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The Size of His Head.

In one of the big stores the other after.
S0on & stoop shouldered man with g
faded brown beard was clawing over the
bats and trying them on, one after an-
Giher, without appearing to find any to
Gt inm.

““What size are you looking for?'* ask-
ed one of the halame

“What size!” he said “Samethin ]
kin wear, I reckon ™

“Of course, but
ber?””

“You don’t number a man when he
comes in here to buy a hat, do you?"’

“Certainly not. 1 mean what’s the
samber of the' '—

*Don’t you s'pose I'll know when 1
eome to that fits me® I ain’t no
spring chicken, young man I've bought
hate "fore this Yon go on waitin on
customers. I'll find what I'm lookin fur
after awhile. I've got plenty of time.’

“*So have I. Time isnothingto me. I
can stand here all day and watch you
trying on bats, ‘t necessary. I
you can tell me what size of hat you
wear, I can give you balf a dozen of
that size to tryon. It will save you
scme trouble, and won't be guite =
hard on ths

what's your pum

a hat

v
out it 1sn

asscrtment. "

The customer refiected.

““Well, that's reasonable,” he said
“Young man I might as well tell youm
the uth. I've ¢l the size hat
Iwear I never can remember it 1
know I wea~ a No. 9 shoe, the u:..":‘. A
No. 9 hatw t
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Theught He Lost His Head.
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Journalistic Enterprise In Spain.

A journal Increase
its circulation by printimg its news,
not on paper, but on cloth. Instead of
ink a composition is nsed which readily
dissolves In a liberal water bath  After
absorbing the news the reader mereiyr
places the sheet under one of o
fountams, for instance, and there
mowy handierchief

at Madrid tries to

publ:
I
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Eleotric Bitters.
Electric Bi ;.u-rc 5 a medicin® suited

Jv needeu when the languid., exhausted

feeling prevails. when the liver 1s torpid
and sluggish and the peed of a tonic and
alterative is felt. A prompt use of this
medicine has often averted loog and per-
hape fatal bilious fevers: No medicine
will act more surely in counterzeting
and freeing the system from the malarial

poisoc. headache, indigestion, consti-

pation, dizziness vield to Electric Bitters.
2 cents and #1.00 per bottle at Sireitz's
Drug Store.

RECOLLECTIONS OF A PIANO.

Chifonier, you= memory's failing—
You are clder than I am.
In the days long past bewniling
You beld gingerbread and jam,
Almonds, cranges amd spices,
All as good as they could be;
Tiny plates with quaint devices
For the children’s Sunday tea

Chiffonier, of all your treasares

You retain no meldy crumb, :
And I've lest my swert old measerrs, |
And my keys are chiefly dunch. {
Yet when many memories mingle |
Sometimes in thv dead of nighs
With a fatnt, coczrthiv jingls
I zwakesn in affright.

Voices lost t wn-“] hearing
Muormur softly in the gloom.
There arv children's faces peering
From the: shadows of the room,
oy faded eurtain
f X Who arc these?
~hord souands, yet I om ceortain
There are fingers on my keys—

They

In each pali

for whom a tall! wax cancle
=hey] seOnee was set,
pinring Pureell, Bach and Handel,
Many = stately, staid doet.
Ther were tenor and soprano
Pleasantly their voices rang.
N me but the obd piaro
Can remember what ther sang.

Winter seems an earfier comer,

Yot som= darvs of warmth we win.
Throagh the window in the sommer
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WITHOUT A LICENSE.
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and, angrily throw-
ing his pew beaver hat on the floor, toak |
a distant seat without the pleass
words of greeting she alwars osed w©
his lips.
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Freally the young man, asif ashamed
his il mannered exclaim- |
in a fitfa: tons

“*Oh, Lisbeth,

oA v aOT

L4,

we can never marry!™

“No? And pray., why not?” she
asked ““Are you tired of

Tired of you, Lisbeth: Enow

better than that. Buthaven't you heard |
the news? The council refuses to grant ‘
me citizen's rights and the marriage -
cense. They are full of animesity to- |
|
'
|

You

wand you for refosing to wed
their sons and for giving me,
they are pleased to eall a stranger and a |
vagabond, the preferrnee. It is troe 1|
am an Alsatian but I have as good a
bhome as any of thém, and it is bot a
coupie cf hrm away from here, as they | :
well know. ™’ |
S0 rh:x‘ s 1> !
The resolute Lisheth jumped up excit-
edly, her lovely face crimson as a Junc|
| Tose.

