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By HE. TWINELLS

WW 8y AFARSON FUA OO

MERICANS have the reputation of be
Ing guick witted and shrewd. As &
matter of fact we are Barnumized
bluffers, far more gullible and eredu
lous than any olaxy of any nation,
Right now, In nearly evary moder
ateizged clty of the United Btates we
are falling In Hne and dropping gold
into the tlls of organized fake ane
flon stores and taking In exchange
f misreprosented article. These bogus auction stores
are moro harmful to us a8 a nation than all the old
tima lotieries, pollcy games, mallorder fakes and
cireus grafts, Including gold bLricks and shell games,
combined,
They ure not honest
talls you lose.”
his bhoye In the

They play “heads wo win,
Uncle Sam doesn't want to bring up
business; yet he countenances I,
and over 630 of his eltles
lawue leenses rogularly
to the auctloneors of
these fake companles,
giving them the privl
lege of wmwindling the
publiec at 4 nominal fee.

Any town with over
10,000 blind, Barnumized
Yunkeos waltlng to he
bunecoed 18 consldered n
fortile field.

From coast to const,

[———————————————
THE PROPRIETOR

from line to line, we find
Iu nearly every state
from ome to forty cities
supporting temporary
auction swindles. Few
are permanent; it s o
mushroom buslness
which springs up over N
night in a cheap store, leased from month to
month, and stays until trouble occurs or the fleld
Is worked dry,

New York city alone demands to be duped
by no less than elght practically permanent com-
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thiat the whole sale of the opera glasses was a sham;
the auctioneer saw
this fact 40 the

in his speech

ally

bhelleve vou gentlemen
statue of liberty do a Salome
oh, shill!
your outaf-town
to go i or not;
1!1‘|‘1‘

1 don't
o poe
doilars bid
Jonea,
whether
fellow nedr the
fng stranger bhenlde him
It's o shame
Wish T had
ginss it
Jones
the mind of ave
on the opera glnsses,
at thelr rapt

dunco®

Two dollars!™
fritmd, Is
but at

Two

undecided
that moment n
hig head to a seem
and savs In a low volee:
Things are golng for nothlng.
the price to buy some of that
sell for n song.”
overbearg nnd I2 Interested,
rybody in that glore ls centered
golng so cheap. He smilos
attention and the auctloneer’s hard
luek complninis. The smile would dlsnppear Ins
stantly If be knew that he* himself was the sole
coneern of the eight minds in that audlenece, anid
the nuctlonecer, He would he furlous if he knew
that when
transmitted
shill,"" easu-
g0 naturally

shaken

Jonesey looking in he immediately
ahill nearest the door by saving, “Oh,
Joneg had never heard the word,

he didn't gelect (it with suspiclon from the auctlioneer's jargon, and
suspecied nothing when the man near the door remarited about cut
glasa bargains.

As n matier of fact
His wife llked It and cecaslonally he

Jones was Interested In cut glass.
Invested In some, it

being the nearest he could get to dlamonds

he eauntered in easually
amused smile the frantle anctloneer trying to sell a wateh, |

and watehed with an

Jones wasn't Interested In watches, He had

greener flielde as the crowds change.

There are three ways to tell a legitimate aue-
tion, If the place 1a permanent and advertises I
sales an certain days, If the goods to be sold

panies of this sort, only shifting thelr positions to L

are catalogued plece for plece, and if there are no
outelde men hired to control the bidding, then
it 18 cortain that the sale Is gonulne.

