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ANOTHER CASE
i & OF NO QUORUM

For the Fifth Time in Three Months
the City Council Fails to
Meet

For the fifth time in three months,
tae city council has been compelled
to postpone a regular or called meet-
ing because not enough members
turned out to make a legal quorum.
Under the rules, there must be six
of the eight councilmen present or
the meeting cannot start, Mayor
Rodgers last Tuesday evening did his
best to get the councilmen out, but
even with the assistance of the city
clerk and the chief of police wasn't
able to make the hill.

Undaunted, however, Mayor
Rodgers has called another meeting
for this evening, A councilman or
two who were out of town have re-
turned, and it is reasonably probable
that the legal number may be gath-
ered rogether long enough to call the
roll. Once that is done, businegs can
proceed,

Tuesday a nlee
meeting, too.

night for a counecil
The westher was fav-
orable. Peraaps it was too favor-
able. At 8 o'clock, with only five
members on  deck, the recall was
sounded and the retreat began. It
was the regularly scheduled August
meeting. There were a raft of bille
to be allowed, two or three ordin-
ances were up for consideration, and
a bunch of special business was due
to come up, but nearly half of the
councilmen remained away.

If a quorum had been present,
several important matters might
have been disposed of. Take the
telephone franchise, whica has been
hanging fire for about two vears, E.
K. Haldeman ™of Grand Island, dis-
triet commercial manager of the Ne-
braska Telephone company, ecame
down prepared to have the agony
over. From hints that he dropped,
he was prepared to make practically
every concession the council might
degire. But, as It turned out, he
had a nice trip, all for nothing. The
mayor couldn’t even guarantee 2im
that he would be able to zet a
quorum out the next night, or any
night this week, for that matter.

This telephone franchise has heen
a regular jonah. It expired during
the administration of Mavor P. E.
Romig, away back in 1918. The com-
pany didn't rush about getting a new
one through, and about the time taey
were ready with a proposed draft,
Romig’'s term expired. This delay-
ed matters some months. By the
time a suceessor had qualified, the
influenza epidemie hit Alliance, and
the city officiala were busy, along
with every other eitizen, In ecaring
for the sick. Along in the apring of
19198, the company again brought up
the question, but tie council was
busy In a4 mass of paving and storm
sewer data, and the company felt
there really wasn't much need of
hurry. By the time It had operated
fo ra yvear without a franchise, how-
ever, the Nebraska Telephone com-
pany got on the job Iin earnest. An
ordinance was drafted and given to
the counecil for approval.

Taen the real fun began. The
council appointed City Attorney Metz
and H. A. Johnston to draft a sub-
stitute, and they framed a franchise
that has kept three or four telephone
company officials on the anxious geat
ever since. No less than half a dozen
times have officials of the company
come to Alliance, elther to meet the
cold shoulder or to argue to deaf
ears. And now, when the company
is ready to make almost any conces-
slon in order to gain a franchise taat
the counell is ready to grant, when
the tracks are fairly well greased for
its passage and everything Is logely,
It's impossible to get out a quorum

Mavor Rodgers and several of the
council members who have heen
coming out regularly are beginning
to feel peevish. Some of them sug-
gested that councllmen who couldn't
attend the regular meetings might he
given hints that they didn’t have to
hang on to the jobs and that rezlg-
nations had been accepted,

The telephone franchise wasn't the
only iInteresting matter that would
have come up at the Tuesday even-
ing meeting,. J. M, Weaver, who rep-
resents & bunch of Irate east slders,
wnas on deek with a petition that was
almost a vard long. It was signed
by east glde resldents who are weary
of walting for water and other im-
provements that have been slow In
coming. Mr. Weaver once told the
eouncil that this seection of the eity
would up and withdraw from the cor-
poration unless some head was given
to their pleas, and he had the peti-
tion with him to show that he wasn't
alone in this attitude.

This petition, dated August 10,
reads as follows: *““We, the under-
signed residents of Belmont and Dun-

THE WEATHER

q" Alliance and vicinity:
%, and Saturday; warmer Sat-
.‘ﬁ" west and north portion to-

%

@ N
can ado, % sk to have an Injunc-
tion filed € Clty of Alllance to
prevent the , . levying taxes on
us, us we do Q@ belong to the eity,
having been taken in unconstitution
ally, costs of such action to be paid
Jointly buy us.”

