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CHAPTER X|V-~Oontinued.
Jack steps upon the platform of the
car adjoining that which constitules

the rear of the train. He s bent upon
flnding out just how matters stand,
s0 Lhat should the expedition proceed,
giving evidence that no suspicion of
the danger ahead has entered Into
the caleculations of the esoldliers, he
may be able to carry cut a bright
thought which has entered his head,

“I belleve it can be done without a
doubt"” Jack mutters, after bending
down and making a hasty examination
of the connection between the two
cosches,

“The same thing has been accom-
vlithed on numerous ocecaslons. Rall-
road men In your country call it
‘making a fiying switeh,”” says Smith-
ers, almost in his ear—8mithers who
seeme to have [ntultively guessed
what Jack’s bright thought has been,
and indeed must have been figuring
himself on the same thing.

“Sbke, there 18 room enough for all
of us to cling to the end of the other
coch at the time we separate. The
only danger will be the chance of dis-
covery on the part of the soldiers.”

“Well, gir, in that we are lucky.
Note the fact that tents and a certain
amount of luggage have been plled up
#t this end of the car.”

“Yes, you are right.”

“It mot only serves to darken the
platform in a degree, but will, 1 be-
lieve, prevent any of the men from
noticing that the last coach s cut
off.,”

“Then let us pray that luek will fol-
low us, If it wasn't for that prom-
lsg——""

“Ah, sir, If T hadn't the utmost faith
in your word of honor, I never would
heve betrayed their secret—no, not
even to save the ladies. But no more
on that subject, piease, We are here,
and our work is cut out for us. It re-
maing to be seen what Anglo-Saxon
wit ean accomplish against the min-
fons of Spanish tyranny."

Bold words these to be uttered, even
in @ whisper; within sight of several
kundred Spanish soldiers, who would
tear the speaker limb from limb did
they but overhear.

“Look, the conference is over."

Travers has kept one eye upon the
group of officers all the while, and
when he sees them separate he knows
the subject that has been debated be-
tween them s settied,

Ak, the officers hasten to the train.
Will they order the men to turn out,
or make themselves comfortable for
the night, since further progress has
been abandoned?

Alas! this is just what they do not
carry out. Ipstead, loud orders in
Spanish of “All aboard!" are heard,
and the soldlers can be seen scram-
bling to enter the cars.

Thas the station platform, which
but a minute before bustled with life,
appears empty and almost forsaken.

Tho man In charge of the train
glances up and down, and seeing
everything in readiness, waves hils
arms.

An immediate response comes from
the engine in the way of a shrill
shriek—then Is heard a puffing sdund,
the long train begins to move—they
are off!

And the bridge at which the fearful

“Now!" he cries hoarsely.

disaster is planned to take place lies
just elght miles beyond.

Jack knows they are now reduced
to this dernier ressort. Should it fail,
in all probability they will be In at
the death, If they can find any satis-
faction in that thought.

Smithers has learned one thing that
may bhave a bearing on the question.
This refers to the train guard who an-
swered the questions of Don Roblado.

This Spaniard has leaped into a
compartment of the rear coach while
the train was in motion—the section

nearest the platform upon which
stand, or, rather, crouch, the three
friends. Thus it s settled that they

have someone to look after, and who
must not be forgotten In the grand cil
max, lest he be the means of over-
whelming them with disaster,

The speed Increases, At this rate
they will not be more than balf an
hour, perhaps only twenty minutes, In
reaching the fatal spot.

Jack and Bmithers talk 1t over In
quick sentences, while Ah Sin stands
ready to #s sust whatever he s bid-
den. No danger of thelr belng over.
heard out there, with the rattle of the
cars and the clang of the wheels over
the ralls.

One thing favors thelr plans—the
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night Bas swooped down upon them
with black pinlons, And so Intense has
the gloom become In this mountalnous
region that but for the lights siream-
ing from the car windows it would be
Imposgible .to see the length of half
the train,

Jack pointz to the horizon, where
some low-lying clouds are tinged with
a glow,

“Poselbly we are near the camp
fires along the trocha.,” he remarks,
at which the other says, with grim
SArcensm:

#'1 would be more Inclined to believe
that Is the handwriting of Maceo on
the sky."