The fake aunction game Is played under the
pseudo patronage of rellabllity. The auctioneer's
leense, lssued by the city, 1s hung conapicuously
near the door und the goods are clalmed to have
been conslgned from private sources or pawn.
brokers In nearby cltiea. It Is misrepresentation
from the start As a matter of fact the goods
were pleked up In job lots from novelty houses,
Jobbers, Jupanese stores and regular auction sup-
ply firms who handle job lots of trashy stuff
and are to be found In nil the larger cltles, The
ivoriew they handle are made of cheap olay by
hrewd Japs who have scraped through the shell

American bluff and found the flabbiness of the

esh beneatl. These antlques crumble to ploces

@r six months in o heated apartment. Praoetl-

ly all the geods handled In theso stores are

The word “shill,” or “shil
liver" in full, 18 of Inde
terminate origin, It s
BYnonymous with “eap
per,” “booster,”  "ringer”
"dummy,” “stool,” "stool
plgeon” and “outslde
man;:” nll techineal siung
titles for the shabby crea
ture, the human buzzard,
who pleks up hig foul Uy
ing by rascalfity nnd
swindling this
Lhoso

Riktie: In

mada on the same principle and bought at from
one-fifth to one-Aftleth of what they will bring at

auction,

There g nothing eriminal in selling at an ex
orbitant profit if the purchaser goty the square
But a fake suction company 18 primarily a
ring of cheats never Intentionally glving anyone

deal.

A square doal,

The proprietor 18 the arch rogue,
depends on selling an article at anywhere from
three and somotimes five hundred
The auction does not pay If run for the
It is merely a trap, n
the oconsfonul “good thing” who happens In and
is quickly relieved of a lnrge amount of money
through an elaborate system he never suspects
pluyed on cutand-dried
rules which admit of no fresiiness or orlginality,
-for they are all
piay the same cheap show every day—Ig made up
of one backer, or proprietor, two auctlonesrs, one
pretty girl cashier, and from two to ten
{the palefacod people with mushy morals),
number depending on the size and situation of

fifty

dollurs.
average buyer;

It is n joviess game,

The

o two,

averaga cant-

the store,

The backer usually 18 & shrewd and unserupu
lous man who rents a vacant stors,
scattering of cheap,

and

-

wwa“" To A Gooo LlVER ‘ offlea as clvil Judge, He Ned to Swits

M in France, to Henar the Mem-
Ty W of Briliat-Savarin, Noted

pometimes more,

showy urticles to attract &t
tention und a number of large so-called
of art;” and
prove to be minors.
taln pens Al ten cents to deceptive
“hronges” and “painiings by the old masters”
hring from fifty to two hundred and fAfty dollars,
from the uninitinted

The proprietor hires a pretty girl cashier and
counts her as an additional attraction. He
one or two suctionecrs—thoy usually
# pairs. to relleve one another and the public

i guarantees them ten por cent. of the snles;
commission runa from forty to two hundred dollars
& woeek,
Then the dealer Incorporates the backbone of
"1' " m whole crooked busineas—the Lody of “shills™  “Think

“antigues"
fhe range runs from foun

o hnve no connection

can e used,
in such places.

Al strangers
They

Itors snared by the
His profit

The

walt for the Ny
",

This Individunal,
and the actors dressed,
"B raommy."
Jpned him

“plant,” for

sucker.”
netars and
above them hangs an
the nnme of what
auetion firm;
the words:

"uhillg"
thelr

beneath

SALE

Pick out any
town, is fairly
nearby eoity of10,000 to
around for the day,
wite and some

fills it with a

“works

which, on Inspection,
counte of book,
ed the
stnmbles on to the
tion house and

with n

“ivories'"
that
looks 1n
miscellany of

gotn He

travel In rled auctioneer
and Pyl e In

which opera glnsses

tryving
‘Genuine Lemier, pe
Vex Jenses, put up In
Lhe nactioneor erles
of that! Not a

m.M

- -.‘mwnhg‘"’““‘“"

erland and then to the United States,
where he plaved a fddle In
York thoater 1o galn n lving.

