RURAL SCHOOLS AND THE
SPIRIT OF CO-OPERATION

Interesting Article Taken From July Number of
Carlson’s Rural Review—Co-operation Necessary
in Conduct of America's Rural Schools.

(By G. L. Carlson)

It is characteristic of the Ameri- of age who cannot recall many such
san people to want to do unnatural&cts. It is known to all older per-
things. If they are filled with the|sons that cooperation was the rule in
spirit of progress, they will attempt thie country during Its early devel-
to force progress. If they believe |Opment, Just as it is now the excep-
cooperation will prove helpful to|tion.
them, cooperation will be forced to| It may be sald, then, that our elv-
the limit, only to find later that|ilization has something in it that is
something has been left undone; or|destructive of the apirit of coopera-
ts wanting, to make cooperation & |tion. What this is should be of in-
success. If reform of any kind be-|terest to all who are interested in

somes the popular thing, all are in a
hurry to institute the reform, never
seriously thinking about the funda-
mental principles Involved, or that

any phase of cooperation. It will,
more likely than not, be found that
there are several forces at work, all
more or less destructive of the spirit

which makes the reform so desira-
Ble. It is this want of serious thot,
the want of careful Iinvestigation,
enuging us to jump from one extreme
to the other that makes real prog-
ress so glow and uncertain in this
sountry.

Just at present we are more or
less mad about cooperation. We send
eommissions to Europe to study co-
eperation as practiced in various
countries there. These commissions
find that cooperation is a success in
Europe: they return to their homes
and talk of its many advantages to a
sommunity of producers, and recom-
mend it to their fellows and neigh-
bors. Being more or less in dis-
treas, like the drowning man grasp-
ing at strawa, we jump into coopera-
tion, but we satill fall to cooperate.
It is easy for most Europeans 1o grew up where there was no need of
work together and cooperate in allilhem. and the surrounding country
their activities; It is a most difficult | hae been Laxed in one way or anoth-
task to find a community of farmers er to support these towns. Every
in this country who will cooperate producer has been made to feel this,
in anything. Why? We are all|to realize that to a very large extent

of cooperation.

One of these forces is the city. In
no other country has the city been
developed along the same lines as in
this. In other countries cities have
been the result of natural growth,
just as the country districts support-
ing them have developed. In other
countries the cities have developed
because there was a place and a need
for them in the economics of the
country, while here they have pre-
ceded the rural development. Let
‘a rallroad build thru a pew and un-
seitled section of this country and
towns will epring up as If by magie,
waiting an opportunity to harvest
the harvester, even before the sod is
broken. This Is now and has been
‘true of the settlement of all western
sections of this country. Towns
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Figure 2, Map of same county showing school districts organized on a
plan that Increases the average size of districts, and reduces the average
walking distance. This plan gives to each nine sectlons, with the bound-
aries running thru the center of the sections.

country folks. The wants of the! Quite often we hear a person say
rural communities are now bettorllhul cooperation |8 very popular in
supplied than ever before, but the rural FEurope, and they cannot un-
fact remains that the most vital derstand why it I8 so different here.
needs of a people have not been sup- Such persons fail to sec the underly-
plied by the towns, such as a whole-| Ing principles involved, causing Eur-
some social condition, education and opeans to favor cooperation while
the llke. ‘The amusements, if nany, we oppose it. In Europe most farm-
have been such as would yield a prof-| ers do not live on thelr land, but in
it to those who controlled them. It rural villages. In these rural cen-
never occurred to those responsible ters every want and need of the
for community growth, that whole-' community life can be supplied. The
sSOmMe amusements were as nacenaryllchool. church (one mind you, and
to a community us a water supply or | not several), bank, store amuse-
fire protection. Instead of being & ments, and every other community
community matter, and placed upon| nead will be found in this village. It
a free community basis, amusements I8 not necessary for a person in this
have been sold as other commodities community to leave it for anything

ricta thruout the state, It will be
noticed that in some of the smallest
digtricts some of the children are
compelled to walk three miles. There
is every reason to belleve that the
men responsible for sueh school dis-
tricts had no conceaption of child val«
ue, and rather belleved that land is
more valuable than the future eitis-
ensg of our state

