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However, there is o help for it, and
no precaution must be neglected that
will eomduce to the success of the
Fame,

Her mafety firsl, no matter
may bacome of his hopes.

That ls Jack Travers for you.

Presoutly he searches for Ah Sin,
and gives that humble ndividual
quite a severe shock when he runs
acroas him. The Celestial hag been
keeping quiet, feasting on the good
things placed before him, and await
ing ordera.

When he learns what has ocourred
to eall for immediate attention, Ah
2in 18 &t onco on the qul vive, and
ready to act as best his master sees
fit.

At slx o'clock Bmithers shows up,
looking very unlike himsell. He
would easily pass for one of the na-
tive Jehu whips upon the thousand
cahs of Havana,

Jack and his man tumble inslde—
there I8 & crack of the whip, and
away they go.

The crowds delay them a little, but
Smithers pushes his borses, and &t a
quarter-past six they draw near the
station.

There Is the usual noise of moving
tralns, for the presence of an hundred
thousand Spanish soldlerg on the isl-
and presses the limited rallroad ac-
commodetions at times,

Smithers bas made all arrange-
ments, and loaving Jack mounted on
the box, wilh Ah Sin near by, he hur-
ries into the station to meet the con-
federate he has engaged.

Juek sees him two minutes Jater
waving his hand as a signal to come
at once, Something is evidently wrong
or he would not appear so agitated.
With a terrible fear clutching his
heart as If with fingers of ice, Tra-
vers Jeaps to the ground and runs, Ah
Sin does llkewlse, and together they
roach Bmithers.

“What is it—the
Jack,

“Has gone five minutes ago. They
changed the time to a quarter past.
That was It we saw haullng out as
wo came up,” is the crushing reply.

what

train—" cries

CHAPTER XIIL

The Man Who Owned the Engine.

Jack stares at the other—he even
repeals the words Smithers has used.
Five minutes too late, and the spe-
clal train, laden with Spanish soldiers,
has gone to destruction.

Defore his eyes, as plain as day, he
can see the awful wreck, the dead
and the dying, and among them. oh,
horrors! the lovely form of his High-
lamd lassle, the girl he loves,

No wonder Jack feels for one brief
moment as though paralyzed,

The reaction comes. Instead of a
deadly chill, he has a-burning seénsa-
tiom pass over his whole frame, and
axperiencea an earnest, furious desire
te do something in order to save her
from thia fearful fate.

Smithers is endeavoring to collect
his senses—Bmithers, who has, under
almost every condition, shown such
wonrderful nerve, seems broken up by
this decrea of Fate.

And while he thinks Jaclk acts,

K is Ah Sin who leads the way.
The Celestial never gets rattled no
matter what secumulation of disasters
avertake them. Jack sees the China-

‘“What is it—the train—" cries Jack.

man's arm extended, and following the
line of his finger he discovers what it
is to which Ah Sin would attract his
attention.

The rallway company's telegraph of-
floe.

At sight of it Jack's hopes revive
True, he bas sworn not to betray the
plot of the rebels, but when the last
resort is gone and her life is in peril,
he will feel compelled to do so. Bet-
ter & broken vow than that she suf-
fer,

80 he leaps toward the office,

Perhaps mnearly, If not quite, sixty
seognds have flown since he first re-
caived the dire news—sixty preclouns
sooonds, during which the doomed
traln has been shooting on toward
the destructlon that les In walit,

His positive Intention is to have the
telegraph agent wire the conductor in
charge of the train, warning him of
the awful danger ahead, and having
him use extra precantions when ap-
proaching the bridge where the dyna-
mite 1s supposed to lie,

Bmithers sees bim dash Into the
sMes and stifies a groan. Perhaps

'of speed he takes note of

Cepyright, 180 Ly Birdef and Bmith.
this is for the rebels whose plan for
etriking a blow at Akelr hated foes
will fall through. At any rate, he does
nol make the least attempt to hold
Jack In check, but awaits resuits.
When he looks agaln he discavers

.;lek dashing out of the telegraph of-
ce,

Hige ‘manner Is not that of a confi-
dent man who, by a bold stroke, has
accomplished what he set out to do.

On the contrary, Jack appears ex-
clited—his face is almost as pale as
one who has seen a ghost, and he
glances sharply from right to left as
be runs toward them, after the man:
ner of a man who seeks a remody for
some dreadful malady.