*“Come! Let us to the city hall af

once. We will see about it. IT cvery-
thing else fails, I think my godfather,
the abbot of R——, will find a way &
make them pliable.™”

The worthy burgomaster of B—— ans

|

The year T mournmag hiTng expired,

the childless widow has had the andaci-

| ty to fall in love with a good for noth-

the members of his council were assem- |

bled at the city ball when Lisbeth ap-

peared, dragging her bashful Francei

forcibly by the hand imto their angusi
presenee,
*“With your permission, mighty sirs, ™
she began in her open, unhesitating
¥, poking him in the ribs as a gen-
tle reminder that he looked sheepish,

ing tramp and vagabond, an Alsatian,
named Francois, a low bred, ill man-
pered butcher, and she actmally ha-
dared to ask our permission for a mar-
riagewiththeteﬂow All of which, if

| it pleases your high and mighty govern-

ment, is against the interests of this
city, where there are just 17 young and

| marriageable sons of landed citizens,

“with your permission, powerful mas- |

ters, we appear before you to inform
you that we intend to marry, and, what
IS more, to marry as soon as possible;
wherefore we moest humbly and dutiful-

Iy pray the kigh «nd mighty council tc |
grant us the npecessary papers, and to |

ve guick about it, for we have no desire
to wait any longer than absolutely
mecessary. My homestead necds a mas-
ter, as you all know. The young man
by my side, a bachelor of gocd repute
and law abiding, s my choice, and is
better fitted for the position of host af
the mn of the
one clse I kmow. He is a butcher by
trade, young and strcng, and, what is
mecere, his brother across the border, ovet
in Alsace, owcs him 1,000 guilders
Rhbenish, part cf their father's estate,

which he can eollcet in cash at any mo- |

ment. ‘Therefore, I can see, neither le-
gally mor meorally, anvthing to be said
against my Francois, and I—well, why
make many words? I love him, and )
want him!”’

A silenee fell wpon the assembled
city fathers after this strange speech of
the plucky little widow. At last the
worthy bt rgomester, a member the
worshipful Tamnmers' guild, broke the
awkward pause, after deliberately help
mng himself to a plentiful supply of
snuff frocm a silver tabatiere—a present
of ““his most great and all powerful
mightiness’” the reigning prince of the
land—and passing the bex to his eol-
leagmes

“Highly honor-d fr
leagues, und thou, heno
ous Mistress Lisbeth,
of the Christian
love and aeccording to the laws of the
land: in fact, it is reasonable—vyea, more
than that, it is pecrssary. Tl. u speak-
est truly. Thv cstablishment is sorely
in need of a2 master’s strong arm, and
thon needest a husband ut is it abseo-
lutely necessary that it should be a
stranger? Are there no young men in
ocur town, sons of onr worthy citizens,
who are as fit to ml '
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own whe
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Lisbeth's ire had
this imsulting speech. She began an
gr¥ remonstrance, but was guickly and
considerately druwn ¢ the de
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a.u- fist in his face, exelaimed :

An-t I sy, ycu high and mi
citizens of B—— I'll marrv
spite of you and all your thick
and crooked legged sons!”

The city fathers looked
impudence® The burgomaster
snuffbox with :
that the 'ir‘r X
)ﬁf‘ .L U. COmenT
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al applause.
left, while
more went fruin hand ¢t

On the Satordar S Howi
rated events a cabriolet and pair,
by Francuois, stopped in front
of the Front Room. Lisbeth
her best Sunday finery, appeared,
ing gocd bhumoredly, and took
in the vehicls,

risen fast duoring

an-

.\\';1!'"1

.
r;-
*

4

her In

headed

thon

asury fo unparallels

GiTererd t OT 1T12ems Anci
ey

nto th
mto the

TR*a Taal
Al T4
r

dungeon and tor-
man-

twrrer
DeLteT

show
ivery was full
Franeois paid

the DFH“' >

driven
of the lion

dressed In

which started

brisk trot. Bat the trip did
a secret.  Somehow or
everybody seemed ¢
Lisbeth had gone he
the abbot. to ask his interference in |
and her lover’s behalf

However, the great
awake and up to the emergeney. As
early as same afternocn
the city hall bell called all the citizens,
more than 190 men. together in a mass
meeting.

The burgomaster pre
coneise words he explained the great
danger that threatened all landed citi-
sens of B—— by Mistress Lisbeth's
treasonable plan, ard the impression he
made was so pronounced that before the
princely box had made three rounds
among the members of the couneil the
following petition was drawn up to the
government at D——:

‘Penm.n, Remonstrance and Protest -

“We, the bailiff, the burgomaster,
the great and the lower councils, also
the entire citizenship of the ever loyal
| city of B——, herewith beg to state as
follows: It is kmown to your high and
mighty government that about a year
ago the proprietor of the ion of the
Front Room had saddeniy died without
the bheip or assistance of our city and
county physicians. ( Reguieseat in pace!)

council was wide

1 - 3
i ClOCE the

In a fe

sided

Fromt Room than any |

ighborly

1. | disposed of

ter the

every ane of whom is ready and more
than willing to be the husband of the
aforesaid widow. We, therefore, deem
it our duty to lay before your high, no-
ble and mighty govermment and ths
learmned and all powerful, wise and
highly respected eouncilors this unwar-
ranted, treasonable and anbecoming pro-

| ceeding on the part of the said widow,

and humbly ask you to interfere to send

| the tramp Francois back to Alsace and

thus restore the peace and good will &
this city.