"Oh, more caneflelds destroyed.
This ia a sad day for poor Cuba, throt-
tled on both sides. But we must be
halfway there, Smithers.”

“At least that. A few more milea
and the blow will fall, To work, then.”

“Look ahead. We are just descend-
ing a low grade. Beyond appears a
gentle ascent, It Is here we must sink
or swim, Everything is planned, If
the execution turn out as well, we
need have no cause for complaint. Let
ug change quarters.”

This Is readlly done, and In a very
brief space of time they find them-
selves clinging to the ledge at the ex-
treme forward end of the rear coach,
Jack is on his knees groping for the
coupling pin that holds the two ve
hicles together. If they walt until
the ascent beging, no single man's
strength may drag it out, because at
that time the strain will be wholly
upon it, Smithers |8 on the wateh.

“Now!" he cries, hoarsely, as they
reach the bottom of the descent and
begin to run along a very limited level
stretch, with the rise close at hand,

Jack half rises from his erouching
position; he has given a tremendous
try, and I8 now seen to hold something
in his hand.

“It Is done™
fron pin
night.

Almost Immediately the car beginas
to drop behind; a gap appears that
quickly widens, and the military train
sperds on toward doom, leaving them
behind.

he says, tossing the
into the darkness of the

CHAPTER XV.

A Little Affair Concerning Senor Rob-
lado and the Guard.

It 1=, a8 may be naturally supposed,
a4 minute of intense suspense. Wheth-
er they will suceeed In thelr desper-
ate enterprise depends on the perfect
alignment of numerous facts, each
bearing on the others.

At the same time, our three friends
do not forget to act.

As the carriage, upon the forward
end of which they cling so desperate-
ly, decreases its speed, thelr eyes are
not wholly taken up with watching
the train draw ahead.

The business has been shrewdly,
though Hurrledly, planned. and each
one of the trio has his work lald out
for him.

Thus, Ah Sin, having secured a
spare coupling pin that lay upon the
platform of the last car of the retreat-
ing train, only waits for the lone car
rlage to about come to a stand, when
he intends leaping to the ground and
placing this plece of iron behind one
of the wheels, 8o as to prevent any
backward movement when the mo-
mentum already acquired shall. have
ceased.

Smithers has In mind the guard in
the nearest compartment.

That rallway man, accustomed to
the different motions of a carriage,
will epeedily know by Instinet that
the rear carriage is traveling along
on its Individual responsibility, and as
this is a freak hardly within the or-
dinary repertoire of tralling cars in
general, involving conslderable dan-
ger in its way, like a faithful employe
he will be likely to show some desire
for an investigation.

This I8 what interests Smithers,

Should the guard discover that they
are belng deserted by the train he will
naturally give tongue and endeavor by
all means (o attract attention to the
fact, not knowing, of eourse, what a
beneficent fate it is that has thus
guarded his Interests, for he can be
aware of no danger ahead.

Possibly the volce of a single man,
no matter how resonant, may not be
heard al.ove the rattle and roar of a
train under full speed, and especiully
by the passengers.

Bmithers does not mean that he
shall have the opportunity to try.
There are other times and places more
propitions for testing the resounding
qualities of & man’'s lung capaeity, and
ainece it copecerns their fortunes acute-
ly, tha detective is bound to throw his
influence against it

Thus he begins to make his way in
the direction of the guard's door.

Smithers has already discovered one
thing of interest. There Is a light in
the end section of the carringe where
nll was dark at the las!t station,

Possibly the fellow has lighted a
'amp In order to read, or it may be to
hetter nccomplish his regular dutles,
f a guard on & traln out of Havana
may beé supposed to have any such.

