S ——

|
[ A R A R S e L

Old Bill's Gift

By Octavia Roberts
L e e A A A e 2t

(Copyrighit by Western Newspaper Union.)

Bill, more familiarly “Old Bill"—he
had mever been known to mention a
family oname—looked around his
“haven of holiday comfort,” a8 he
termed it, with a chuckle of supreme
satisfaction.

“It's great!” he gloated, “with only
one thing misging—a Christmas tree.”

Pill was a character. The towns
people designated him a tramp. Some
bow, however, the appeliation did not
soem to fit. He did not drink nor
swoar. He did not beg. His willing
ways had made him popular, and when
Bl was "down on his luck” and
passed a doorway hungry-looking, his
wanta were generally provided for un-
volicifed.

“Ji 40'Was the day before Christmas. &

hind the patient gleam in “Old Bill's”
ever lurked some sentiment of memory
thuat impelled him to celebrate, This es-
pecisl year he had been preparing for
the event with the eager ardor of a
e ]l boy. Bill had made no confi
dants. Quietly and
enjoyably he had
iaid his plagps.
These wore now
perfected. A week
back Bill had
“gone to house
keeping.” He had
discovered an old
abandoned barn
just beyond the
¥ town limits. The
lower part had
windows and was bleak
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heap.
culsi housewife had present
with a roasted chicken because
@ was alightly charred. On the
le beside it were half & dosen
doughn
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in the feed box of & manger. In
the manger itself across the stale hay
#t ecomtained blanket was spread
coverings upon this

STALLIONS

I have stopped in Alliance for a few
days with four Good American-Bred
Stallions, as good as grow.
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ittle sloaping habe,

Near by a serfousfaced man was
shaking the snow from his shoulders
foside him, seated on an old sultease
wae A comely bul care-worn woman

The man began to spoak. Bl agaps
row into the shadow and listened. It
wud 0 hear enough to learn Lhat bad
luck was driving these homeless ones
from thelr former
home, penniloss,
sn foot, to Lthe fa
ther of the wife,
ten wilee further
on. The storm Hhad
driven them to
temporary shelter,

The husbhand
and father had
taken a well
thumbed volume
from his pocket.
He began reading aloud. It was of
“an upper room,” of a master and his
beloved disciples, of a supper never
tol;rouottan in the memory of man-
kind,

M sood ltke one transfixed. What
tender chord had been struck that he
closed his eyes! He was back forty
vears in memory, at his mother's knee.
How vivid, how appealing—a pilcture
she had shown him of the Christ-child
In a manger, of the devoted father and
mother, as here before him, & proto
type of that holy eye 20 fpal, so touch-
ing—the First Christmas!

A mighty thought moved him as he
quietly spoke:

“Friend, upstairs you will tind com-
fort till the storm is over. Call it a
{hristmas greeting—see?™ and was
goné,

“I'l strike out for Farmer Dale’s
haymow,” shivered Bill, after half an
hour's desultory wandering, and he
turned about—to start, to shout out,
and then to run.

For there In the distance the fa-
miliar farmhouse showed no illumina-
tion within, but beyond it a glare shot
up—=a haystack on fire!

Bill reached the farmyard. The
wind had blown the flames against one
gable of the house and It was burn-
ing. He ran to the stable for a pitch-
fork. Then began a flerce battle.
Bucket after bucket of water he car
ried. The last spark was dashed out.
and Bill sank exhausted to the ground
a8 the farmer and his family, visiting
at a neighbor's and attracted by the
biase, came rushing upon the scene.

"Yea," declared Farmer Dale, two
hours later, as he showed V'''' up the
stairs and Into & comfortabl amber,
“this i» your room, and you ..ll sleep
here, and you're a free boarder long as
you like, understand? Why, there'd
be no house to sleep tn i 1t wasn't for
ml!t

0ld Bill was a long time getting Into
bed. Like to a child he ssnk Into a

peacetul slumber, nir sotlened ﬂl'lf"!
In radignt dreame wandering through |
that “upper room” flled with the souls i
of thomn, however humble, who haa |
helred to make troe “Peace on earth |
good will to men.”

Cheap Cnristmas Caxe.

Dissolve a level teaspoonful of sods
In two teaspoonfuls of warm water
add half a pint of very thick cream
stir for & moment, then add half »
cuplful of New Orleans molasses, mix
theroughly, add half a pint of brown
sugar, three and a half cupfuls of sift
ed flour, through which has been
mixed a tablespoonful each of cinna
mon and a tablespoonful each ol
cloves, spice and nutmeg; add a ta
blespoonful of grape juice; stir inte
this a pound of sultana ralsins cul
into bhalves and floured, and balf a
pound of citron. DBake one and a half
hours in a moderate oven.

Cake Candles.

It you wish to place red or green
candles around your cake, take a plece
of pasteboard somewhat larger than
the cake, cover with fine white paper
sot the cake In the center; melt paraf
fin slightly, dip candles in and set
around the cake. This keeps the cake
feing whole, and there is no danger
of the candlea falling over. Little
sprigs of holly may be placed between
the candlea,

At Christmas Time.