Ag he draws near where Smithers
stands, he can be heard exclaiming
aloud, as though to save evon the pre-
clous seconds of time:

“Wires down—Maceo raided the
outskirts of Ilavana—Impossible to
reach even the first station—no way
of reaching the traln—now bheen gone
seven and a half minutes, and already
four miles away.”

Yes, they can hear the rumble of
the train among the hills—it comes
very plainly during a cessation of
nolse about the station, though grad-
nally growing fainter and more dis-
tant.

“Can you suggest anything?' eries
Jack, endeavoring to cudgel his
brains to greater rapldity of action.
“Think as you never did before.
What can overtake the speclal, since
telegraphing 18 out of the question?”

Smithers is looking down the tracks,
where they gleam in the lights be-
yond.

“If we had an engine we might do
| I

Jack snatches at the idea like a
drowning man might eclutch at a
straw.

“Then we will have an engine if It
takes a thousand—five thousand dol-
lars—all | have in the world, Follow
me!™ he ejaculates.

Jack has not started off at random
—he generally knows what he means
to accomplish Dbefore setting out to
begin.

Some moving object has caught his
eye just down the track—something
that in this crisis of his existence
looks more valuable than the best
paying mine in the Cripple Creek re-
glon. It 18 an engine just emerging
from a shed, upon a turntable. Smoke
is pouring from the large, old-styled
stack, black smoke burning resinous
pinewood, than which few specles of
fuel will generate steam more quick-
Iy.

It means a possible chance to solve
the terrible problem that has been
suddenly set before them—it means

i the case of life and death may yet be

declded im favor of continued exist-
ence,

Under these conditions, therefore, it
can be readlly understood with what
tremendonus satisfaction Jack starts in
the direction of this locomotive,

As he advances with such a bursl
several
things, Everyone connected with the
engine seems to be in the utmost
haste, and this is the more wonderful
when the fact {8 taken into considera-
tion that in such hot countries as
Cuba they do not. as a general thing,
use any too much speed in anything
undertaken.

He sees the sloker tossing pine
knots into the yawning mouth of the
fire box, while the englne driver leans
part way out of the cab window, his
face streaked with grime, but looking
anxfous in the light of the fire.

Thus bearing down upon the scene,
Travers Is not long In reaching the
place where several stout men stand
ready to turn the engine around on
the revolving table.

Two men stand beside the trucks,
one of them having an official alr, and
holding a paper In his hand that may
be an order.

His companion seems to be an ordi-
nary cltizen—a 8panlard, judgiog
from hig olive skin and black hair.

Jack instantly surmises that the of-
ficial is the party whe can attend to
his wants, and he means to obtain
possession of that eugine If money
czn buy It

“Senor, are you in charge here 1
have missed the special by & hair's
breadth. It Is very important that I
should overtake it. 1 would have sent
a message, but the wires are down.”

The official shoots s guick but ex-
pressive glance toward his companion,
who moves a little closer, cocking his
ears as though hLe takes an unusual
interaest in what Jack says,

“8l, senor, the wires are down—that
Maceo 1s always on the move, and he
keeps the wirés cut so that we in
Havana may not know what he Is do-
ing. It is very &#ad.” {s the consoling
remark made by the officlal

“But, senor, you did not answer my
question—ere you In charge here?”

“For the night—yes.” is the reply.

"l wish to hire a special.”

“A what?" ejaculates the other,

“A special—an engine to overtake
the train that left here some minutes
ago."

The official throws up both arms,

“Madre de Dios!—anotheér!" he gur
glos,

“Beoor, it is a case of Iife and
death,"” Jack breaks out with, husk-.
{ly, for the men are swinging the lron
monster around, and Jack s Inwardly
swearing he will control the destiny
of that engine, come what may.

“Alas! | am sorry!"—with a shroe.

“If money stands in the way, I am
prépared to pay vou any pries.”

“That Is not it. Alas! 1 have po en*
gine.”

“This one will do, | am sure.™

“But-"

“You hesitate when many lives are
in peril.”

“It I8 no longer under my control”

“Senor explain.”

“This géntleman a2 Gen. Toledo,
He has also missod the traln, but
bears authafity to overtake it if the
means can bé had. I have ordered out
this engine. [t belongs to him since
the Government commands, Senor,
you mugt deal with Gen. Tolado.”