At any rate, this fact sults Smith-
ors (0 & dot, as he may now discaver
vhat course to take, and can in his
awn way intimidate the rallway man.

Onece hls feet have found the plank,
and he no longer has any difficulty,

Half & dozen times his hands seek
n new hold, npd them Smithers has

reached a point where he oan look
into the Interfor
By thix time the speed of the 4l

vorced oar has been sonsibly
¢ned, and even a very obluse employe
of the road can hardly help realising
that something is wrong.

Even as Smithera reachea the opoen
window of the compartment door and
crouches underneath it, the head and
shoulders of the Spanish guard are
hastily thrust into view, as the fellow
endeavors 1o look up the line ahead,

It 20 happens that the train, hav-
ing completed the gentle ascent of the
hill, I= just at this particular moment
e full view outlined In silhouette
against the heavens,

There jg hence no possible excuse
for the guard not immediately discov-
ering it, and that he fully grasps the
situation Is evident from the startled
exclamation that escapes his Mps:

“Madre de Dios!™

Smithers' method of procedure 18 as
emphatic as It I1s effective. As yel the
man has not notleed the dark figure
erouching under the window, since hia
attention is8 wholly taken up with
what goes on ahead.

A hand suddenly plunges upward
and fastens upon the guard’'s throat
with a tenacious grip, and the hoarse
yell which Is just on the point ol
bursting forth is stified In the act.

“Sllenclo!” says & volice in his ear,

"Sllencio!™

The admonition is quite superfluous,
since there is not the slightest chance
of the fellow giving even a whisper
while those fingers close so affection-
ately upon his throat.

The carriage has almost ceased lo
climb the gentle mcclivity, its momen-
tum having become very nearly ex-
hausted, nud_ already the train has
vanished entirely from view, so that
all danger from that source .8 past,

(To be continued.)

Skinn~4 Out.

When It became known that the
best shot in the regiment was golng
into the jungle to compass the death
of a terrible tiger, the surgeon-major
of the regiment, an entbusiastia curlo
collector, at once but.onholed him.

“Remember, Atkins,” sald he, “I be
gpeak the skin st your own price."

“All right, sir,” sald Atkins.

The surgeon-major was netting but-
terflies on the outskirts of the jungle
that evening, when he saw Atkins
running toward him.

‘SBhot him? shouted the
major.

“Yes, sir!" breathlessly replied the
flying Nimrod.

“How much for the skin?"

“Five dollars, sir!"™

The doctor gave Atkins the money.

“Where's the skin?' he eried.

‘Behind you, sir!” came the reced-
ing answer.

The doctor looked, and saw the
skin, with the tiger in it, coming open-
mounthed and bleeding from a scratch
where Atkins had “shot” it, The doc-
tor didn't get the tiger's skin, but the
tiger nearly got the doctor's.

surgeon:

A Waste of Time.

Health Commissioner Darlington, of
New York, was talking about the wa
ter suppllies of the world's great cities.
A foreign city was mentioned that, af-
ter a great deal of expensive Investi
gation, had declded not to improve |ts
notoriously impure water service, and
the commissioner said:

“That reminds me of a magistrate [
heard about the other day,

“A man wad arrested and brought
before this magistrate, and the case
was argued pro and con for a long
while, The magistrate listened intent-
ly, and he made pumerous notes. To
the elogquent arguments of the lawyer
for the defense he would nod vigorous
approval, A little later the passionate
periods of the lawyer for the prosecu-
tion would ceuse him to murmur low
phrases of assent and encouragement.

“Finally, exhausted, the lawyers
ceased to talk. They had sald every
thing they could think of. They had no
more {deas left.

“Then the magistrate, looking down
over his spoctacles, sald heavily;

“'Dis gase has been ferry ably
argued on both sldes, and dere haf
been mome ferry nlce points of law
brought up. 1 shall dake dree days to
gonsider dese boints, but 1 shall event-
ually declde for the blalntifr,” "

Tent Life in Colorado.