There are over fifty signatures o
the petition. Mr. Weaver had intend-
ed to read this to the counecll and
give them an opportunity to hand
out a few definite assurances before
placing it in the hands of the proper
authorities,

However, all these things will
come up at some future meeting
when luck is with the mayor and the
faithful few.

YOUTHFUL ROMEOS
ARE DISCOVERED

plight of Mr. Bili

[} B
nids

The unhappy

... MIFE WANTED 10

Shakespeare’'s  engineer, who was|
‘hoist with his own petard,”” s ‘
brought to miond this week in the

smbarragsing situation in which at
least two employes of the local ox
press company  have  Jound taem-
selves, In this instance a crate of
praches and some alfectionate mis-
sives, together with another employe
of the company, furnished the ma-
tervials for & Romance Gone Wrong.

It seems that some [ifty Camplire
girls are eamping at Belmont. It
further appears that two of these ex-
press handlers don't exactly dislike
gome of these same Campfiro girls,
Monday morning the fond father of
some of tiese girls decided to spring
a littie surprise on the campers, 80
he brought Into the express oflice
some erates of peaches,

ernoon Lillo,
companied the sheriff into the eourt

him,

tals wise

road,
pay $25
fohty dollars foh groceries, It takea
about all the money T gets to pay the |

hundred dollah coat for de las’ three | FARED,
weeks,
all de time.
1 done tole her so,
fying about it, but I
vinee her.”

This was an opporiunity for the
Romeos. They
mont, and they couldn’t get anywhe ro!

flerce guardians of the fire on the
jon. The crate of peaches gave them
an idea, Wita pencils polsed, they
toiled for half an hour——probably on
the company's time—and wrote let-
ters to a couple of the Campfire
queens, These they sealed in  en-
velopes and jarring off a board or
two, concealed them in the crate of
peaches.

S0 far, all was well. They forgot,

alter
couldn't o to Bel-|4.0 epror, 80 he told the eourt, of
inguiring about supper
if they did go, what with four or ive | {,, his tone angered his wife.
showed her resentment in
acteristie way,
and broke that ole rotten toof out,”
O'Neal econcluded

him that he was a trifle late, Inas- (N
much as ‘ale elient has just pleaded

nowever, what they should bave re-|
nembered. Express handlers don't |
denl guite as ungently with the stufl |
in taeir care as do the !
samasghers, but they
all the time,
were

baggage
don't use gloves
Some other employes
detailed to put the crates unl
the varnished cars. And they de-

manner. And this same crate of
peaches was smashed to smithereens.
Right on top of the wreckage were
two letters,

Their fellow employes broke the

sacred seal and read the screeds.
After that, they were 100 good to
keep. Other employes at the express

office were let in on the secret,
girls clerks
us,

If vour expressman, when you look

The
were the worst, they tell

judge decided to let the defendant
{off with a light fine, Lillo promising
M’n!rhl’ulh to eonfine his argument to
mere
lecture on the hest way to preserve

; Aomestic neace,
livered the goods in a t‘hul’ﬂl‘lt‘liﬂlﬂ‘l” and the couple left

WANTS NEIGHBOR PUT

forty-two miles

liance, Tuesday afternoon swore out
a romplaint

at him steadily for half a minute,
should blush clear behind the ears,|
you can draw your own conclusions.