Jack whirls upon the solaler in elv-
{linn attire. “General, as 1 sald be
fore, it is a case of life cad death
with us to overtake the special. It
you have the power {o allow such a
thiog, 1 beg that we may find a lodge
ment somewhere on your engine. If
a thousand deollars would be of any
service to you—"

The other shakes his head.

“We can talk of that later, senor"
ha smiles.

"You consent?'—in sudden rapture

“Carramba! there is no one who
can prevent me. 1 own this engine

“It is a case of life and death with us
to overtake that special.”

for the hour, And you say it |s a case
of life and death, senor. [ sympathize
with you—I offer you & chance
overtake the special, which left fifteen
minutes ahead of time.”

His manner tells Jack plainly tha.
he has been entirely influenced by the
prospect of a heavy pecunlary reward,
and not because he has a big heart,

“Then you will allow us to accom:
peny you? A thousand thanks, senor,
If you only knew the facts, you would
rever regret your decision.”

Jack feels as though a load of @
thousand pounds has been lifted from
his heart. There is a fair fleld and ne
favor now. It is all he asks at any
time.

The engine has been faced down the
track, and a man dashes down te
change the switch that will run i
upon the main line.

“(lome, senors, all aboard," sings
out General Toledo, as he swings him
gelf up Into the cab, quickly followed
by Jack and Smithers, while Ah Sit
clutches hold even as the eungine
bursts forward.

(To be continued.)

Force of Character.

Perhaps you remember Hawthorne's
lovely tale of the great stone face and
the little boy who loved it and
watched it, day after day, untll the
villagers discovered that his own face
had been transfigured futo a flesh and
blood incarnation of its glories.

This is a parable of the influence
exerted on the character by an ldeal
fixed and never forsaken.

It is a beautifully true parable,

We cherish an ideal, only to have
it enter the warp and woof of ow
character.

We entertaln great expectations of
ourselves only to have them fulfilled.

Our lovely dreams come true,

Our fond hopes are realized,

Qur vtherea) air castles are founded
on sollc rock.

“We grow llke what we contem
plate,” Longfellow sald. “Let us,
therefore, contemplate the true, the
beautifil, and the good."

Changing the Subject.

“Well, my son, have you been a good
boy to-day?' sald papa upon his re
turn from his daily labors. “Yes,'
sald 8.year-old Harold, hesitatingly.
Then, after a moment's pause, “pretty
good,” but as if to square himself, he
added, “Mamma did ‘pank me onshe.”

“Why, what did she spank you for?™

“'Cawzh I wazh naughty.”

“Well, what did you do that was
naughty 1

“Papa,” sald the dear little fellow
between amlles and tears, “letsh talk
about shomeping elshe.”

Bhe Was Cornered.

Mother—Why have you taken all of
the chairs out of the parlor, dear?

Daughter—Because George Is so
fearfully bashful, I'm not progressing
at all., Now there is nothing left in
the room but a tete-a-tels and he's got
to sit near me! —Detrolt Frea Press.

Thelr 8mile Came O#.
Maud—I always llke to stand be-
tween & couple of brawny football

players,
Both (pleased)—Aw! why, now?
Maud—Thelr hideous appearance

sets off & girl's looks so.

Bunday School Enroliment.
More than 13,000,000 persons are en-
rolled in the Bunday Schools of the
country. In public schools the eprolk
ment {8 more than 16,000,000, or only

8.000000 more.
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LEGISLATURE
of NEBRASKA
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A Synopsis of Proceedings of the Twenty Niath Gen
eral Session,

In the capitol building shortly after
noow on the 8rd, 132 citizens stood

with uncovered heads and with right
bhands uplifted, befors Chief Justice
Holoomb, and repeatod after him a
solemn oath of offce, The men who
invoked God to attest that they swore
truly were the members of the twenty-
ninth sesslon of the legislature, and
this i® what they swore:

“1 do solemnly swear that T will
rupport the conatitution of the Unitad
Siates and the constitution of the
stite of Nebraska, and will falthfully
discharge the dulles of member of the
leglalature according to the best of
my abllity, and that, at the election at
which 1 was chosen to fill the sald
office, [ bave not improperly Influenced
any vote of an elector; that I have
not accepled nor will 1 accept, elther
directly or indirectly, money or other
valuable things from any corporation,
company or person, or any promige
of office for any official act or iaflu.
ence, for any vote 1 may give or with-
hold on any bill, resolution or appro-
priation, so help me God."