Figure 2 will show the same coun-
Ly organized according to a system.
This gives nine sections to a distriet,
and in no ense will & ¢hild have to
wanlk quite two miles. Such an or-
ganization of a ecounty into school
districts makes the districts smaller
than necessary, since it I8 poasible to
give each district 16 sections without
inereaning the average walking dis-
tance. In figure 2 the distriet boun-
daries are made up of center-section
lines, Instead of mection lines as at
present. This does away with the
necesaity of sending children to dif-
ferent schools who live but 100 feet
apart, and with only a roadway be-
tween them. This system of organ-
izing districts makes for economy,
since, including the towns, it makes
64 districts do the work of 82 as at
present organized.

The difference belween our pres-
ent want of any system, and the sys-
tem shown at figure 2 will be the
better understood If the reader will
study and carefully compare fixures
3 and 4. At figure 3 may be seen
the ordinary four-section distriet,
guch ne is the rule In lows under the
township-unit plan which is in force
there. In all such districts the sec-
tion line, or highway, Is the district
or sub-district boundary, and the
children living on the two sides of
the highway must attend different

™ compured with the plan in presest
use. Under our present plan
district requires 128 acres to give
the necessary roads, while under
plan as shown (n figure & but 88,
neres are required o glve It a com-
plete and nearly perfect road
tem. This saving would give te
district a froe farm of 39.2 acres for
educational purposes. Not only hawe
our school diatricts been organised
without purpose, but our roads have
all been built for the express pue
pose of taking us away from owr
community centers, rather than to
them. Every scheme of governmenst
In this country (s against the best
rural community life, and In faver
of the larger cities. All roads =are
built for the sole purpose of

farmers to visit the towns and

their money there. There has mev-
or before been printed a plan o
scheme of developing rural centess
along sclentific lines. In fact, vesy
little thot has been given the subjest.
The one great big scheme of Ameni~
ca I8 to devise plans for

producers to part with thelr money.
No thot has been given concerning
the citizen of the future, and in this
fuet we find the answer to the ot
repented question, why do we malbe
progress so slowly?

Let us make a careful study eof
fAgure 5 before we lay it aside. Let
us suppose such a rural distriet es-
Isted In Nebraska or any other Am-
erican state, consisting as this does
of 16 sections and having a similar
road scheme. Then let us suppose
this district owned 40 acres of land
upon which the school was founded;
that it owned a few cholce individ-
unls of the varlous breeds of live-
stock nesded In the district; that éa