Incidentally, we understand that
there are two express employes who
now aandle every packagp as though
It contained dynooal t*'s too bad
that more of them weront interested
in the Campfire girls,

“MOLLIE AND 1” AT
IMPERIAL TONIGHT

The feature at

the Imperial to-
night is “Mollie asd 1, in which
Shirley Mason, the youthful star,
takes the leading part. The story is
one which the press agents say ap-
peals to husbands, wives and sweet-
heartg, with a dlgerent thrill for
each. A Billy West comedy and tae
latest current events complete an en-
joyable program,

A Bill Hart photoplay, "The Ban-
dit and the Preacher,” is the Satur-
day attraction, and it is one of the
most interesting of the Hart produe-

tion. Hart's eweetheart, Rhea
Mitehell, iz a dance hall girl. The
mannerisms and traits of the new

Preacher, Robert Edeson, attract her,
though at first ®ae ridicules him.
Later, however, through his teach-
ings, she reforms, and their assocla-
tion gives birth to love for each
other, resulting In thelr marriage.
The bandit, who is also in love with
her, nevertheless becomes tae
Preacher’s friend, and in a series of
thrilling incldents protects his wife
through some very trying situations.

Silk and Cotton Hoslery at 20%

using threatening language, and ask-' .| his handy checkbook—but

ing that he be placed under bonds (ime¢ he met with fallure,
to keep the peace.

the edge of the county.
neighbor is
licvorka's land practically surrounds | ;. oo oo

the Matousek plantation. In order to
get to Alllance,

are no established roads in that part lnhh-(
of the county,
and only thoroughfare.

driving across the latter's land, and

discount at Highland-Holloway Co.

ERNEST CHARLES
SENT BACK TO K.C.

Man Arrested on Drunkenness
Chinrge Turned Out to He a
Plain Nut

BUY A $100 COAT

One Thing Led to Another, and Lillo
(' Neal, Colored, 1ot Her
Have It

Ermest  Charles  Heunry Stevens,
allag Leniuel Johnson, alias Franklin
Gerard Juckson, alias any other naine
that happens to come into his bead,
is again occupying apartments at Lthe
gity bastile. Ernest Charles was
pleked up by a speclal Burlington
officer last ‘Tuesday morning. He
was discovered sleeping sweetly
somewhere on the right-of-way, Al
the city jall, ais allment was diag-
posed by the city physgician as an
over indulgence In lemon extract and
light punish-{Jjamaica ginger, but it seems that this
diagnosis was all too kind.

Friday morning Chief ol rolice
Read made arrangements to retarn
My, Btevens to Kansas City, procur-
ing from the Burlington a charity
puss for thal purpose. Stevens will
be placed In charge of a conductor
and passed along the line until he
{8 hanled back to the Greer labor
agency, perhaps, to have the Insanity
board hold a hearing on the case and
commit alm to a state [netitution, but
guch a procedure would set the coun-
ty back several hundred dollars, to
gay nothing of the expense of keeping
him in the hospital, which is also
charged 1o the county in such cases,

It is perfectly true that Ernest
Charles has been indulging in stimu-
jants—any kind that has a kick.
She's been wantin to buy a| While employed at the Lee McFall
ecast of Alliance, he got on
about it Several gorgeous sprees. It is a
We cain't afford {t, ands habit with him. Since ais arrest he
We been a-arwy- has becn entertaining the city hall m-
couldn’t t-nﬁ-.cnun"‘ He sings “Sweet Marle,'

'in a way that brings tears to tae
night, O'Neal eame home @VeS
a hard day's work. He mads! Ernest Charles, bright and
Thursday morning, had a lueid in-
"terval. He spoke to Chief Reed In
a pleasant way, telling him that he
had been drunk, but was then sober,
and that if released he would leave
towr on the next rattler headed else-
where. This line of talk sounded
good to the caief, and the cell doors

Lillo O'Neal, colored, was glven
the minimum fine of $5 and costa by
Judge Tash in county court Tuesday
afternoon when he pleaded guillty to
gtriking als wife, Mrs, May O'Neal,
on the Jjaw, jarring loose “a toof”
as well as inflicting a brulse or two.
After talking the matter over with
the warring couple, the judge was
convineed that it was only a slight
domestic tiff, and on O'Neal's
promise to refrain from emphasizing
his complaints in the future, the culs
prit was let off with
ment.

Complaint  was
May on Tuesday morning, the chief
charege being that aer husband had
“knocked out a toof.” She admitted
that It was n rotten toof, and prob-
nbly should have come out anyway,
but she objected to  his  eareloss
methods of dentistry, Tuesday aft-
looking sgheepish, ne-

entered by Mrs,

room. The complaint was read to
and the judge asked him to
plead muilty or not guilty. And in
Lillo made his plea:

“Jedege, I'se a wukkin foh de rail-
I gets $160 a month and we
a month foh rent, and about

bills.

