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AN OPEN LETTER FROM W. 8. RIDGELL
Btate of Nebraska
~ FIRE COMMISSION
e ineoln, Nebraska, July 23, 1914.

To Members of the Nehraska State
Volunteer Firemen's Association :
As you are a memby

men and in my opinion, tha success

extent on the efiieiency and co-operation of the Volunteer Fire

ments throurliout the state.
interested in redue

Presldent, George Howe, Fremont.
Socond Vies President, Jacob P. Hoffman, Ord.

Treasurer, Fred Alexander, Scotisbluf,

Board of Control: Harry Houser, Fremont, chalrman: Jacob Goeh-
ring, Beward; E. W. Parkhurst, Lexington; Ray Frost, Stan-
ton; Thomus Jéffrey, North Platte,

A department devoted Lo the interests of the volunteer firemen

Bdited by Lloyd C. Thomas, state publieity chalrman.

PUBLIOITY COMMITTEEME

Neligh-—Jay Ames,
Ord—0. P. Cromwell
Verdigre—H. H. Bruce.
Overton—James M. Pullen,
Bchuyler—F, W. Shonka, Jr.
Snyder—Geo, W, Meyers.

Stromsburg—Al Westenius,
Tilden—R. G. Whitney.

waurd names as fast as publicity man
Is appointed.

of the State Association and interested in
the upbuilding of the Volunteer Fire Department of the state, I feel

hould know what is going on in this department. .
mtm :ie(;::'tmm;_wiﬂ at all times work with the Volunteer Fire-

ng the fire waste in the state and I want to say

Seward,

- -

.

Departments are requested to for-

of this department depends to a

You as Volunteer Firemen are

§ any hesdway.

or Umite. The chemical engine was
put to use however and the fird was
oxtinguished before it had gained
But for the prompt
work of the fire department, the ale-
vator would have been a total loss.

The home of W. H. Ward at Hom-
ingZord was struck by lightning on
Wednesday, July 27. The prompt
action of the fire department saved
the residence from total des*ruction
by fire which followed the bolt.

cart race betwéen Havelock and Uni-
versity Place in which Havelock won
the 100 yard dash laying 150 feet of
hose In 13 seconds. |

A demonstration of the University
Place chemical engine was given in
which the engine was pulled 150 feet
where an Imitation house had been
built and set on fire. The chemical
ongine extinguished the flames in a
remarkably short space of time.

From the Hay Springs News, July
31! Wednesday ovening about 10
o’clock the peaceful slumbers of onr
citizens was broken by the slang of
the fre bell. The cause of the al-
arm was the discovery of fire in the
house owned by Mrs. Kubat on South
Baker St. The fire boys got out on
short notice, but soon after coupling
the hose to a hydrant south of the
track it was discovered that it would
not reach so all that could be done
was to make use of the chemicnl en-
gine in keeping the fife from spread-
Ing to adjoining bulldings. This
was done to such good advantage
that the barn, which stands about
thirty feet from where the house
stood, was saved. The house has
been occupled for a few weeks by
Mike Kadlick and family as Mrs. Ku-
bat has moved to Crete. How . the
fire originated is and will probably
rémain a mystery, as no one was in
the house when the fire was discov-
ered. We have been informed that
both house and contents were partly
avered by insurance.

The Red Cloud fire department s
figuring on arranging for funds to
bulld & hall to furnish a place for
their mestings and to eare for their

equipment. The cily is paying rent
for their. quarters at the present
time,

Plainview’s fire department siren
whistle has been installed. It is one
of the latest makes and can be heard
by all any place in that ‘bustiing 1it-
tle town.

University Place Firemen Celebrate
From Havelock Times, July 20th:

A large crowd attended the fire-
men celebration at University Place
held last Baturday afternoon, the at-
tendance being estimated at about

that the boys have co-operated with me in every way possible in the |
t 18 months and 1 realize this was done to a certain extent because |
vernor ‘Morehead had recognized the State Association of Volur.a-:fil;odmlml :m: u:‘e r:’roxrlrn was ear-
teer Firemen by appointing one of their members as the head of this| out as arranged.

department,

' v
" - . \
Vi Governor feols very f[riendly to the Volunteer Firemen of
the s'lt‘:‘t:- and I am satisfied that if nominated and reelected the fire- the Third ward fighters of Univer-

men of the state will have & strong

i There will be some very important legislation before the legisla-
ture this winter, that, we 48 volunteer firemen ave very muc}! interest-
,that you find out how lz'our cm;ldxdatearfor

egislature feel in regard to helping the fire boys with some fav-
%le‘il'eghluion. I amn, satisfled the governor will do what he can
able and just bills that may be introduced for

ed in and 1 would

to help us in any

our benefit. ; '
Let me hear from you and if you have any suggestions to make
1 would be glad to take them up with you at any time,
: Yours truly,
) W. 8, RIDGELL.