2 New

Hig property wus ufterward returned
to him and he was made n counsellor
of the Bupreme couprt, un oMoe he
clung to successfully through changes
of emplire and kingdom. His “Physi-
vlogy of Taste” shared the fate of
mwany oelebirated books, It was re
fused by seversl publishers and event.
ually was published at the author's

but without his name b

ridse o
of one of iis
author of
"lmlb'

OWG
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& ecore of people n dny after ingratiating himself
In thelr good graces through cunning and eraft

Without these shills no sham suetlon can ex-
Ist. Of coursge In smutler towns only two or threes
are more evaslly noticed
ars the crooks on
the proprietor relles to plek out unsuspecting vis-
bargain lure
Into buying misrepresented artleles
shill mixes with the
Is to look just ke an interested buyer and le In
for which the elaborate web was

for whom the
Is ealled In technleal slang
The old threeeard monte men chris-

Pleture a room 40 feet long and 20 feet wide.
Double doors to the sidownlk are
enticlng
purports ty boe
that,

TODAY.
nequaintanee who llves in a small
[-rnh;mrull‘-,
30,000 population to look
purchase n present
Implements for the
He has rend In the papers and magazines ac-
art and antigune anctions and not
hugh prices brought by raritios
Hugrant fing of the fake aueo-
nt the
antigues, he s
stirred by that perennial longing for s burgnin
glances through the door
gtrugeling with
frantically to

Atinine 1;
his heavy
and
nth of thisir value,

-t one in his pecket; so his eyes continually

roved toward the cut glass In a little Japanese
eabinet,

He didn’t know it, bt before he was In the
plaes two minutes, while the
trying to “feel him out” with the wateh, one
of the shills had notlced Jones's interest In cut
glasy, anid had called the auctioneer's attention
to the fact by touching the cablnet signifi-
cantly

om hia perch above them
sltuation He noted

anctioneer,
control of the

The
all, had
the
that Jonea wanled cout glass, and knocked
down the walch he had been experimenting
with to one of the shiils for a rulnous prics,
which was all helpful in showing Jones that
a shrewd man counld plek up a bargain If he
Inid low, attracted uo attention and bided his
time.

“Bold for six ninety, Put It with the other
goods for Mr. A, Deposit suffictent,” the auc
toneer ¢ried to the pretty cashler,

Jones did not bid on the first plece of cut
glags, The nuctioneer did not look toward him
once to give him a chance,. The plece was
knocked down for $4.80, It was a frightful bar-
gnln, Jones would have glven $5 for It him.
sell. But the auctioneer passed abruptly to the
next artiele,

Joned pressed forward thls time as a gor-

geous punch bowl was put uyp. He heard varl

—
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roguery in working between the publle and some
working
who stop In at the auction and pretending
with

_Imong

ous exclamations around him, all tending ta
give him confidence in the fact that thinge
were going dirt cheap, Two ladies beside him ¢om
miserated becanse they wouldn't have enough
"Gentlemen and ladles,” the anotloneer went on

would give $2.50

cut |

He :Inl.nk;!

puctioneer wna. |

glgnal from the shill, jJotted down mientally |

the sale, betraying solemnly,
York it would
dred dollars.

art glass evoer

whom Beventyfive
me forty:
“"Fifteen
boside
Jonos
Had he

and jockey them

Jones
wns

crowd, His business

Jones to bid

soenery 18 set

sinstic
Hixtesn!"”
ataccato offers

Invitingly open
red flag benring
a legitimate
In large Iletters, are

The llttle
wadly
Gen,

to Jones: It'N

and has come to the tlonear

for his

furm, squarely at hl

Jones gulp

When he The auctle

heaped *° seven”

suddenly

window,

Jones's Ilimlt
W von
level tono
Jones
hend mhraontly

is & wor
dul)-faced
sell a pair of

There
elght

nod con
mMoreeeo case,”
bid for them
Why,

coneuye

gol home ane

82 s

same punch

!lul‘hlll] to 1, ng he considered the na- | well belng during the whole time he

ture of the work incomputible with his
Judielal funetions

It was Briliat-Bavarin who decinred
that "the dispovery of a food
does more for the happiness of the
human race than the discovery of a
Htar"

Some of the axloms from his book
are;

“The man who can cook is made,
the man who can roast s bormn."