She keeps talkin'

Monday |
early

Something
She
an char-

and “1 slapped her

At this juncture P. E. Romig, at-l

torney, appeared and Informed the OPened for Ernest Charles.
court that he was present as 0O'Neal's Ouce outside, Lowever, Ernest
representative. The judge Informed C Jes changed his mind, On second

it, the rods lpoked Jess invit-
ing, and the ecity appealed to him.

guilty, He was hungry, and so he dropped
Whereupon. after discussing the 't &t the Mooney bakery. Here he
matter with hushand and wife. the purchased three jelly rolls, two Jjars

of jam, a sackfull of cookivs, (wo
loauves of bread, a pie or two and a
few other taings that would appeal
to a4 hungry man. He wrote out a
check for ten dollars on the Alliance
Natlonal, received his change, and |
e hall of justiee arm In arm. left. Then there came to him 1hv|i
thought that he needed a haireut and
{shave. He cashed another ten dol-
Iar caeck at the Nation barber shop,
vy after having been given nearly every-
UND[R A P[AG[ BOND thing on the card except a bath,
| Ernest Charles next was traced to
e | ltoy Beckwith's establishment. Here
some  he placed an order for a suit of
of Al-|clothes, thoughtfully ordering a
im‘t?uml palr of trousers; he selected
ugainst a neighbor,| hyee silk shirts, a few neckties and
Albert Hovorka, charging him with | some silk collars, Again he produc-

tals
They Go-

words. The judge delivered a

Frank Matousek, who lives
northwest

{clined to honor it, He moved on-
Matousek has a homestead up near|,nd the police were notified. They

His nearest | \ook him in tow about 4 o'clock,

Hovorka. In fact, At the jaill he is pleasant enough.
18 from all sorts of delusions
the ehief one being that he is being
starved. Each visitor is told taat he
| has been given no food and that the
won't even cowme across with
# match so he can smoke, One of

|rlu-m visitors, a girl reporter, was so
Several times during the past few | s v

touched by the recital of his suffer-
weeks, Mr. Matousek says, Ilovorka“n“ that she went over to Harvey's

has intercepted him while he was | |

It Is necessary for|
Mutousek to crogs this land. There

and this is the best

estaurant and procured him a whop-
ping big dinner and had just shoved
tae last plate between the bars when
the chief appeared. Ernest Charles
then acted as though he intended to
throw the plates at his benefactress,
and the girl reporter beat a hasty
retreat,

He is under the Impression that
he has been robbed of a couple of

has used language unbecoming a
good neighbor. On Tuesday, when
Mr. Matousek was bringing a small
daughter to Alliance for medical
treatment, the complaint alleges that
Hovorka met them at a gate, held|
them up for some time, abusing Ma-
tousek and frightening the little girl
who Is afflicted with infantile paraly-

s drafts for a thousand dollars each,

and blames (wo negroes, He says
1@ was hit on the head by a coupling
pin, and exhibits some bruises. He
appears to be in pretty bad physical
condition, and admits that booze did
the damage. Chief Reed’'s suggestion
that he was a dope flend as well
brought forth an indignant denial,

H. E. GANTZ CHOSEN
T0 FILL YACANCY

Attorney H. E. Gants was select-
el as & member of the board of
directors of the Alllance chamber of
commerce, at a special meeting held
Wednesday evening. Mr. Gants will

Mr. Hovorka will be brought Into
county court and Judge Tash will,
it the ecircumstances warrant, take
appropriate action.

OUSTER COUNTY FAIR A BIG ONE

Wedneaday, Thursday and Friday,
August 25-26-27 arfe the dates of the
fair at Broken Bow, and it's a big
one. Grand racing events. Splendid
free open alr attractions. The Pat-
terson-Kline S8how, with a special
train of twenty cars will be a big
feature. A mammoth display of fire
works every night. This will be tae
best county fair In Nebraska. PBEvery
day will be a Big One, and it's too
good to miss, 75

tbusy Lrying 1o make both ends meel.