friend at the state house,

3 Anderson Motor Fire Truck for Alliance Fire Department
Above is a cut of the Anderson Motor Fire Truck like the ohe pur-
chased by the city of Alliance for the Alllance Fire Department. The truck
s manufactured by the Anderson Coupling & Fire Supply Company of

Kansas City and waa sold by the Andersen Company of Omaha by Mr. C, |

J. Andersen.

The motor and chaasis of the truck are made esspecially for the Ander-

. gon company by the Kissel Car manufacturing company and nothing but;

the Kissel chassls I8 used. The motor and chassls are of a heavier type
than the reguiar Kissel stoek cars, The balance of the car is made in

Kansas Clty, Kunsas, at the Anderson factory. '
turing the cars is looked over and attended to by Mr. 8. O. Harpsater, who |

has made this business a liie study,

The Alllance car will be equipped with Goodyear Cushion Demounia-!

Every detall of manufac-

ble tires. This tire is of dual construction, preventing the car from skid-

ding.

The car carries a chemical engine of sultable size, made of the best

Lake Superior copper, filted withe by-pass system and 200 feet of chemical

hose, This hose is placed on & reel above the chassis in place of a buket:

shown on the cut.

The car will be fully equipped with all tools, axe, erowbar, lanterns, |
extra chemicnl extinguisher charges, and also two 3-gallon hand extinguish-|

ers, a very large searoblight, aad two

front lights, one tail light, all of the

lights being lighted by electricity from storage batteries.

Sterling, Colo.,, Mesth Platte, Nebr., and other nearby departments|
have the Anderson trucks and report them very satisfactory.

Delivery will

soon be made of the mew Alllance truck and the Alliance department will
then be fully equipped for coping with any fire that comes along.

Tournament at ‘
Petersburg, Nebr., 23, 1914
Dear Lloyd:
Sometime sgo I was shosen by ou:
department as your eerresponden
. ::: up until un:‘ tl? :‘::‘ndm
4 anything that any
reéal interest to fireman happen here.
At our last regular meeting, howev-
er, it was decided to have a firemen's
tournament here.
~ To begin with, the department
met in regular sesslon with Chair-
man Score presiding. After the op-
aning of the meecting and some dis-
cusslon of minor matters our chair-
MmAan tendered his resignation. This
_was accepled. Louls Yokea was
 chosen to A1l his place
L‘ Following this Okief Anderson
I

_ ealied for his diploma, which wus
| granled. Joe Julick cslled for his

which was nll"mnud.
parties re-enlisting nder the
of pew business a towrnament

was proposed and a commitiee ap-
pointed to investigate and see if the
people of this town were willing to
carry It through. At
the comamittee has reported most fa-
vorably and preparations are mnow
beginning to care for the biggest
tournament and baseball meet in
this neck of the woods ever held.
Committees are nlt worlt.. lll:‘ .ll:lu S
partments preparing to hold t ig
evenl. The dates set are August 27,
28 and 29—three big days. There
will be something doing all the time.
Ludwig, of Hose Co. No. 1,
Petersburg, Nebr.

schuyler

Departunent
Tuesday evening at a little before

6, the elevator located on the .
ranch just east of town was st :
by lightning. The fire alarm was|
sounded and the department ro-;
sponded very guickly only to discov-
er that the fire was beyond the "‘-i

of welcome was delivered by

against time,

this writing |

de-

|
Naves Elevator

4,000. It was said to have been the
largest crowd entertained by our
neighboring city in many years. The
entertainment was all that had been

The fire departments competing in
the various events were the Have-
lock and Bethany departments and

Bity Place. The program for the day
opened promptly at 1:30 with a big
street parade, headed by the mayor

of the Methodist city, city officials
and business men in automobiles,

firemen and fire apparatus

and a
thirty plece band. The band

Was

composed of members of the Wesley-
an university and

the University
Place high school bands.

Following the parade an addreas
the
mayor of the eity.

For a time the crowd was enter-
tained by a hose wagon run made
The run was of §00
feet attaching hose to hydrant and
the best time made was 42 seconds.
Boys under 12 years of age engaged
in a fifty yard dash, which was won
by Dallas Johnson. The hook and
ladder company gave an exhibitlon
in which thq ladders were placed
high into the alr and ladder climb-
ers ran nimbly up and perched them-
selves at the top.