; rensary to the i o,
agreed that cooperation is a mighty [the town was waiting for his crop, "?T;:'dchurch. too, must bear Its :lh.ir. eou];t.ry our mﬂ":;z ::y.rl;:
m:s:gngsio;;hm altlls:sgz.l‘nd?ay | :l;: lllll."e\r:bﬁg;eml:ﬂ:":‘z;ﬂ :ﬁ:i‘l;; :hnm of the fn:lura to&e;ulop nhlph; :uen;ulhnrllemnl ha\rra been lo“::ltl-
’ = . t of cooperation, en chure uted that one is often compe to
eult thing to do to find any conulder-:lm-m off a train, only to me.e:l nwai:-. people qup:rrel over such trifling go long distances to lupplyphlmulr
able number of farmers ";1 & mm&'“’: ready to show him a “vacant”|mutters as the amount of water to be| with many wants, and those vital to
i Wy s ifvecos " T s Samie Mo T (| S, bogtims, ' there " el o comemanic. s e (b e i
. g ' chance of getting them together ;
the people of F“WP@ as compared pay extortionate rates and prices for|the larger fields of cooperation. Just! The rural school In this country
::l:atg‘l’;s ;::a. th’zgeﬁ“ :lnlltlr:tren:: :\lrl;f!flhh;n:olmdll&odn:mllﬁ I: :::p?('l. to thel exl;nl gll lhel:g;i.r‘i’t Iof co- I.:;;.‘l:m:‘mnre to d&;nn 'dzt.ro:;’ns the
’ ' ' d, operation has been neg N our coopera else.
of "::":t °:0:“::i‘:_° °:hig:"£$':m ;:_::::“o’o: c‘:::er‘::‘l‘;nh::u":: g{m U;; lcp;eme of civilization, just to that Ourt:ur.il ;choolll hlli;e no;gr been in
acco . xtent the ve t interest | touch with rura e, ey teach
something more fundamental, .more!tha time his last dollar had been tak- r“ ?ﬂo chu,ﬂ?ﬂfd h:" cl’::l'rchn:ork. eity ideals rather than the I;eall of
:::::‘";;’n n:;e:.?mmglnmt‘ti:!: 'u:_ir‘:c‘:“{‘t;l‘"“,lf;::‘ t:;:‘ FEETay S Bl e Eter{ tmlnitllter lnh Am;;lca who tlll; comlra and t‘t:oral ol'len th:n
: ' ' speaks frankly on the subject says otherw e teacher is from the
e et s el coopirdtiv Lob 1A oty e o Ko L. A thaTik et 4 s sy ke Wew ) sipoy. 38
principles and activities, It shall be | often than otherwise they have been | {)[:?::en.[ |au :h?r:l:‘ :or:-:_ mf]:!:]e.. mg training rural youth tf. ,bo ;Tmtl‘:-
the purpose of this article to investi- [ bullt in the very worst place for such | Protestant churches can bury their|fied with rural life. Not a single
gate, and, if possible, to learn why|service. Instead of having been lo-/ gmall differences and get together in|text book used in the rural schools
D e o emmention e T he oot os (e bt il Whacuork toe baticing Remaaity:|of (hia canatey i 12 Bermens _wih
a ot will a ed together, e Tura N Ye we Lhen —
it may be well to inquire if there|they have been located with a view pegyple are fast losing cosnlldence in| to even expect our y:tnth to develop [RI.
is not something in our civilization|to enriching someone by the sale of |4 religion, the philosophy of which! in harmony with their surroundings,|schools. In all such districts child-| this center there was not only an &g
that is destructive of the spirit of co-|lown lots. It is anything and every- jg go little understood that no two|or that a spirit of cooperation could |ren must walk up to two miles te|ricultural high school, but a chureh,
eperation? It may not be improper |thing but service to a community | persons can agree concerning it. be developed under such circum-|reach the school house. At figure 4 bank, store; :Jh.u for whileseme
to ask whether or not society is so|that is responsible for the existence| The development of the prairie|stances? Man is largely what he is|may be seen a nine-section district|amusements where every oesl-
instituted in this country that self-|of the modern American town. Serv-| gtates has had something to do In de-| by reason of environment and train-|the boundaries running thru the cen-|omic and social want of the commume
jshness has been developed at the ex-|ice I8 never thot of, unless It be serv-|giroying the spirit of cooperation. In|ing. If we place him in an environ-{ter of the section. This gives two ity could be suppiled. Does any one
pense of helpfulness? It cannot be|ice which will enrich a few at the gettling and developing the timber|ment where the air he breathes nour-|and one-fourth more area, or land|doubt that a healthy spirit of eoop~
sald that the American, as such, is|expense of the many, CWW"“"“'MUQM. progress was very slow. It|ishes his inherent selfishness, and|for taxation to support th eschool,|eration would develop under swelh