The business to be transacted was
that of organization only, and wns car-
ried out strictly along the lines detor
mined on in the republican caucuses,

The house was called to order by
Secretary of State Marsh. The roll
was called by C. H. Barnard of Pawnee
county, who was later made first as-
sintant clerk of the house.

I, B. Windham of Cass county wns
unanimously elected speaker pro tem,,
and John Wall was made tempornry
chief clerk,

For the election of permanent speak-
er, the vote glood: Rouse, 91; Hunk-
er, 9; and on motion of the latter, the
election of Mr. Rouse was wmade
unanimous,

The oath was administered by Chief
Justice Holeomb, and was repeatad by
the members standing with right
hands uplified and afterwards was
slgned by them.

The house then proceeded to per.
manent organization, electing George
L. Rouse of Hall, speaker; John Wall,
chief clerk, and the other officers and
employes as agreed on in caucus last
night.

The nine fusion members supported
for speaker F. D. Hunker of Cuming
county.

The speakers and officers were
sworn by the chlef justice.

Mr. Rouse was oscorted to the
speaker's chalr by Burgess of Lancas-
ter, Caseberr of Gage and Perry of
Furnas. He addressed the house
briefly, informally and in a very gen-
eral way.

A commitiee of five waas ordered ap-
pointed on leglslative supplies. The
rules of the twenty-eighth session
were adopted as the rules of the pres-
ent session.

Windham of Cass, Anderson of
Douglas and Burns of Lancaster were
appointed to act with a senate eom-
mittee to walt upon the governor and
inform him the legislature ls ready to
hear from him.

Casebeer of Gage moved that the
c¢lerk be Instructed to furnish requisi-
tlon blanks, which should be exclu-
slvely used by the membaers in calling
for supplies, and that such requisi-
tlons be permanent preserved In the
record. The resolution was voted
down.

Windham of Cass, chalrman of the
committea to confer with the gover-
nor, reported that his excellency had
fixed 2 o'clock Thursday as the hour
when he would convey his wishes to
the legislature in the form of & mes-
BAge. .

The house thereupon adjourned.

In the senate work began at noon.
Lieut. Governor MeGillon called the
body to order,

Rev, J. H. Presson led in prayer.
He Invoked the divine blessing on the
legislators and asked for harmony and
peace throughout the sesslon,

A roll eall showed that all the aen-
alors were present except Hart of
Adams couniy. He was detained by il
ness,

Senator Wall moved that Senators
Begthol of Lancaster, Baunders of
Dougles and Jackson of Gage be ap-
pointed & committee on credentials.
They reported there were no contests,

Senator Baunders of Douglas moved
that the 1903 rules be adopted until
new. regulations were formulsted and
the motion prevalled,

Benator Haller of Washington
moved that Senator Jennings be elect-
ed president pro tem. Benator Wall
of Bherman moved as & substitute
that all the senate caucus pominees
be declared elected. The latter motion
prevalled. Wall then moved that Sen-
ators Epperson of Clay, Tucker of
Richardson and Sheldon of Cass walt
on the secretary of state and ask bim

to swear In the senate employes. This
was carried. SBecrotary of State Marsh
eould not be found, and Senator Mock-
ott of Lancasier moved that the lieu-
tenant governor administer the oath,
Thie was adopted and the employes
wore sworn In.

HBegthol of Lancaster moved that the
committes on standing commitiees
and the commities on employes, se-
lected by the cancus, be chosen by the
sanate, The selectiona were approved.

Benator Jones of Otoe asked that
the pay of the enrolling and engross
ing clerks be fixed at §4 & day. This
was done. Senator Wall of Bherman
moved that Senator Cady of Howard,
Fries of Valley and Nlelson of Doug-
las compose a commitiee to notify
the house that the senate had orgap-
ised. The motion carried, and the com-
mittes notifled the house.

Witkout transacting further busi
ness of importance the senate ad-
journal.

