golng away tonight, John,"
she sald, as his foot hesitated on the
stalr. “Bend Susan up to pack."

And then she stood in the middls
of the room, her head dropped, press-
Ing back something that tried to come

to her eyes,
“And now for new flelds,” ahe sald,
despalringly. “And the life In

them——?"—Julla Smith Bishop, In
St. Louis Globe-Democrat.

—

ROAMING BCIONI_(_)F PHARAOH

Nomadas of FEgypt Are of Undoubted
Roynl Descent Wherever They Are.

A band of genuine gypsles, whose
members trace thelr genealogy back to
the days of the Pharaohs, through the
Stanley or English branch of the gypay
family, is encamped for the winter sea-
gon at the Philadelphia Driving park,
Point Breeze, and finds this fleld a
proftable one to cultivate, The camp
ia In charge of Queen “Mollle" Markis,
now sevenly years-of age, and her son
Thomas, now officlates ns chief of the
band, The Markls family consisis of
these two and Annle, wife of Thomns,
four children, and Maggle and Annle
Markis, sisters of the chief. A number
of others are nlso with the band. Thelr
outfit is well adapted to thelr nomadic
lite. The queen’s wagon Is sumptuons-
Iy Atted up with red upholstery, lace
curtalns and bedding of the fnest ma-
terinl, Another wagon, which cost §600,
ia the travellng conveyance of Mra.
Annle Markis and the chief's sisters.
This vehicle Is also handsomely fitted
out, with yellow and gold hangings,
lace curtalns and silk bed clothing.
Chief Markls says his band Is under
command of Great Chief Stanley and
Queen Mollle, his wife, who are win-
tering at Omaha, Neb,, they bolong to
one of the 300 families under Btanley
as king. Chief Markis has been wan-
dering over the earth for thirty-two
years, having traveled from Calro,
Egypt, through Germany, Russia, Adin,
England, France, Mexico and nearly all
the United States west of the New
England states. He says the western
states are most sultable for their no-
madic life; Its camping grounds are
more plentiful; everybody Is willing to
trande horses, and all feminine mem-
bers of the population belng anxlous
to have thelr fortunes told. Queen
Mollle is considered an oracle, palmist-
ry belng her strong polot. Bhe 1s
hardly conversant with the English
lnnguage, as in privata conversation
they aM speak the gypsy lingo. The
women folks of the band eclalm that
Philadelphia is a great fleld for for-
tune telling, and the men say that with
horge trading and raclng they expect
to put in a profitable winter.—Phila-
delphia Record,

“Tea" Bohool.

The oddest school in the United
States 18 now in dally session at Pine-
hurst, Bummerville, 8. C., says the New
York Jownal. Uncle Sam's paternal
and financlal part in  the institution
makes it of interest to the nation, It
s sltuated in the heart of the tea lands
about Bummervliile, and its odd feature
fa the currleulum, Under the super-
viglon of a competent teacher thirty
South Caroling plekaninnles are
taught the three old fashioned R's—
“rendin’, 'ritin’ and ‘r'thmetle’ —and
ten pleking, And the last is not the
least important study. The rapld de-
velopment of ten ralsing In the South
has recelved additional Impetus from
the announced Intention of Sir Thomas
Lipton to Invest $600,000 In tea eul-
ture In South Carolina, 8lr Thomas g
familiar with the soll and eclimatie
conditions of the state, having at one
time worked as a laborer on a rice
pluntation In Georgetown county.

The ‘Inited Biates Department of
Agriculture s taking a lively interest
in the “tea school,” and has given it
finuncial ald.

Givod Reason.

From the New York World: A—
“Would you start out on a journey on
Friday?' B—"No, indeed." A--“Why
are people so superstitious?” B-—"But
this has nothing to do with supersti-
tion. 1 get pald on Saturday.”

The Nightingale's Song.
‘The nightingale’'s song can be heard
at a distance of & mile,

Only the very poor or the very ricd
ean pfford o keep dogs.