inherently more selfish than other|can never be successfully bullt on|required years to clear a small farm |then train him for self and to doubt|and yet no child has to walk any far-|conditions? Again, does anyone Be-
peoples, especially If we take him as|such a foundation. of ite timber growth, and much of |the honesty and sincerity of others,|ther than in the four-section distriet|lleve for a minute that in such =
ke was in this country fifty or more The modern American town does|the work was of a nature that re-|there will be small chance of devei-|with the boundaries in the highways. | community, snd under such comdi-
YOArs AEO. not as a rule serve the district in|guired more than one man to do it|oping a spirit of cooperation. By such a system of organizing|tions, there would ever be any &if-
In the early settlement of this| Which it*is located at all, but rather|gyccessfully. The development of| Of all the stupid things the Amer-|school districts two important things| ficulty in keeping the
eountry, without reference to the compels the surrounding country to|the prairie regions was ensy by com-|lcan has done, he has never done|are accomplished, a lower per capita|young peeple in the countr yas farm-
section in which settlement and de-|serve {t. The average town has had | parison. Men began to do things on|anything quite so stupid as in the|cost, and the firast step toward a so-|ers? Is mot the future of agriesl-
velopment were in operation, the but one motive for its existence, that |y |arger scale, and the advent of the |organization of our rural school dis-lcial center and cooperation. ture worth a lttle of our time fors
B o e T s oot s, e Hoies, Shinaey whs _Mioeed e, N o v =
n eve and. e : " | made it 88 or one man to do|schoo ricts orgn o de-
:'inhadrfo build a house, the neigh-|ity. These producers have been|azs much I:: courd be done by several | feal the purpose for w‘hu‘h they were
®ors would unite and build the house | charged the last cent for which they|in a country covered by timber. This|organized so well as they now do in
developed a spirit of Independence the way we have organized them.
™ ase  maw that has been neither good for the | The chief purpose of organizing a
3 a1 "{—.T;TT—T. I3 individual nor the community. While | school district is to serve the largest
Tl Tt et many farmers boast of their Inde-| number al the lowest cost in money
11184 .‘r: g a=pape e 1.7 pendence, their independence is ap-|and effort, and yet we have reversed
' 1 e m‘{’f. parent and not real. There is not a|this principle and organized our rur-
iy, Y = ‘:*' 7 : class of persons so dependent upon|al school districts to serve the small- [ty e
- AR TR others, in this or any other country,|est possible number, at the highest
- r‘ - ; 3 Dadd fs as the farmres of this country. Up/|possible cost in both money and ef-
por 6N BR A SR Y 2 AR to within the past two years, there|fort. All thru Nebraska, as well as
- 1 - T B S B B was nothing the farmer could delin every other state, we will see g
ool A bl fi*__ i (A fadl IR without the help of others. Every|children living within 100 feet of
M leleislatolele]s] article of necessity to him was made| each other, and only a road between
- i F 153 b’" by someone else, and sold to him by|them, and the two sels of children
~i el L R AN still another. He has had no voice|attending different schools. If child-
o) el ellen e iw]e -‘! | ¢ in the price at which he has sold his|ren that are neighbors and chums E
B4 24 B8 ot BA 1 PO By 01 own produet. He has had no voiece|are not permitted to attend the same
d 1.2 &+ 1. in the price charged him for all he|school, how in the name of common
- rfeisic]-} 3 Rkt b bd £ has had to buy. Iie has been financ-|sense is the spirit of cooperation to
ey seeaE RS TREE LR ed by others when he needed more|be developed in them? /G
B bivf“ P o VZ capital, and he has pald the interest| Why so little intelligence has been
onnd e lbvd S B4 & rate charged him, willingly or wun-|exercised in the organization of our
o :J ; 1 ¢ ! 4 willingly it mattered not. In our|rural school districts we have no way
sdie]s ]| e E. 4 [ o] e «lale system of economics he has been|of knowing. That there has been e e
- - S s SR I what the ehild Is in our family sys-| no Intelligence used In this work will
St el Pl Tt __’i__‘ P tem-—always subject to a higher will | be plainly evident If & study of fig-
PR e S & Fe P i ATt with no right to voice an opinion of |ure 1 of this article he made. This