Al the vacancy in
arose through

the bourd walch
the vesignation of J
W. Guthrie, who was made secreinry
of the organization

The board will sponsor a beoster
trip to Crawford during the Tri-State

fair, which comes the first of next
month ring the 'ate rnce moet,
by Cragwlord Fang came over in
foree and three or four decorated
automobiles, and  Allinnee will re-

turn the favor,

Tae directors disenssed at somoe
leneth the settlement of the Anftoch
rond =quabble, and pos=ible addition-
al road projects.  There s =till $60.-
000 of foederal and state road funds
to be expended in Box Butte coun-
fy, and a committes consisting of
President Glen Miller, Secretary
Guthrie and Charles Brittan was ap-
pointed to meet with the eounty com-
missioners and urge that the Chad-
ron rond be completed.

ROTARY CLUB TALKS
OF CITY COMMISSION

The Rotary elub, nt {ts regular
weekly meeting at the Alllance hotel
Wednesday evening, agnin discursed
the ety commission form of govern-
ment, and by unanimous vote the
mwembers  recorded  themeelves In
favor of the five-commissioner plan,
Under the statute, a clty of this c¢lass
adopting the commisslon form is
given two alternative plans, Under
one, three commiasioners are elected,
one of whim Is made mayor. Under
this plan the commissioners each
draw a salary somewaere near coms-
mensurate with the work they do.

T'nder the five-commissioner plan,
the salaries of the commissioners are
nominal, and a eity manager Is
chosen., The Notary elub, which does
not pretend to speak for the entire
eity, will sponsgor the latter plan, and
presumably will see to It that it is
put up to the voters,

City Attorney Metz, president of
the elub, explained the two plans to
the membership. Tiere were some
who expressed themselves in favor of
having but three eommissioners, pro-
vided the city manager eould be had
under this form.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL
MAKE 600D RECORD

HARD JOLI FROM
CENSUS BUREAU

District Supervisor Sends In “"Un=
official” Informustion Concerns
ing Alliance Recount

Like & clap of thunder from a clear
aky, a letter arvrived at the chamber
of commerce office Thursday morning
which fairly took away Secrelary
Guthrie's breath, The secretary has
been working night and day organis-
ing the city into districts and secur-
ing volunteers to take a census re-
count. Two weeks ago the count was
completed, showing nearly seven
hundred more citizens taan the gov-
crnment enumeration gave us credit
for. Mr. Guthrie wired to Washing-
ton to get delnils concerning the
proper proesdure to get the recount
officially recognized, and rushed up
the typing of the list to send in to
headguarters. Everything looked
rogy, and everyone concerned was
feeling cheerful over a difficult jnb
well done,

Thursday morning, however, there
arrived a letter from W, M. Btewart,
naslstant director, bringing the news
that 1. J. Tooley of Broken Bow,
supervisor of the eensus for the Sixta
Nebraska digtriet, had been “unofi-
cially” advised that the Alllance re-
count showed n gain of an even
dozen, The burean figures it all ont
neatly that If this i correct, a re-
count would not be worth the ex-
pense, inasmuch as the possible gain
would amount to only a trifle more
than one-fourthas of one per cent.

Somewhere In the woodpile {8 a
gentleman of eolor. Mr. Guthrie's
original telegram to tae director of
the cengus gave actual facts and
fizures which, to anyone with an
ounee of intelligence, would indicate
that the galn shown by the recount
waz not twelve, but very close to six
hundred. The bureau, however,
overlooks this telegram and its defi-
nite statement and on the basla of
the rumor that Mr. Tooley aas for-
warded, assumes that the chamber of
eommeree has decided to drop the
matter,

Mr. Stewart's
Gentlemen!