*““We subscribe ourselves, with undy-
ing lovalty, as your high and mighry
government’s huambile servants ™’

A kind fate has kept the original of
the above petition intact among the
archives of the “‘ever loyal" city, giving
proof of the sagacity, care and unselfish
nékE 6f its citizens and council

After the bulky document had been
dispatched quiet was restored in the
barough, and the good eitizens congre-
gated once more, as usual, in the guest
room of the inn, where shrewd Mistress
Lisbeth had ordered a ‘‘Metzelsuppe”
of gigantic propertions to be served dur-
ing her absence, which eversy one—bur-
gomaster and council not excepted—en-
Joved so hugely that an the following
morning when his worship tried to help
himself to a pinch of snuff he had ©
send to the inn for the princely box,
having left it there the night before—
from sheer forgetfulness, of course.

It wenld make interesting and profit-
able reading for jurists how the “high-

nd all powerful’ government at D—
the knotty question. To our
sorrow and regret we have to disappoint
them, for bistory bas not handed down
this Important decision.

And the resolute Lisbeth and
Francois? How did they manage t
blissful conju haven*

We doubt not the abbot, her
ther, was a shrewd man, who
thing or two. Not far from ths
cloister, ﬂncv-mf-d by the silvers

of the beantiful Rhine, there is 1
peaceful seclusion of the upper
Black forest country, but in Swiss terri
tary, a small onym for concinsi
many a lovesick couple, having
iried to overcome the obstacls
posed by parenfs or guardians,
taken refuge at the sheltering altar of
its church, where many marri:
been solemmized that otherwise could
not have taken place.

To this church the abbot sent hi
child, and there she and Franeo
made one, while the good
B—-—— were indnlging too f
“*Metzelsuppe. ™
All this is made evident by the
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The Fitman and the Ear Trumpet.

A pitman entering a public hou
Newcastle, an old man was =eat-
ed near the fire acrost :
customary salutati
in" The old m
attention, and the
salute In a louder v
1:’..::.;:"-'- had effect.
h;m.ar-‘*-‘ up. and ftal
Clous poc A' 4 Trumpe
truction put it o his
pltman stood az.l.;xznl
with the most
some moments while
be exclaimed, with a Jisappointed air
“Nay, man, it winna dea. Thou canna
play wi’ thy Ing ""—Household Words
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Curiosity Satisfied.
’I"::«- following s & ld of an old lady
who had had her hair entoff i VEere
11_..95» and wore a wig in its p".:u.w- She
Was staying in a o mtinental
one day noticed a gentleman looking o
ricusly at her hair. Soon after.
excuse, he crossed the mom to behind
where she sat. She calmly got up, tormn-
ed round, and liftizg her hair *-:_ her
head said, “Yes, sir; it is a wig’
New York Post. i
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MECCA CATARRH REMEDY
Fo r colds 1 and
of catarrha :mquef this preparatior
bas aﬂs}rtieu prompt relief; with its con
tinued use the most stubborn
catarrh have welded to its
power. Itis made from concentrated
Mecea Compound and possesses all of its
soothing and healing properties
absorbtion reaches all
parts effected by that disease.
cts. Prepared by The Foster Mfg
Council Bluffs, Jowa. For sale by
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Tas Poster In Japan.

Four aor five yrars ago I stopped for
the night at a little teahouse far up in
the mountairs cf Japan. Nowhere were
to be seen any railroads, Enropean cast-
off clcthing cr other “mocdern improve-
ments,”” and in a walk through the vil-
Iage after a dinner of rice and fish I was
led to believe that at last n spot had
been found where things were o
they always had been. But on returning
to the village last smmmer
at the door a little maiden with
Lightfal smile of rejoicing, as she 1
Iy showed iIn one hand an unmist
nl{‘k—‘l plated American alarm el
in the other an snbroken tin foiled sticl
of r-i;-'v:‘_z:': gam Y rily our civil
tion had arrived. The next dag
ever, in a village cven more remote, a
still greater surprise awaited me,
displayed promiment!- cn a blank wall,
with an admiring 1 Gl
a veritable p
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