WEDNESDAY, JAN, 4,

The senate held a short gesslon, The
body was called to order by Lieuten-
ant Governor McGilton, A committee
composed of Beghtol of Lancaster,
Friea of Valley and Bhreck of York,
was appointed to confer with a house
committee to set a time for a joint
gession to eanvass the vote on execu
tive officers and fixed the time at
11: 30, Mockett of Lancaster moved a
resolution, that was unanimously car
ried, to furnish representatives of the
newspapers Iin the senate ocoples of
the Cobbey statutes for use during the
segslon. The board of secrelaries of
the state board of health sent in a
communication requesting the favor
able action of the senate In the mat-
ter of providing a home for the epllep-
tles. An Invilation was read and
placed on fille from the Natlonal Live
Stock association for the legislature
to_attend the meeting of the associa-
tion in Denver, January 10, or to send
a committes. Adjourned until Thurs
day, when joint inaugural ceremonies
wlill take place,

In the house compialnt waa entered
ngainst the rallroads for the lensth of
time they take to get lumber into Ne
braska and the way in which they treat
tha dealer. Lumber l¥ sometimes on
the road a month, with the dealer un-
able to locate It. When it does arrive,
unless it ls unloaded within forty-
eight hours the purchaser has to pay
$1 o day demarrage. Frequently the
cars stack up on the dealer and in many
cases shippers have been unable to
unload the cars within the prescribed
time, and have had to vay the demur-
rage chorges when It Is all the fault
of the railroads. Bhould a measure be
Introduced to regulate this evil it will
have the support of the lumber deal
ers, who two years ago were tled up
with the rallroads. The following
members were excused from attend-
ance for the remainder of the week:
Jouvenat of Boone, Jackson of Antel
ope, Bacon of Dawson, Peabody of No-
maha, Livingood .of Franklin, MeAl
lster of Deuel, Richardson of Madi-
son and Smelser of Bherman, Roherts
of Dodge offered a resolution, directing
the chief clerk to furnish to the re-
porters of dally newspapers regularly
represented In the house a copy each
of the complled statutes for use dur-
ing the session, the resolution being
seconded by Perry of Furnas. The
question was put to a viva voce vote,
and the speaker was in doubt as to
the result. Burns of Lancaster then
explained to the members the neces-
sity for furnishing statutes to the
newspaper men, after wnich the re
solution prevalled. Following thls ad-
journment tock place untll Thursday.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5.

Brilliant and elaborate ceremonies
marked the insuguration of Governor
Mickey and the state officers. The
capitol building was decorated from
top to boltom with flaunting bunting.
Ferns, palms and fowers were in all
the offices, and there was an Inter-
minable receiving line leading up to
Governor Mickey, who was surround-
ed by his colonels, thelr uniforms
ablaze with gold lace. Theére was &
reception in the senste chamber
which lasted from 8 to 8:30 o'clock.
Several thousand marched through
the chamber and Into Represemtative
hall. After this there were receplions
in the various offices by the new offi-
cers, The PFirst regiment band far-
nished music and Adjutant General
Culver of the natiooal guard had
charge of the ceremonies. But litile
business was transacted beyond inau-
guration ceremoniea. Jennipgs of
Thayer reported the standing commit-
tees. Giffen of Dawson moved that
Wall of Sherman, Laverty of Baun-
dors and Gould of Greeley be appoint-
ed a commitiee Lo represent the mem-

bers of the senale at the of
the National Live Stock

&t Denver, The committés on e
ployea roported these names to the
senate and they were sworn in and
placed on the pay roll: Miss Olive Ttt,
gecretary to  liedtenant goveraor;
Charles B. Furay, copyist; F. J. Bene-
diet, custodlan of the senate; Edgir
MeCrea, custodian of the lery;
Mra, B B. Cameron, copylst;
Wright, clerk; J. A. Pollard, mossen-
ger; Jerry Wilhelm, night watchman;
H. A. Hober, janitor,

In the house the somslon was wary
short, lasting but ten minutes. Chalr-
man Perry of the commities on ad-
Journment reporied that am agree
ment had been reached with the sen-
ate committes for an adjournment un-
til 11 o’clock Tuesday. The report was
adopted, McClay of Lancaster moved
that a committies of three e appolnt-
od to arrange for the securing of
mimeograph coples of the house jour-
nal; one to be placed dally on the
desk of each member, and that the
commlities be given power te act. The
speaker seemed to regard thie as en-
talling nnnecesgary expense, and the
motion was defeated, The house then
weont Into jolnt sesslon and, on récon-
vening, adjourned,

No 8ign.
Ethel—Are you sure the count was
intoxioated last night?
Edythe—Positive. Why, ke couldn't
pronounce his own name,
Ethel—But you must remember that
he is & Russian count.