It the mother of tho famlily is a very
busy person, and if the trimming ol
the Christmas tree seems one thing
too much, try giving the kiddies the
fun of trimming it themselves, This
of course, applles only to the children
who have grown out of the baby stage

To Hang In Guest Room.

Sleep sweet within this quiet room,
O thou, whoe'sr thou art,

And let no sad, dull yesterday
Deturb thy quiet heart,

Forget thyself and all the world,
Put out each fMlickering light.

Hin star is shining overhead,

Bright Christmas, dear—good night.

The mistletoe could tell some
funny tales bad it {he gift of

speech.

Shortest Reference to Christmas.
“December 26th—Rained all day."
This is the ghortest reference to
Christmas in any book. It is the only
entry under that date in the diary of
our old friend Robinsomn Crusoe.

More Blessed te Give.
Because you give a five-dollar bill

Is no resson why you should expect
the same.
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From two to five years old.

Perfectly acclimated.  WIill sell cheap.

Two
Percherons
and
Two
Shires
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The Store that is Headquarters for the

S. P. U. G.

(BOOIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF USELESS GIVING)
In our Large Btock of General Hardware you will find

Many Articles for Christmas

You are cordially invited to call and examine our stock

MA./ESTIC ano MONARCH
STEEL RANGES

Make the wife a present of either a Majestic or Monarch Steel Range, and you will

make her happy 365 days during the coming year, and for many years to come. We sell them.
Jall and see them.

Shindler’s Hardware
Hemingford,

Nebraska

What are You Kicking About?|

You Men who think you’re underpaid |

Sa e snane

! Don't *‘cuss’’ your luck because your pay is small. Don’t blame it on the boss. Don't
think that the reason others gct more pay is that they have more “*pull,’’ because IT ISN'T 80!

The men who get big pay are those who are TRAINED to do work that is worth it. You
have no speeial training, and you have to do work that any man with two hands can do; therefore
# your pay is small—AND YOU, ONLY, ARE TO ELAME.,
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Terms to Suit Purchaser
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Call and see them at the Wilson Barn
or write me in care of the Burlington

Hotel, Alliance.
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W. W. Buchanan

of Hyannis, Nebraska
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YOU can earn more—YOU ean work with your head instead of your hands—YOU ean give

orders instead of taking them. No matter what you do, where you live, or how old you are, the .
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International Correspondence Schoole can come TO YOU and train you for a better job,

: Mark and Mail This Coupon | FIVH ¥
g NEPY VUIE o thar :
i AR & Lo 4 Al g
i 1 t Po H P \ \ p t FHOUSAND Y Th vl .
t What Position Do You Want? USAND persans take the §
. Internationnl Correspondence Schools, Soranton, Pa. trouble to write 10 the 1LOS that 8
Please explain, withour further obligation on my part, how 1 can T
their salaries have been inereancd B
qualify for o larger salary In the position, trade, or profession, or v o -
i gain & knowledge of the subject before which I have marked X throuwh this troining, These who .:

g - Sulesmanship Blalll.-lu.ry_—l-.‘u;' — Livestock and report are but a hand-ful —tens of

Advertising Man Gas Enginee: Dairying

thousands of others are benefited

Plumbing and
Steam Fitting

~— Bteam Plant
Expert

for Every One

Engl. Branches ed, and no more money than the

i Show-Card - Auto. Running — Poultry Farming
|8 Writing — Refrigerat'n Eng | — Architecture
$ — Window Trim- ~~ Mechanical Eng | = Architeetural For 24 years the 1LC.S  have
; ming — Mech. draftsuanr Drafteman
: -~ Bookkeeper — Machine design- | — Contracting and heen training men having no edn
: - Blenographer er Bulliding
i | — Civil Serv. Exam | — Boller Designer — Concrete Con- cotion other than ability 1o read
| — Commercial Law | — Patternmaking struction )
: - Rallroad Ao- - Toolmaking - Btructural Eng. and write, no more time than the
! counting — Foundry work — Struetural _
3 | — Good English ~ Blachsmithing Draftsman odds and ends so eommonly wast
g High-Sehool — Electrical Eng — Civil Engineer ]
: Mathematics — Eleetrie lighting | — Burveying and little that eould be saved out of
— Teacher - Eleetrie wireman Mapping

R. R. Constructn small wages.
— Munleipal Eng.

- Chemist

Comm. IMustrat,
— Lettering and
Sign Painting

— Teleg. Engineer
-~ Telephone Eng.
— Agriculture

i
If you want to be a high-salar.

ied man—to be somebody \

Name .....«.
f PROVE your ambition—

Ocoupation . ....covossnansassssssansanssssnans Age .....»

House AQAress .....cocosvvsssnnssssnnsancns sasanes e e

EBmployed DY ....cocvenesassnnsnvsnnsansasans o e e mmnn:‘:

Business AJAress .....cccosrsssssnsssssssssasssssrsans
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