“To Invite anybady to one's house 1s
to undertake the respousibility of his

Hnaw

“it T had this article

for lesa than two hundred

*Can 1 get one hundred dollare?
dollnrs?
thirty-line:

dollars!"

known
“thirtvline" It

$10 with a line through It
actual dollars,

it's gane bevond me,"

that for $60 It
"Tweniy-elght

“Why

It for more than that”
Jones thrilled ns the puctloneer turned to look | around to see and hear Lincoln's great

“You'd glve thirky,
landing by taking aoffers of 't

from membors of his troupe. He
out his man o

lenning
hestinled,

Joues woas

in Chicago or New
hundred dollars, one hun
duplicate It
It Is the finest plece of
shown In vour eofty.”

Ninety? Elighty?
Can 1 get slxty? Fifty? Glve
thirty!™

bring
You

ona
couldn't

from
|

came n halting volce
interested. He sensed a bargain

fhnt the suctloneer sald
wns A signnl to the shill beslide
or fifteen
have been so enthu

when

he would not

* “Half!" “Eighteen!™
punctuated the atmosphere after the

‘Beventeen !

nuctioneer’'s encoursgement

man beside Jones shook his head

he sighed, turning
It you could buy

go dirt cheap, too,
d be a bargain, sure enough
Is the last bld,” walled the aue
you could take 1t out and pawn

m

wouldn’'t you?" he cried
ed aud nodded,
moer akilfully the

and

led up to
hirty-six"

grad
“thirty
had et
arefully and knew that $40 would b

forty * he sald dMmply, In a
the showeuse,
und then nodded

Elve me
far oyey
gulped bl
pleased
I hig wife
howl for

until he
the
the

with his b Fi Ing
told him be sould get
$10 panywhere nnd that

other stuff was worthless

Is oue's guest."
‘Antmals feed; man eats: the mar
of senne slone knows how to eat.™
“The destiny of natfons doponds
upon how they are fed.”
“Mansieur the Couneellor,”
aikod him one day, “which do
prefer, Burguady or Bordeaux?’
"Madame,” replled the judiclal au
thority, “that Is & lawsuit In which |
have g0 much pleasure In taking the
evidence that | always postpone judg
ment."

You

nt retall | sonally that the
| accepted an Invitation to speak to his

| uh Ooyeter soup,

& hostess |

New Newr
of gegtie

oAy

‘How Thacke ray Lelt America

| Homeslckness Caused Him to Sall
| SBuddenly Without Word to
1 Frionds Who Were Planning

: Big Dinner for Him.

When Willlam Mukepoace Thack-
oray visited the United States for the
second and last time, iu 18566, to de-
| Uver his lecture entitled ““The Four
Georges,” the two Americans who
were closest to him during hia stay
were Parke Godwin, publiciat and sun-
Inlaw of Willlam Cullen Bryauot, ana
George Willilam Curtia,

"The In*imacy which we enjoyed
| with Thackeray was due to the fact
[ that he made his hendquarters while

in this country at thée old Putnam’'s
| Magazlne office, with which both Mr,

Curtis and myself were connected,”
| explained Mr. Godwin a few years be:

fore his death. “Sometimes Curtls

and myself were enthusinstically
| pgreed thal Thackcray wag the most
| delightful, lovable and companionable
man we had ever met. But, probably,

Just when we had arrived at this de

clafon, Thackeray would be brusque

and apparently cold toward us, and
| there would be decided traces of
cynlelsm or contempt in his nature.

Frankly, though we tried hard, and

had rare opportunities to do so, we
never fully understood him. 1 think,
myself, that he was ¢ man of moods,
| or alsa he sometimes suffered from

ill-bealth, which he bore uncomplain-
ingly, although his relations with kis
fellow men were affected by his phys-
leal suffering.

“Thackeray, to the personal knowl
edge of Curtls and myself, did many
strange things while he was In the
country, but the most astonishing of
all his acts was the mannef in which
he left America and his best friends

| here. It wis particularly embarrass-
fng to me; and It was an act that had
every outward aspect of cold and pur-
posed discourtesy.