Tent life {8 much in vogue at the
International Printers' home at Colo-
rado Springs, Col, There are ten
rieam-heated canvas houses, egquipped
with electrie lights and having electric
bell connections with the drugroom of
the hospltal. These probably are the
only steam-heated tents in the world,

and they are occupled the year
through,.

For where s any author In the
world who tearhes such beauty as a
woman's eyes.—Shakespeare.

slack- |

SHADY DEALINGS CHARGED
TO NEW YORK FINANCIER

TO PROBE FINANCIAL SCANDAL.

Creditors Want Large Sum from New
York National Bank.

Archibald G. Loomis has resigned as
second vice president of the Natlonal
City bank, New York, because of the
disclosures growing out of the Mun-
roe & Munroe scandal.

Mr., Loomis' withdrawal from the
bank does not end the connection of
the Standard OIll institution with the
Montreal and Boston stock-washing
scandal.

The bank got $60,000 from Munroe
& Munroe on the day of the fallure,
and Samue! Untermyer, counsel for
Recelver Work, clalms that this money
should go into the general fund for di-
vislon among all of the creditors. Un-
less the bank voluntarily makes restl
tution of the $60,000, suit will probably
be brought for Its recovery.

This may make necessary the call-
Ing of James Stillman, president of
the Rockefeller bank, as & witness,
When Mr. Loomis goes on the stand
he will not be connected with the
bank, and the directors are anxloug
that none of the oficials or employes
shall be called to tell of the bank's
dealings with the Munroes.

The ecreditors are confident, bhow-
ever, that the full relations of the
bank with the enormous washing of
Montreal and Boston have not yel
been disclosed, and some of them de-
clare that the books of the bank
should be produced In open court and
closely examined.

Frank Brewer, the broker who got
80,000 shares of Montreal & Boston
stock from the Munroes on the day of
the fallure, but was only charged on
the books of the firm for 15,000 shares,
{s sald to have been the personal
broker of Mr. Loomis.

Why Brewer should have been made
the gift of 15,000 shares, worth at
the time $52,600, is one of the many
mysteries of the scandal not yet
cleared up. Mr. Loomis will be ques-
tioned about this phase of the case.

JEWISH PROVINCE IN AFRICA.

British Government Offers Large
Tract for Setllement.

Three commlissioners representing
the Zlonist movement have just start-
ed to British East Africa to lnspect a
tract of land as large as Wales, which
the British goverument has offered
the Jews of all parts of the world as
a place of settlement preparatory Lo
the realization of their ultimate object
of occupying Palestine.

The tract Is doscribed In a recent
lecture by Sir Henry Johnston to “the
Friends of Jewish Freedom" as a fer-
tile, well watered country, with a ell-
mate “llke a perpetual mild summer,”
situated some twenty miles from the
Uganda raillway. This Jewish colony
is to be under a Jewish adminis¥ator,
subject to British rule, with a large
degree of aulonomy. It will be a place
of asylum for the distressed and op-
presged Jews of eastern Europe,

The govérmment's offer has been
provisionally accepted by the Zionist
committee, and commissioners, as
already stated, have been sent (o as-
certain the feasibleness of the pro
posal to build & new Jewish state in
this region.

Knew the Crowd.

A street preacher in a west of Scot-
land town called a policeman who
was passing and complained about
belng annoyed by a certaln section of
the audlence, and asked him to re
move the objectionable ones.

“Weel, ye see,” replied the cautious
officer, “it would be a hard job for
me tae spot them; but Il tell ye
what 1'd dae if | were you"

“What would you do?" eagerly in-
quired the preacher,

“Just gee round wi'
Ram's Horn,

the hat!"—

NO MORE ROMANCE IN WAR.

Preparation and Combat Brought to
Scientific Basis.