T T his own. This is anything but in-|figure represents the school districts
6 B4 BAS NRNba FA RS B RN dependence, yet the farmer has been!of Madison county, Nebraska, and
e | o ’I_ .L.ftt' -f?;"k: | #1 made to belleve that he was the|differs | nno essential from the man-
Ny Py BN § RIS k:} ‘.h 3?2-(: ; most Independent of characters. ner of organizing rural school dist-
- L ri I_ - - : | ;‘ Ir -
G ek IR AR 5. Map of ideal rural JR
D2 .”.i'.t.‘.‘ mﬂl mumm Jﬁ:
i RN T T e . : survey system, un
- ool district of Madison county, Nebr. Note the uneven cludes 18 sections with a maximom Mo
‘“F‘lfnmmlwﬁcmh of mm, districts. Also the fact that in some of the than two miles. In such & district bl
smaller districts some of the pupils must walk nearly three miles. In no mum, with service u Road cost also reduced, besides alding s
district has any consideration been given the saving of time and cash. z / the soclal center idea by making the center of the district easily aml
quickly .ccudhle.‘::d doing away ﬁ&muﬂ-mmﬂ ln;“
the school. Under present system acres are occupled roads,
for him. It was the same If the|will stand on all their purchases; while under the above system it req ulres but 88.8 acres to give the disd-
peed was for & barn, 8 new fleld to|they have been made to pay an In- rict & perfect road systes, a suflicie ut saving to give the district 308
be cleared, or & crop to be harvest-|terest rate that no productive indus- acres for educational use.
ed. Very few things of any Im-(try can live under; and if the town 1 - o
portance were done by one man dur-|chanced to be a county seat many
ng the early development of all sec-|political schemes were incubated, re- At figure § an ideal rural school |study of this subject? Is not the fa-
¢ions of this country. If a thing of [sulting in high taxes but giving no distriet Is shown. The writer has|ture rural citizen worth more tham
{mportance, or one requiring much|adequate service in return. As an seen scores of similar districts in|the land required to develop him#
fabor, was to be done, all able-bodied | illustration of what is meant by this Europe and also in Costa Riea. This|If these two questions are to be giv-
men in the community turned out to|last sentence, thousands of dollars has been changed in the drawing on-|en 4 negative answer, Wwe DAY &8
do it. The writer has in mind alhave been spent by counties for ly to the extent that It might con-|well cease all effort toward perfeet~
time before the elvil war, when the|bridges, and yet some of these coun- ’f /2 form to our system of surveys. In|ing a better and higher ecivilizatiom.
home of & family in southeastern Io-|ties have not a safe bridge inside Europe there are few stralght roads, | By the use of proper Intelligenes,
wa was destroyed by fire. Smoke l‘hﬂir uhoumlilarlzs. l-;x::nm §3,000 tto most of ttlmm rc{{!l:):ln; curves ntl}:r ut:? svsmg:ocounty o:.;lxiuteu tows~
8 from the burned re-| §6.000 eac as en espent for than angles. th our rectangular|ships can reorgani nto thirty-
:::.Tn'sutlyll’ :;;i?shama when the entire|thousands of steel bridges that have system of surveye, roads are more | six school districis, each sc organis-
peighborhood for miles around turn-|little or no value, while half the often straight than otherwise. Fig-|ed that it would develop its own cem=
ed out to build & new home for this| money would have bullt & re-infore- ure 5 was drawn to represent a six-|ter, and in which the average walk-
¢amily. In three days the family|ed concrete structure that would en- teen-soction ulstrict, with the sehool | ing distance for puplls would be less
was nicely located in its new home,|dure for agea. Figure 3. Map of sub-district unde r Iowa plan. This gives four sections | in the center, and all roads built for|than under the present plan. BHush
little the worse for its loss. There| Towns and cities are now doing|to each school, with » maximum wal king distance of two miles. This Is|the one purpose of reaching this|a plan would be in the direction of
are few persons living in this eoun-|more to bring about a betler under-| the most expensive system evor devis ed, and one thsat gives the poorest|center in the shortest possible dis- Gontineed 3 .
try that are now fifty or more years| standing between thelr own and|service. Boundary lines lu center of roads, tance. This plan saves $9.2 acres (Continued on Page Four.