“After making a successful lecture
trip through the scuth, If 1 remember
correctly, Thackeray returned to New
York flushed with his success, and, In

| that happy spirit, sent us word that
he would be with us for two or three
days before departing to fulfil some
lecture engagements in another sec-
tlon of the country. We were g0 re-
jolced over his success and his pres-
ence |n the clty that we arranged for
a dinner in his honor, and Thackeray,
when he learned of our plan, was par
ticularly delighted . Nothing pleased

1

| Dougﬂ and

| Little Giant Mightlly Pleased the Peo.
ple of Norwich, Conn., by His
Tribute to the Native
Institution.

Stephen A. Douglas, known from one
end of the land to the other in the
days of his popularity as the “Little
Glant,” was the first candidate for the
presldency to take the stump In his
own behalf. His determination to make
& personal campalgn for the presl
dency was not entirely to the liking
of the conservative politiclans of 1860,
but [ have been told that he excused
his action by saying that Lincoln made
bis campanign for the same office, es-
pecially In the east, before he was
nominated, and that It was vital that
some one {n authority should reply to
Lincoln In that section of the country,
there having been no opportunity for
this to be done untll after the presl-
dential nominations had been made.

However that may he, 1 know per-
"Little Giant” gladly

oountrymen at Norwich, Oonn.,, the
home town of Willlam A. Bucking-
ham, who a little later bacame one of
the great war governors of the north
-4 town where Lincoln, In February
of the same year, made an address

| which many persons sald lpter saved

Connecticut to the Republican party
In the ensulng state election by the
narrow majority of 541,

Great preparations were made for
the Little Glant's appearance In the
old town. In deference to his wishes
for n meeting In the open—tha usual
type of political gathering In the west

a large common wae selected for the
seene of the rally, booths were set up
to purvey lunch, conslsting principally
and It was arranged
that there should be a characteristie
New England clambake at the end of
the apecchmaking.

It turned out to be a gala occaslon,
The ftarmers flocked In from miles

P

Lord Clanricarde’s Plaque

| =N ' :
This Exampls of Goldsmith's Art 18| fectly matched steel-white stones, and

One of the Greatest In
the World.

One of the greatest Cinguescento
jewels In the world Is the Clanric arde
pinque, owned by Lord Clanricarde,
who Is kpnown as the Hermit Peer,
and who clalms direct descent from
the kings of Connmnught. He guurds
with jealous care this precious ex

| ample of the goldsmith's art, Keeping
| it safe from posgible thieves and the

common gaze in a bank wvault, to

which he goes occasionnlly with great '

secrecy to feast his eyes upon Its
magnificence, Some years ago, by
royal request, he lent it to an art
exhibition In London, where it was
admired and coveted by some of the
greateat connolsseurs of Europe.
The buge dink is as  delicately
wrought as a splder's weh and rep-
resents the figure of Harcules—wield-
lng & dlamond sword. The sword
blude |8 composed of a mass of per-

Y

him more than n good dinner with
good company. He would sit the long-
esl At the table of any man present;
he was at Lis best around the festive
board.

“l was particularly active In plan
ning the dinner and extending invita-
tlons to it. The afternoon of the
great day 1 sent a message to Thack-
erny’'s hotel to tell him that T would
meet him there at a certaln hour that
evening and escort him to the feast.
Pretty soon the messenger was back
with the startling Information that
Mr. Thackerny was no longer stop-
ping at the hotel,

“Much perturbed, L hastily made
my way thither, and upon inquiry at
the desk, I learned to my great aston.
fshment that Thackeray that very
morning had suddenly signified his in-
tention of terminating his stay there,
tind hie luggage packed, pald his bill
and departed in a earringe. ‘Gone
where? I asked. And the proprietor
gave It as his opinion that the distin-
gulshed novellst had satled for Hu-
rope but a faw houra since.

“As nquickly as 1 could 1 went to
the office of the steamship line that

How Boy Who Acted as Cupid's Mes-
senger for Thurlow Weed Begamo
Treasurer of the United
States.