In spite of all that the military
critics may say, war as a romantle oo
cupation 18 doomed. The killing of
men on the field of glory In daye long
past Is still pictured as a “pretty
pastime,” as Napoleon sald, Bat the
favorite old figures of tradition are
fast disappearing belore the steady
advance of sclence,

Today Brownlog's boy rider who
was sghot In two while bearing news
of the capture of Ratisbon to the em-
peror would be a matterof-fact teleg-
rapher sltting quietly at his instru-
ment, and Beranger's grizzled veteran
of the guard returning to die with
the colors would be barred at the re-
cruiting office because he could not
tell blue from green without glasses.

Gen, Greely grew enthusiastic the
other day while describing before the
Military Servica Institution at Gov-
ernor's Island how the Japanese had
“wired" a whole army spread out be
fore the enemy. He quoted approy-
ingly a war correspondent who said
that the clicking of the telegraph in-
struments at his headquarters meant'
more o Kurokl than the sound of the
guns, What room will be left for
romance when the general command-
ing the army of the right can tele-
phone io the commanderin-chief's of.
fice forty miles away to have ten regl-
ments and four batterles expressed to
him by speclal train? He might as
well be ordering dry goods or hard-
ware, for all the sentiment to be got
out of such a situation.

Kuropatkin's headquarters rallway
carrlage and touring cars for side
trips are only indlcative of what may
be done when his methods are per-
fected. When that time comes, the
dashing cavalry leader brevetted for
gallantry on the field of action will
have nothing to boast of except that
he burst seven tires while charging
across the tack mines of an enemy
two counties away. There will be no
more SBheridan’s rides.

When a lookout offeer stalloned In
an impregnable bomb-proof with an
automatie range-finder shall direct by
wireless telephone the firlng of
smokeless guns of hidden batteries
againet sn Invisible enemy war will
degenerate into a mere sclentific test
between rival lens-makers and electr-
cal-supplies concerns. The last step
will be a heroless war and a penzion.
less retired list

International Animosities.

In his reminiscences of diplomatiec
life Andrew White tells a pleasant an-
ecdole of Empresa Frederick, the Ger
man emperor’s mother, The Amerl:
can ambassador had mentioned a cer-
tain pathetic pleture of George I to
the king's great-granddaughter, and in
talking of the long-ended bitter feel
ing between the Unlted Bilates and
Great Britaln he sald: "It is & re-
membrance of mine, now hard to real-
ize, that I was brought up to abhor
the memory of George IIL" At this
the empress smiled and answered—
and all who have kpnown her will
imagine the note in her voice-+"That
was very unjust, for I was brought up
to adore the memory of Washington.”
—Chicago Chronicle,

His Own Pronunciation.

When congreds resumed business
the other day the house did not re-
main in sesslon very long, an adjourn-
ment belng taken on account of the
death of Representative Mahoney of
Chicago.

“Mr. Mahoney,"” sald a Washiogton
man, “was & quaint character In many
ways, one of them belpg in the man-
ner he pronounced his pame. He put
the accent on the first syllable and
used the long sound of ‘a’ In the bar-
gain. And he was a very good Irish
man at that."”

——
CONSTANT ACHING.

Tiack achos all the time. Spofls
your appetite, wearles the body, wor
ries the mind. Kidneys cause it ail

Pilla relleve
cure It

H. B McCarver,
of 201 Cherry 8L,
Peortland, Ore., (n-
spector of freight
for the Trans-Con-
tinental Co., says: |y
“1 used Doan's Kid
ney Pills for back
ache and other
symptoms of kid-
ney trouble which
had annoyed mefd
for monthe. 1 think
A cold was respon
gible for tha whole trouble. It seemed
to settle in my kidneys. Doan's Kid-
ney Pllls rooted it out. It Is several
months since 1 used them, and up to
date there has been no recurrence of
the trouble'

Doan's Kidney Plils for sale by all
dealers. Price 50 cents per box. Fos
ter-Milburn Co., Buffalo, N. Y,

8panish Bridal Customs,

In Spaln a bride has no glrl at-
tendants to stand at the altar with
her, but Instead a “madrina,” or god-
mother, Nelther does she have a
wedding eake or any festive departure
after the ceromony, The wedded palr
go quletly to thelr new home, where
they remain until the following day,
when they start on their honeymoon,
Before leaving they pay a formal visit
tis thelr respective relatives,

Professor's Atroclous Pun.