It All Depends.
Glles—"How far is it from your
house to the nearest saloon?™
Bmiles—"Well, it Ia three minutes’
walk from my house to the saloon and
sbout thirty minutes' walk baeik*

Didn't Want a Change.
Nell—=le sgeems to be devoted to
you.
Belle—Yes. "
Nell—Why don’t you marry him
Belle—Oh, 1 like to bave him de
voted to me.

A Losa Indead,
Jakey—What makes you 20 blue to-
day, Tkey?
Ihey—I—1 was fired yesterday.
Jakey—Fired? And you bad no in-
surance?

Long-Felt Want.
Customer—“Say, what kind of a
crazy novel 1s this, anyway? It beglas

with the last chapter and ends
the firet.” e

Bookseller—*0h, that editiom {a
tended for ladies only.” -

The Usual Bizs for Him.

Little Elmer—"Papa, what is a ho
pochondriact” . by

Professor Broadhead — “A'
confidence man, flsn't h‘o!—ﬂ;
ease, but many complaints.—Puck.

T."' Wl
Aunt Julis—Why did you break off
your engagement with young ' Hag-
gins?
Protty Nieco—Becauss he got a fool
notion in his head that I intended to
mearry him,

The Retort Proper.
“Ah, you poor chaps of bachelors!
Now, when a married man gets & Mitle
rent In his clothes—"

“He's got to pay it to the landiord!
I sea!"

Some Think So.
Willie—Pa, what does "trust”™ mean?
Pa—Well, “trust” means confidence
for one thing.

Willle—Then & “trust magnate” s a
condence man, fsn't hel—Catholle
Standard and Times,

Proof Enough.
“Oh, mamma, | know there's a flea
on me,” cried little Ethel
*How do you kmow it Is & flea,
dear?" asked mamms, A
“Why, because I can't cateh RI™

Parental Promptitude.

Willie—Mamma, | think 1 Hke God
better than I do papa.

Mrs. Slimson—Why, Willle?

“Well, papa punishes me & great
dea) gquicker than God does."—Collfer's
Weekly,

Criminal Offanse.
Lawyer—Did the defendunt, to your
knowledge, »ver Incite another to
perjury?
Wilness—Yes; once | heard him aak
& woman her age,

Measuring Ingredients.

It is useful to know that sixty drops
are equivalent to one teaspoomnful,
three teaspoonfuls equal to one table
spoonful. A gill is four tablespeon-
Mls. One cupful of liguld = egual to
one-hall plut. Two cups of butler er
sugar weigh one-balf pound, and six.
teen tablespoonfuls of lignid are equal
to a cupful.

Discretion.

“You never laugh at young Mr. Blls.
zging' Jokes."

“No,” answered Miss Cayenne. 1
like Mr. Blizzins. I am afraid he will
get to trylng to be clever every time
bhe meets me and become a nulsance.”

Soclal Economy.
One—S8ince poor Jack Waring dled
his widow really seems to be on the
declina
The Other—Declining, is sha? It
will be safs to ask her to dinner, then.

Nothing to Say.

Cholly—I suppose she doesn't like
me because I pever flatter. | always
say what I think.

Miss Sharp—Ah! Is that all? Per
haps her dislike, then, s dus to the
fact that you never say anything.

The Remarkable Thing.
He—Mias Elder tells me she's only
f“.'.; That seems remarkable, doesn’t

She—Not st all. It would have been
remarkable if she had told the truth.

Day of Heaviest Rainfall,

A celebrated aeronaut asserts, aften
patient investigation, that the nlath
day of the moon ls the most ralay of
the whole twenty-elght, and four
o'clock In the aflternoon the ralulest
hour of the day.

To Procure Sound Sleep.
Unrefreshing but sound sleep near
ly always shows that the blood does
not leave the bralm by the veins at
the normal rata. Soaking the feet In
hot water, and using & high plllow,

will be beneficlal,
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