Thurlow Weed must have been
about eighty years of age when 1 sald
to him one day:

"An old friend of yours, Mr. Weed,
told me yesterday to ask you about
the delightful surprise you gave Mrs.
Weed when you took her with you to
Washington during Lincoln's first ad-
minlstration.”

“Ah” he sald, “iIt was a surprise
and a delight for Mrs. Weed, and It 1s
one of the sweetest memories of my
married life. 1 will tell you about it.

“When [ was a journeyman printer
—for, you know, that was my trade—I
eame to be employed by a man in &
little village near Herkimer, N. Y. Of
course | was only a hired man—in
reallty not much more than a printer's
devll, because all the odd jobs of the
shop fell to mey the only employe—and
8o | was not of much consequence so-

i’ie Clambake

i great shock of halr and the large, cav-

rival, and as they gazed on the llitle
dumpy man with the great head, the

ernous eyes thundering forth at them
from the speakers’ stand, many were
the comparisons they drew between
him and the tall, gaunt, loose-jointed
rall-aplitter most of them had seen and
heard speak in the same town a few
months earllar.

Yet for all the diminutiveness of
stature, Douglas held the close atten-
tion of the great gathering throughout
his entlre spesch. My boyhood recol-
leetion of that apeech Is that It was a
superb political and oratorical effort,
but the impression that It made on me
was sllght compared with the effect
caused by the impromptu postscript to
the speech Itself. His peroration de-
livered with all that power of oratory
which he possessed to a superiative
degree, Douglas paused for a moment
and smiled expectantly into the sea of
upturned faces before him.

"And now that I have had the priy-
ilege of addressing my fellow-citizens
of this historie town,” he continued, “I
shall take advantage of the invitation
given to me to participate for the firat
time in my life In a genuine New Eng-
land clambake. Its aroma first reached
me while | was in the midat of my
speech. It has lingered In my nostrils
aver sinece. It has tantalized me great-
Iy. It is very inviting. And, with your
permigsion, | will now step down from
this platform and proceed to revel to
my heart's content in  your famous
feast.”

A mighty shout greeted this unex-
peoted tribute to a much-loved native
justitution. Then they took the Little
tilant to a place which had been pre
pared for him and feasted him. And
when he had had a surfelt he sighed

contentedly, beamed upon the gentle-
men gathered about him In the tent
{my father was of the number) and
said: "Now, gentlemen, | shall go on
my way rejoleing.”

(WCopyright, 1010, by E J, Edwards,
Rights Reserved.)

All

by E.3

had a salling that day Yen, Mr.
Thackeray had arranged for mccom
modations just an hour or so before
sulling time, and had barely caught
the steamer. No, he had not left any
message. Nor had he left at the hotel
or anywhere elgse any message for me
or any one else Interested in honoring
him at the dinner. He had departed
for Burope unceremoniously, and, ap-
parently, In 8 most discourteous man-
ner, X

“Of courss the dinner, minus Loe
guest of honor, was a flat faflure. At
It, and for some time after, Curtls and
1 were asked to explain Thackeray's
curious conduect. We didn't even try
to offer an explanation—to us his con-
duct was Inexplicable. But weeks later
T made some inquiries and was told
that Thackeray, the morning of the
festive day, was overwhelmed all of a
sudden with a feeling of homesalck-
ness, and learning that a steamship
waa to sall that day, decided on the
instant tn take passage by it to Fing-
land. Parhaps that waes the true
cause of his departure. But if It was
{t showed him to be n man of whims
and moods, and that may explain
miuch that so many persons regarded
as mysterious or eccentric about
him." ]

| & superb blue diamond scintiliates
from the hilt. The present owner in- |
herited 1t from his mother, who was
a4 Miss Canning bafore her marringe |
to the Irieh lord, and. the plague 18
practicully pricelass. Aslde (rom its
vislue to collectors, and lts worth as
n specimen of rare and exguisite art
it 15 incrusted with a fortune in jew-
els.