Profesnor Strunk of the English de-
partment of Cornell university is »
fond papa, as well as a desperale pun-
ster, His favorite form of exércise is
trunding a baby carriage along the
campus walks, On day while he was
g0 employed a friend halled him with
the query: “Giving your son an Alr-
ing, Billy?" “No,” replied the profes-
sor with dignity. “I'm glving my helr
A sunning.”

Vietim of Necessity.

With her husband in the hospital,
Mrs. Wood, wife of a London dray-
man, sold her fireguard for 25 cents
to buy tood., and soon afterward her
threcyearold child was burned to
death.

HI8 EXPERIENCE TEACHES THEM

That Dodd's Kidney Pllls will cure
Bright's Dissase. Remarkable case
of George J. Barber—Quick recov-
ery after years of suffering.
Estherville, Iowa, Jan. 23d.—(Bpe-

clal)—The experience of Mr. George

J. Barber, a well known citizen of this

place, justifies his friends In making

the announcement to the world

“Pright's Disease can be curad.” Mr,

Barber had kidney trouble and it de-

veloped Into Bright's Disecase. He

treated it with Dodd's Kidney Pills
and to-day he is a well man. In an
intorview he says:

“l can't say too much for Dodd's
Kidney Pllls. 1 had Kidney Disease
for fifteen years and though I doctor-
ed for it with the best doctors here
and In Chicago, It developed {nto
Bright's Disease. Then | started to
use Dodd's Kidney Pills and twe boxes
cured me completely. 1 think Dodd's
Kidney Pills are the best in the
world."

A remedy that will cure Bright's
Disease will cure any other ferm of
Kidney Digease. Dodd's Kidney Pills
never fail to cure Bright's Disease.

It 1s very difficult for a man te be-
lleve that a girl with golden halr and
blue eyes would ever tell & fib.—Baltl-
more American.

10,000 Plants for 10e,
This is a remarkable offer John AL
Balzer Seed Co., La Crome, Wis,, ,

@@@T

Balser Beeds have a national

. N choicest t
”“:n-.& mlt'mdmt.bd!
plant and catalog,

eno seed to w
“}.000 fine, ‘“_'id Cabbages,
PR L,
’ anchiog, nolty »
2,000 rich, but Lettuce,
1,000 splendid Onions,
1,000 rare, luscious Kadishes,
1,000 gloriously brilliant Flowers.
This grest offer is made in order to ine
duce you to try their warranted seeds—
for I{mn ou once plant them you will
ErowW no ot!am. and

ALL you BuUT 160 POSTAOE,
ﬂnﬂdin'l I’“nd'ﬂit"t‘g: ii.llh thm v
send them n postage
wiﬁurd:lto the above a big package of the
earliest Sweet Corn on earth— .
Yourth of July—fully 10 days earlier than
Cary, Poep ¢ ’D-y. ete, ete. [W,. N, U}

When Vanity enters at the front
door Heason steals out the back way.

A Rare Cood m.
“Am using ALLEN'S . and
oan truly say 1 would unot have been 1

it so long, had I known the relief it would
'hlm,uhl.nlhﬂ. 1think it a rare good
thing for snyone having sore or tird feet.—
Mrs. Matllds Holtwert, Providence, B L™
Sold by sll Denggists, 35c. 4sk to-day.

A good reputation s a falr estats,
but there are olhers on whichk It is
eagier to get a morigage.

A GUARANTEED CURE FOR FILES.
o e e
w 4 duys. Swe. o

eurs you ia & o

The best way to avenge ourselves
{s not to resembie those who have in
jured us.—Amiel.

ﬂ&i best = “a{rl’l.ﬂlln ]
at t bo clgar botter quality wos!
Jhif\hm Lowls' Factory, Peorls, I

Rattle brajns always make (he most
racket