Bethany and University Place en-
gaged in & hose cart race of a 100
yard dash, laying 160 feet of hose in
which University Place won In 36
seconds,

The hose race between boys of 14
yeara of age representing the First
and Third wards of University Place,
furnished good entertainment. The
boys were given garden hose, placed
them to hydrants and extinguished
a fita which had been bullt in the
street. The contest was won by the
First ward boys.

The 400 yard relay race was won
by Havelock in 47 seconds. Have-
lock and University Place each en-
tered four men.

A twenty minute water fight be-
tween Havelock and University
Place was declded to be a draw. A
barrel was placed half way between
the contésting nozzlemen and the
contest was to see which could with
a plream of water force the barrel
over the line., The prize money for
this event was equally divided.

At the close of the contests the
firemen gathered at the engine house
and enjoyed a watermelon feast. In
the evening a lawn social was glven
on the Brodball lawn and the band
furnished muslie,

The University Place firemen have
signified their intentions of being
present at the Gala Days celebration
on August 14 and 15, and partici-
pate in the Aremen’s contest.

_ —

FIRE! FIRE!
ATTENTION, FIREMEN!

Whenever yonr eity is in
the market for Fire Hose or
Equipment, you should at
once write us, as it will be to

your advantage,

. Also hear in mind that we
sell Hand Extinguishers for
automobiles, private houses,
lumber yards and sehools.

ANDERSEN COMPANY
1115 Farnam St.,
OMAHA, NEBR.

—

Firemuen Celebrate Jointly
From the North Platte Tribune:

The local fire department and the
department from Lexington held a
joint pienie at the points Sunday and
they all report a fine time. About
thirty-five firemen from Lexingtan
attended and In all there were near-
ly one hundred in the erowd. The
commissary wagon left in the morn-
ing for the points; during the fere-
noon several hay rack loads of fire-
men and thelr guests went out.

A big feed was served at noon and
another in the evening, to which all
did ample justice. During tne day
refreshments were on tap and sever-

The first real contest was a hou'

in the score of 11 to 7'in favor of
North Platte. It took eleven Inn-
Inga to declde the game the score
standing 7 to 7 at the end of the
ninth Inning.

The Fullerton Department had a
hard fight recently when the slectric
light company plant caught on fire.
The quick work of the department
was successful In saving the plant.

From the Fremont Herald:

The Fremont auto  truck again
demonstrated ite greaft value to the
city when on Monday evening it was
called to the artificial ice plant of the
Fremont Ice and S8and Company, and
qulckly squelched a fire that for a
few minutes threatened to consume
the building. The damage amount-
ed to about $160.

Kearney Department Ranks High
From the Kearney Hub:

In the insurance reports of the
state of Nebraska just issued, Kear-
ney is shown as ranking the highest
of any volunteer department town In
the entire state. The volunteer de-
partments have beo:! doing good
work over the entire state, but the
Kearney department is especlally
commended for their effective work,
The losses in this city compared to
the number of fires, is the lowest
percentage of any city. e _

Especially since the purchasing of
the automobile fire truek has the de-
partment been able to make quick
work of extinguishing fires, bu* a
short interval being necessary after
the alarm Is turned in until the de-
partment is on the scene and a good
stream of water is playing on the
fire. A great deal of experimenting
by the councll and the water ecom-
missioner, in order to obtain an ef-
ficient system of alarms and a suf-
ficient pressure of water, has finally
put the present system to a high
point of efliciency.

With the electric gongs warning
the driver, the fire boys sleeping in
the truck quarters and the water
works, everyone I8 on the job at the
same time, and sufficient water pres-
sure has been obtalned to throw a
strong stream when the faucets are
first turned on. The work of the de-
partment and the thought and ener-
By of the ¢ty officials have done
much to make this the highest rank-
Ing fire prevention town in the state.

A large number of special agents
have had occasfon to visit this city
the past few weeks, and there ars
none who are not loud in their prais-
e8 of the department and its work,
when talking to the local represcnt-
alives, with the result that incurance
is more readily granted hers« than
possibly in any other Nebraska to-n
with a volunteer department.

Aurora Department Heorganized
From the Aurora Republican:

The Aurora fire department has
taken on a new lease of life. The
membership has recently been In-

creased to 60 and the boys are per-
fecting themselves by frequent prac-
tice runs in the use of their appara-
tus. The two hose companies gave a
very pretty exhibition last Thursday
evening, each running one block on
the east and west sides of the square
respectively and throwing water, The
performance will probably be repeat-
ed this evening.