Cleyer Method of Bribing,

One of the claverest bita of elec
| Honeering dodgery was dovised by
an wgent who had been Jlorbidden
to corrupt the electors He coalled
a meeting and attended with his
pocketa full of gold. “l have to In
form you, gentlemen,” e began,
“that there ls to be no bribery on '
our ulde during this election
(Hear, hear!) For my part, | do
not intend to give awsy a penny
plece  (Uneasy sllence.) But

| she quavered.

C'Gosh,

|
1810, by BE. J. Bdwards. All
Righta Rensrved.)

(Copyright,

Human Postof!ice Rewarded

clally In the villige. Nevertheless [
had not besn there long before I was
Freatly attracted by a young woman
upon whom I cast sheap's eyes at
every opportunity. I soon had reason
to suspect that she was not displeased
by my attentlons, but after n while,
when we had become so well acquaint-
ed that It was plain I purposed keep:
ing'company with her, there were par-
ental objections, and 1 was practical-
Iy forbldden the house.

"But, the saylng Is, you know, Love
will find a way.' In that village there
lived a barefooted, freckle-faced, tow-
headed boy of Dutch descent. But he
was as bright as a new dollar. One
day I met him In the street

““Frank,' I sald to him, ‘do you sup-
pose you could earry a note for me to
a certaln young lady so secretly that
nobody but she would know it?

“1 guess | could,' he replied.

" "Well,” do you suppose you could
bring a note from her just ns secretly?’

“*You try me and see,’ the boy sald.

“S80 I wrote a little note, discreetly
worded, and dellvered It to this Cupld's
postmaster, A day later he came to
me with a note which had been en-
trusted to him by the young lady.
Later in the day—maybe it was the
next day—I answered the note and
gave my reply to the boy for delivery.
In due time he brought me another
note from the young lady: and thus
we kept up a secrot correspondence
that lasted until I proposed, when all
objection was removed to my paying
attention to the young lady. Not long
after that we were married,

“Well, one time when it became im-
perative for me to go to Washington
during Lincoln's administration I took
Mrs. Weed with me. ‘My dear,’ I said,
after we had reached there, ‘I should
llke to take you to the treasury de-
partment. I want you to meet a gen-
tleman I know there' And a little
later we walked Into the office of the
treasurer of the United Statles,

“I took Mra. Weed over to a desk at
which a gentleman was sitting.

“*'My dear, do you Jmow who this
Is? 1 asked

" No,' she had to confeas,

" "What, you don't know our Cupid's
postman? I exclalmed in feigned sur-
prise,

“Yes, there he was—no longer the
barefooted, freckle-faced, tow-headed
little villnge boy, but a full gErown,
handsome man—Francis D. Sploner,
And you can Imagine the surprise and
delight of Mrs, Weed when she dlgcov-
eéred In the treasurer of the United
States the boy who had been the dumb
and faithful Ifttle messenger of our
courting days.”

Mr, Weed might truthfully have
added that, In return for the services
Frank Spinner gave him In his court
ing days, he took every possible op-
portunity to befriend the lad as he
grew up. And It was upon Mr. Weed's
recommendation that President Lin-
coln named Mr. Spinner treasurer of
the United States in 1861, a position
that he filled with great crudlt until
1875, when falllng health caused him
to retire voluntarily. It was during his
Incumbency that women were first
employed as elerks tn 1\e treasury de-
partment to take the piace of the me
who enlisted in the Unlon army.

(Copyright, 1810, by E J Fdwards,
Rights Reserved.)
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Leat He Go Hungry,

Sometimes men do things oyt of sal.

fishness rather than out of kindne ‘B
Recently 8 eolub  woman told

atory this

An old eouple came In
country with a big baske
see the olrcus,

“The lunch was heavy The old
wife was currying It. As they erossed
a crowded street the husbanpd held
out his hand and said:

“'Gimme thal basket, Hannah '
“The poor old woman surrende
the basket with a gratefu) lrmknd“ed

" That's real kind o' ye, Joshys'

from the
t of lunch to

Kind!' grunted the olg man,

I wus ;teued ye'd git lost

It takes a smooth tongue to e

i | track a bill collector.