Referrving to vour telegram of
July 29 and to the Bureau's tele-
graphie reply of the same date, con-

letter follows:

The ‘audit of the Hooks of the city
treasurer and city clerk, filed this
week, emphasizes the faet that the
past year hag been a successful one,
from the standpoint of the muyur!
and eity couneil, who have been kept

They met with hard luck at the
of the year, for the eity's property
valuation falled to come up to the |
amount estimated by nearly a quar-|
ter of o million dollarg, which cut!
down revenue from taxation consid- |
erably. |

The audit, which wag made by |
Wiggins & Babecock of Lincoln, dis-|
eloses the faet that for the second |
time In years and years, the council |
ends the yvear with a balance on |
hand. There was $300.22 left over |
after all «xpenses were paid, which
amount has been transferred to lhu[
egeneral fund, This i= over $50,000 |
legn than two vears ago, when it was |
necessary to float bonds to wipe out
the deficit left at the close of the |
fiscul year. *

The only other time when this
gort of a record was made was in
1913 and 1914, during a previous in-
cumbeney of Mayor Rodgers, At the |
time Mr, Rodgers entered upon his
duties in 1913, the council was faced
with a deficit of over $21,000. At
the close of the administration,
twenty-three months later, there was
a balance of $7.600 to the good.

first

ALLIANCE BRIEFS

Bill Reed, a young man employed
on the Rice ranch, was severely in-
jured Monday when hi shorse be-
came frightened and ran away. Mr.
iReed was driving a rake, and when
the horses ran they dragged him.
The rake ran over alm lacerating
nis right cheek. He was brought
to Alllance and Dr. Hersaman took
several stitehes to close the wound.

firmed by letter of July 20,

The Bureau has been informed by
Mr. 1. J. Tooley, supervisor of consus
for the sixth distriet of Nebraska,
that he has been unofficially advised
that your speclal eanvass of Alliance
siowed n total only 12 greater than
the total officially enumerated In
January If this Infarmation I8
correct, the Burean will not conslder
iteelf under any obligation to take
further artion in the matter, =ince
the difference between vonr eount

and the ofMcial enunt wonld amnunt
to only a trifle more than one-fourth
of one per cent

Sinee no reply has hesn resclved
n *he “‘lr",fl“.ﬂ tolpnoenrm Af Tule 09
and letter of July a0 it je saunmad
that vou hays Aasidad tn dean the
matter W. M. STEWART

Arsigtant Direstor,

Secrstary Guthrie has senl tele-
grams to Senators Hitchcock and
Norris, and to Congressman Kinkald
apprising them of tie new develop-
ments and requesting their assist-
ance. The lists were forwarded to
Wash ngton some days ago, and have
probebly been recelved by this time.

Under the procedure laid down
by the department, a comparison of
the names iaken Iin the regular cen=
sus and those taken in the recount
will be made In the office of the dis~
trict supervisor. If a comparison
shows that ue six hundred names
are largely additional to taose taken
by the government enumerators, or-
ders will be given to make a speciad
epumeration of those who were
missed. If the two lists show too
many different names, the govern=-
ment will refuse to concede that the
census was taken as of January 1,
and the recount will not be recog-
nized.

HAVELOUK TEAM TO
PLAY HERE SUNDAY

Suit was filed In couut'y court
Tuesday afternoon by Dr. Everett B.
O'Keefe agalust Simon Spry to col-
lect the sum of $120 for a certain
amount of dental surgery. Hearing

has been set for 10 a. m, on August
18,

Burlington section hands working
on the tracks between Ashby and
Hyannls Taursday morning came
upon a body from which the head
had been severed, by a freight train.
A letter in the clothing was address-
ed to Clarence Conklin, and was from
a sister in Des Moines, Ia., who has
been notified. It 15 belleved that
Conklin had fallen from the train,

The Alliance baseball team will
meet the fast Havelock aggregation
at the fair grounds next Sunday aft-
ernoon, and one of the best engage=
ments of the season Is expected. The
Havelock nine holds the champlon-
giip of the Lincoln city league to
date, not a single defeat marring
their record.

The Alliance team has been doing
excellent work since the reorganisa~
tion. It will cost a raft of money
to bring the Havelock boys here, and
it is up to the local fans to turn out
in large enough numbers to prevent
the possibility of a deficit.
four-bit plece for the game
and turn out and enjoy

iE?

on which he was borrowing a ride
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