The boys will reorganize the hose
companles with elghteen men each,
leaving twenty-four for a hook and

al entertainment features were pull-
ed off. Among the entertainment !
features was a ball game between!
the North Platte department team |
and the Lexington team. It renultedl

ladder company which will bhe form-
ed if the city counell can see its way
clear to furnish the necessary equip-

4

hose, nozzles, lantern racks, ropes,
axes and other articles necessary te
put the department in good Aghting
trim. It (s probable that a move
ment will be started later for thée
construction of a city hall and en
gine house where the carts and
equipment may be given proper care,
The department has rendered an ex-
cellent account of itself whenever
called out, in spite of the fact that it
hag had very little encouragemend
from the general public. With its In-
ereased membership and proper
equipment it should become one eof
the strongest volunteer fire fighting
organizations in the state,

The following old members, many
of whom have seen years of service,
wHl remain with the reorganized de-
partment: Fred uhn, 1. A. DeWat-
ers, R. M. Mitohell, A. E. Houser,
Carl Travis, Frank Coykendall, Fred

|Jefters, John Powell, J. H. Grosvag-

or, H. B. Bogardus, Oscar Oberg,
Walter Wilkins, George H. Houser,
John McAllister.

New members: Harry Bims, C. B.
Moss, R. W. Nowlin, W. C, Mower,
M. J. McDougall, W. H. Kellermeier,
Charles Wentz, Fred Beltner, H. B,
Grosvenor, George A, Ross, W. 8.
Collins, T. C. Larimer, Harry Stew-
art, A. W. Applebee, J. J. Tryner,
“Doc” McCoy, E. 8. Munson, Steve
Powell, Ralph Davidson, Ernest Be-
atty, John Quinn, John Cassell, Fred
Stewart, Charles Bertz, George BN-
linton, H. Hutsell, George Bahn, Low
Blue, Guy Brown, Wailter Spray, M.
J. Rathman, H. J. Hansen, L. Gros-
venor, C. W. Stokesbary, 0. L. Hick-
erson, H. Grosshans, A. M, Hiett,
Jack Maxfield, Ed L. Hedges, M.
Larson, H. E. Toof, C. Otto, Guy
Huffman, Joe Gilson, L. Baldwin.

E. A. DeWaters is chief of the de-
partment with Oscar Oberg presi-
dent, George Houser secretary and
Fred Kuhn treasurer, W, H. Keller-
meler, the new manager for the Aur-
ora Lumber Company, is- a veteram
fireman who has seen service at Sew-
ard, Talmage and other places, and
he is lending valuable assistance im
the work of reorganization.

lce Plant Destroyed by Fire

Guide Rock, Nebr., Jply 25—Fire
of unknown origin destroyed the ioe
plant at the rear of Fred Watt's
mept market this afternoon. The
lo£g “was approximately $8,000, with
half that amount of insurance.

The chemiral truck of the Red
Cloud department was loaded on &
freight car, but the fire was undér
control before the train left Red
Cloud and the call for help was with-
drawn. Many people came from
neighboring towns in automobiles e
walch the fire. :

Ed Cady, owner of a notion store
a4 short distance from the ice plant,
suffered some loss when his stoek

was carried to the streot when his
bullding was In danger from tihe
flames,

$£05,000 Fire at Grand Tsland

The dry zoods store of P. Martim
& Brother at Grand Island was com-
pletely gutteu by fire on July 21. The
bullding occupied by the store, 86x
132 feet, was almost totally deatroy-
ed. The total loss to all was est-
mated at $95,000, partially insured.
All of the city’s equipment was used
on the fire which was put out after
several hours severe fighting.

The Spalding department is plan-
n‘ng on a three-days celebraties

soon. Thelir plans will be announe-
ed later.

The plant of the Argosy at Ansley

ment. A petition will be presented
to the council soon for additional

Ilosn of §5,000.

was destroyed by fire recently with a

]

ped with chemleal engine.
|

1115 Farnan Street

Cities and towns in Nebrasks now equipped with motor a
Kearney, North Platte, and Alllance. We sold all but two of these cities.

We ask all firemen interested to send to us for catalog.

No élu, town, or village can afford to be without a chemicsal engine of some kind.

Our chemical equipment Is acknowledged to be the best in the market.
atus as shown on above cut, in any size tank.

pparatus are Omaha, Lincoln, Fremont, Columbus, Gmad Island,

We are pleased to write you at all times.

Andersen Company

We sell the Anderson Motor Truek, equip-

For towns and villages, we build hand-dreaws appar-

Omaha, Nebraska




